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During Michaelmas term we have been looking 
ahead to our anniversary celebrations in 2025, when 
we mark the formal founding of Cardinal College 500 
years ago. There is much to celebrate as we reach this 
historic milestone, and I look forward to welcoming 
you to one of our special events – whether in person or 
online – during the anniversary year. Alumni tickets for 
the Ball sold out in seconds but there are lots of other 
reasons to visit. We will be holding a week of activities 
at the end of June, as well as a festival celebrating 
our musical and cultural heritage in the Cathedral in 
November. For those who can’t get to Oxford there will 
be Anniversary Lectures in London, Manchester, New 
York and Berlin. Do review the events list at the back of 
the magazine, and I do much hope you will join us on 
one or more occasions during 2025. n 

The beginning of an academic year is an exciting 
time: the arrival of new students – and staff – coming 
together from a variety of locations and backgrounds, 
making acquaintances and embarking on new 
academic pursuits. I am always struck by the ease 
with which everyone settles into life at Christ Church. 
This is no doubt facilitated by the collegiate structure: 
learning, teaching and researching together, whilst at 
the same time living and socialising in a supportive 
community. Michaelmas term offers plenty of special 
occasions for new Members to share and experience 
together – right from the excitement of matriculation, 
and freshers’ fair, to celebrations in Hall marking Black 
History Month, Diwali, and Christmas. 

This edition of Christ Church Matters explores ‘arrivals’ 
from a variety of perspectives – Junior and Senior 
Members, College and Cathedral staff.  There is a 
wealth of support available to students even before 
they embark on their studies, as we read in articles 
from our Admissions and Access Manager and from 
our new Welfare Manager. We meet a fresh cohort of 
Junior Research Fellows, along with new personnel 
– the Regius Professor of Divinity and Organist – at 
the Cathedral, and go behind the scenes of the visitor 
experience to learn what’s on offer for tourists arriving at 
Christ Church. We also celebrate an arrival of a different 
kind: the Jon A. Lindseth Lewis Carroll Collection, which 
has recently been rehomed from Cleveland, Ohio, to our 
very own Library. This is a significant scholarly acquisition 
and constitutes the largest individual donation to 
Christ Church Library since the 18th century.

Looking to our wider community, there is an eclectic 
mix of contributions from alumni Members, three of 
whom recently joined another ‘House’ – the House of 
Commons – following their election last July. Other 
contributions chart journeys which have followed 
varied career paths – from English to sustainable 
finance in one case, and from publishing entrepreneur 
to Motherhood guru in another.

DEAN’S DIARY
THE VERY REVEREND PROFESSOR SARAH FOOT

DIARY

4 Students in the Buttery before the Black History Month dinner 
on Friday 25 October 2024.
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The workshop was a key part of an ongoing research 
project co-organised by Professor Edward Keene 
(Official Student in Politics at Christ Church) and 
Professor Saliha Belmessous (British Academy 
Global Professor of History at Oxford, affiliated 
with Corpus Christi). It brought together historians 
and political scientists from several countries, and 
indeed continents. The principal source of funding 
was generously provided by a grant from the Christ 
Church Research Centre. 

The main focus of the workshop was to examine how 
legal and diplomatic interactions between distinct 
political communities were carried on in different 
parts of the world. It was especially concerned with 
the period before the advent of European imperialism 
and expansion began to re-shape, and to some extent 
homogenise, them into forms similar to those with 
which we are familiar today. The goal was to recover 
the diversity of the practices through which distinct 
politically organised communities conduct their 
relations with one another, without privileging certain 
ways of conducting diplomacy or making legal 
agreements that are usually viewed as ‘modern’.

In particular, we used the language of 
‘interpolity’ relations in an attempt to 
move us away from the conventional 
focus on ‘international’ relations as 
relations between sovereign states. 
The shift from talking about ‘states’ (or 
‘nations’) to ‘polities’ opens up a range 
of possibilities about who the actors are 
that engage in these kinds of activity, 
leaving this question as open as possible 
to historical enquiry rather than defining 
it at the outset in a substantive and overly 
prescriptive manner, deliberately trying 
to unsettle how the supposed dichotomy 
between the ‘international’ and the ‘domestic’ 
is often understood. The organisers framed this 
concept of ‘interpolity relations’ to refer to relations 
between differentiated political communities, and 
asked participants to define it in terms of what they 

considered to be the most appropriate way of making 
sense of their own specific region and period.

Scholars came from as far afield as the University of 
the South Pacific (Dr Lorenz Gonschor, who presented 
his work on the relations among Indigenous Peoples 
in that region, and the rise of the early Hawaiian state), 
as well as many participants from other universities in 
Asia, Britain, Europe, and the United State of America. 

They presented work on a wide variety of legal and 
diplomatic practices, including tributary systems in 
China and Southeast Asia, interpolity relations in West 
Africa and the Sahel, the political forms of relations 
between Indigenous Peoples in North and South 
America, and the diplomatic structures that existed 
within the Islamic World and the Ottoman Empire.

GLOBAL INTERPOLITY RELATIONS, 
1500-1800
For two days in Michaelmas term – 29 and 30 October – the Christ Church Research Centre 
hosted a workshop on ‘Global Interpolity Relations, 1500-1800’.
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civilisations. It also introduces bias into general 
theories of international relations, because they 
revolve around narrowly European perspectives on 
the values, institutions and practices that define 
international order. This includes the central focus on 
the ‘anarchy problematic’ in a world of independent, 
territorially-sovereign states, and the assumption that 
specific strategic, legal, diplomatic, and institutional 
responses to it are the only way in which international 
relations can conceivably work.

By providing for an initial empirical recovery of 
the diversity that has characterised the history of 
interpolity law and diplomacy around the world, the 
workshop created a platform for a more comparative 

analysis of these practices, and so an opportunity 
to begin testing new generalisations about 

the nature of global politics. It showed, for 
example, how important hierarchies are to 

the structuring of interpolity orders, and the 
many different forms that hierarchically-
organised interpolity systems can take.  

Professors Belmessous and Keene 
are currently working with the other 
participants on a book based on the 
papers presented at the workshop which 
will present these findings in a systematic 

way to a wider audience of historians and 
political scientists. The intention is to offer 

a major new empirical resource for scholars 
that will open up pathways for future research 

into the rich diversity of interpolity relations, 
freed from the limits that have been imposed by 

disciplinary preoccupations with states-systems and 
the principle of territorial sovereignty. n

The reason why this research matters is that we lack 
a comprehensive and comparative understanding 
of the wide array of interpolity relations that 
existed in the past, which significantly limits our 
understanding of global and international history, and 
thus our appreciation of how ‘international’ law and 
diplomacy work in general. The predominant focus 
of most mainstream work in the field has centred 
on European interactions with the rest of the world, 
emphasising European practices in discussions of 
how international relations are conducted. 

This perspective often overshadows the 
sophisticated systems of diplomacy and interaction 
independently developed by non-European 

“We lack a comprehensive and 
comparative understanding of the wide 
array of interpolity relations that existed 
in the past, which significantly limits our 
understanding of global and international 
history ...”

Professor Edward Keene Professor Saliha Belmessous
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MEET THE JRFS
DR AUGUSTO B. CORRÊA
COMPUTER SCIENCE

We’ve all been there: you have 
a question you don’t know how 
to solve, and you decide to ask 
ChatGPT. After a few keystrokes, 
you press “Enter” and ChatGPT 
immediately answers it. The 
answer is clear, convincing, and 
engaging. You consider the question as solved and 
move on with your day.

But after a few moments, you realise that some 
details of the answer don’t make sense. Despite 
being very eloquent, ChatGPT’s answer doesn’t bear 
scrutiny: its reasoning is flawed, and even some factual 
information is incorrect. In other words, ChatGPT 
“hallucinated” and gave you a convincing but wrong 

answer. You have to discard ChatGPT’s answer, and 
you are back at square one.

In my research, I try to solve this very same problem: 
how can we build AI systems that we can trust and 
believe their answers? In particular, I look into AI 
systems that can reason about their behaviour and 
prove the correctness of their answers. My focus is 
on planning problems: given the current state of the 
world and a goal, what actions should we take to 
achieve this goal?

In practice, I combine classic AI techniques with 
formal logic. This brings a reasoning capacity to our 
systems, allowing them to answer questions about 
the correctness of their solution (“Does this solution 
actually achieve our goal?”), their optimality (“Is this 
the best solution?”), and even about their existence 
(“How many solutions exist?”). My work has been used 
in different contexts, such as scheduling problems, 
automation of computer security tests, and even by 
commercial aircraft manufacturers. n

      

“Despite being very eloquent, ChatGPT’s answer doesn’t 
bear scrutiny: its reasoning is flawed, and even some 
factual information is incorrect.”



SECTION

DR GEORGE HEATH-WHYTE
ASIAN AND MIDDLE EASTERN 
STUDIES

There’s a certain bemused look 
that I’ve got used to receiving 
when I tell people I’m an 
Assyriologist. Some might think 
Assyriology sounds very niche 
or eccentric; perhaps more have 
never heard of it at all. 

Assyriology is the study of ancient Mesopotamia and 
the cultures that used the ‘wedge-shaped’ cuneiform 
script, which was most often inscribed onto clay 
tablets. Unlike parchment or papyrus, clay can survive 
extremely well buried underground for thousands of 
years, and so Assyriologists have a remarkable wealth 
of sources to work with. From the world’s earliest 
writing produced in the late fourth millennium BC 
to the last cuneiform wedge inscribed in the first 
century AD, the hundreds of thousands of surviving 
tablets provide unrivalled access to the first half of 
written history. Not only do we have the propaganda 
of emperors and myths about heroes and gods, but 
also letters from wives to their husbands and from 
advisors to their kings, the accounts and spreadsheets 
of businesses, children’s homework, astronomers’ 
observations, temple rituals, proverbs, dictionaries, 
maps, receipts, IOU notes – the list goes on.

Because the languages of these documents were 
only deciphered in the last 150 years or so, there are 
always exciting breakthroughs to be made. My own 
research focuses on the social, religious, and literary 
history of Mesopotamia between the twelfth and sixth 
centuries BC. I’m currently finishing up a book on how 
the Assyrians understood the relationship between the 
gods and their cult statues, informed by the findings 
of cognitive science. After that, I’m starting a project 
that will use computational methods to explore 
the poetic structure of several Babylonian myths, 
including the Epic of Creation and the Gilgamesh Epic. 
While I might have to suffer a bemused look every 
now and again, the thrill of discovery makes it more 
than worth it. n

1 ‘When the heavens above had not been named...’. A manuscript of the 
Babylonian Epic of Creation (Ashm 1924-0790 + Ashm 1924-1813). 
Image courtesy of Ashmolean Museum, University of Oxford.
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DR REBECCA ROWSON
PHILOSOPHY

In De anima Aristotle tells us 
that “to perceive by sight is to 
see, and colour or what has 
[colour] is seen”. Colours like 
green, red, white, and black are 
the primary objects of sight. We 
also see things like trees and 
spiders, but only in virtue of they themselves having 
colours.
  
This view presents a problem for a popular position 
in philosophy of mind, which is that we can perceive 
(often by sight) other people’s emotions. If this is right 
– that alongside trees and spiders we also see more 
abstract things like anger and happiness – then, contra 
Aristotle, it looks like we can see things without colours 
after all. 

Instead of a fruitless argument with Aristotle, my work 
targets another assumption in play: that emotions 

are colourless. We have long associated certain 
colours and emotions: we go green with envy and 
feel blue when sad. And these links go beyond mere 
metaphor. For example, new experimental research 
into synesthesia demonstrates that some people 
have experiences of colour when they recognise 
the emotions of others. We sometimes literally see 
another’s angry face in a red hue. This raises a number 
of questions: What makes us think these perceptual 
experiences are anything more than learned 
associations? Why attribute redness to the emotion 
itself rather than just the facial expression? How 
do these experiences differ cross-culturally? These 
questions raise their own set of difficulties, but we can 
at least start to make space both for the idea that we 
see emotions and the doctrine that we see things only 
in colour.

This is just one example of the ways in which 
contemporary research into colours can cut through 
conceptual debates in the philosophy of emotion, and 
of which I aim to bring to light in my fellowship project 
‘Emotions and Colour’. n

“We have long associated certain colours and emotions: we go green with envy and 
feel blue when sad. And these links go beyond mere metaphor.”
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GLUTTONY AND GENIALITY 
Preparations for a Christ Church feast

JUDITH CURTHOYS
ARCHIVIST AND DATA PROTECTION COMPLIANCE MANAGER

Writing just a few days before Christmas, I have, as I suspect many of us do, a kitchen full with 
far too much seasonal food and drink. Christ Church has always been good at a celebration, 
and we are hoping for lots of partying during our 500th anniversary year!

Throughout the archive menu cards, seating plans, 
and accounts reveal fascinating information about 
the consumption of food and drink in the College, 
especially in its early years.

In 1793, Christ Church hosted a huge banquet in 
honour of the Duke of Portland’s installation as 
Chancellor of the University. The duke was an alumnus 
of the College – he had come up as William Cavendish-
Bentinck, Lord Titchfield, in 1755 – and, as if to 
compensate for the very private installation ceremony 
at the family home of Bulstrode, Christ Church pulled 
out all the stops for an incomparable feast. 

There is a fat file in the Archive containing numerous 
invoices and receipts from tradesmen for all sorts 
of provisions for the banquet including one for the 
carriage of turtles from London (which reputedly 

FROM THE ARCHIVES

1 George Romney, 
Portrait of William 
Henry Cavendish 
Bentinck, Duke 
of Portland, oil on 
canvas, 231 x 150 cm 
(LP 208).

3 The Duke of 
Portland was 
appointed Chancellor 
of the University 
in 1793. The huge 
banquet included 
Christ Church’s then 
famous turtle soup. 
The receipt for the 
turtles shows that 
they cost £25 10s.
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was put in Mercury for a final swim before their date 
with the chef’s cleaver, and whose shells hang above 
one of the fireplaces in the kitchen), for pineapples 
and melons, and for pies and jellies and fruit. Extra 
staff were bought in, and extra furniture including 
mahogany tables and stools. Green baize cloth was 
ordered by the yard, and cutlery was hired specially for 
the occasion. Even the horses, who presumably pulled 
the carriages of the guests, were provided with oats, 
hay, and straw by a Mr John Tubbs at a cost of £2 17s 6d.

As was always the case on great occasions, the bill of 
fare varied depending on how far up the dining hall 
one sat. The noblemen, for example, had turbot in 
a lobster sauce, followed by roast beef, lamb, duck, 
goose, chicken, and veal pie, with a fool to finish. 
The chaplains on the other hand, far lower down the 
pecking order, had just salmon, lamb, and peas. 
But it is the records from the 16th century that are 
the richest. From the beginning of Christ Church in 
1546, accounts were kept carefully and in great detail. 
During the 1560s and 1570s, Christ Church employed 
a manciple who had a passion for keeping accurate 
books. John Furnivall kept a detailed account of his 
purchases for the kitchen day in, day out. Supplies 
were delivered every day of the week, including 

Sundays and feast days; he bought eggs, butter, cream 
by the gallon, veal and pork, chickens, geese, game 
birds, fruit and wine. Fish days – Wednesdays as well as 
Fridays – had equal variety: ling was the most common 
but there was also salmon, skate, cod (both fresh 
and salted), haddock, eels, whiting, pickerells, oysters, 
and crayfish. And Furnivall’s successors were no less 
diligent: in the first quarter of 1583/4, the kitchen took 
delivery of £87 worth of bread, 308 kilders of beer at 
22d per kilder, £11 worth of butter, and for the Hall 62 
dozen candles and 18 napkins. But the notable item 
is sheep, as both lamb and mutton; on 17 September, 
the manciple bought 60 at 6s 4d each from a Mr 
Elles and a further 16 at the bargain price of 5s 4d 
each from Richard Howell of Wootton. Four days later 
another 14 arrived. In October, 222 more were added 

2 A painting by 
Augustus Charles 
Pugin, reproduced in 
Ackerman’s ‘History 
of Oxford in 1814.
The fireplace in the 
kitchen could roast 
about 70 chickens 
at once, and was still 
in use into the 1950s. 
The turtle shells, 
hanging above the 
fireplace today are 
allegedly those from 
1793.

1 John Furnivall 
was the manciple 
at Christ Church in 
the 1570s. He kept 
meticulous records 
of food purchased. 
The page shown is 
from Boxing Day 
1577, Christmas week 
food had cost £18 11s 
2½d (perhaps £6,500 
today).
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to the stocks. Just to ring the changes, six bullocks 
were purchased in September. Christ Church had its 
own slaughterhouse, at least in the earliest days, and 
meat must have been bought on the hoof from local 
markets in Woodstock and Abingdon.

A week or so ago, Christ Church gave its annual Rent 
Audit Lunch to which it welcomed many of its tenant 
farmers. Traditionally, this was the occasion when 
the farmers brought in their Michaelmas quarter 
rent, along with a couple of capons. Meadow beef 
was on the menu on this recent occasion but the 
records tell us that, in 1580, the tenants were treated 
to mutton and pork along with lots of game birds – 
possibly cooked bird-within-a-bird, including plovers, 
woodcock, and snipe. Spices such as ginger and 

nutmeg added a festive flavour. To drink, in addition to 
ale, was white wine, claret and sack (sherry).

The kitchen and Hall were well-equipped and those 
16th-century accounts show that new pans were 
purchased from time to time; a saucepan costing 8s 6d, 
and for the Hall dozens of candles and napkins. Visiting 
VIPs could be treated to lobsters. The College also had 
a right to swans from the Thames whenever one was 
required on the condition that the Dean and Chapter 
gave seven days’ notice and paid five shillings per swan. 
Arrangements like this may explain why more luxury 
items are rarely included in the accounts. But one of 
the most regular purchases occurring in the annual 
accounts is for barrels of beer to assist the auditor in his 
labours. Maybe a tradition that could be reinstated..! n

CARDINAL SINS

“One of the most regular purchases occurring in the annual accounts is for barrels 
of beer to assist the auditor in his labours.”
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1 Alice’s Adventures 
in Wonderland, 
translated into 

Russian by Vladimir 
Nabokov, Berlin, 1923. 

11 Letter to 
Dolly Draper, 1876.

1 Alice Liddell as 
The Beggar Maid. 

Albumen silver 
print, 1858.

THE ARRIVAL 
OF THE 

LEWIS CARROLL 
COLLECTION FROM 

CLEVELAND, 
OHIO

GABRIEL SEWELL, COLLEGE LIBRARIAN

Mr Jon A. Lindseth has donated his 
magnificent and remarkable Lewis Carroll 

Collection to Christ Church, Oxford. 

Mr Lindseth, General Editor of Alice in a World of 
Wonderlands: The Translations of Lewis Carroll’s 
Masterpiece and Alice in a World of Wonderlands: The 
English Language Editions of the Four Alice Books 
Published Worldwide is a bibliographer, book collector 
and published scholar of Lewis Carroll. Mr Lindseth has 
written on Lewis Carroll for the journals of the Lewis 
Carroll Society (London) and the Lewis Carroll Society 
of North America and has curated two exhibitions on 
Carroll and his achievements at The Grolier Club of 
New York.

The Jon A. Lindseth Lewis Carroll Collection represents 
the largest individual donation to Christ Church Library 
since the 18th century and the College is hugely 
grateful to Mr Lindseth for his enormous generosity. 
 
The donation is of enormous significance to Christ 
Church and makes Christ Church the pre-eminent 
collection of Lewis Carroll material in the UK. The gift 
has transformed the existing Carroll collections held 
by the College, where Charles Lutwidge Dodgson 
–  better known as Lewis Carroll – taught Mathematics 
from 1855 to 1881 before devoting himself primarily 
to his writing. Carroll first told the story that would 
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The collection also contains proofs, drawings by Carroll 
and by his foremost illustrators John Tenniel and Harry 
Furniss. Materials related to Carroll illustrate his work’s 
contemporary and ongoing cultural impact, a very 
rich collection of reference works and an exceptional 
collection of Carroll books in translation from the very 
early translations through to more recent ones issued 
by Evertype Publishing who specialise in “Wonderland 
and Carrolliana”.  

Carroll is considered one of the best amateur 
photographers of his time, particularly in his images 
of children. The Lindseth donation contains the 
iconic image of Alice Liddell as ‘The Beggar Maid’, 
photographs of Alexandra “Xie” Kitchin and of Carroll’s 
friends and noted figures of his day, including Alfred 
Lord Tennyson. 

The Jon A. Lindseth Lewis Carroll Collection is of 
tremendous scholarly value and the Library looks 
forward to making it accessible to current and future 
generations. The cataloguing has already begun but 
we welcome enquiries at any time to library@chch.
ox.ac.uk. Please check www.chch.ox.ac.uk for details of 
an exhibition and other events starting in spring 2025 
to celebrate the Carroll donation.  

Mr Lindseth has also donated his outstanding 
collection of Edward Lear books and manuscripts to 
Christ Church. Details of this collection will feature in 
the next issue of Christ Church Matters. n

become Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland during 
an afternoon river excursion in 1862 with the three 
daughters of Henry Liddell, Dean of Christ Church 
(1855-91).

The Jon A. Lindseth Lewis Carroll Collection contains 
over 200 autograph letters from Carroll, many of 
which are exchanges with his child-friends. It also 
contains more than 100 of Carroll’s photographs and a 
vast number of significant early editions of his works, 
including the Alice books, The Hunting of the Snark 
and mathematical works including The Game of Logic 
and Symbolic Logic. Many of the printed books are 
presentation copies from Carroll. Of particular note 
is a first edition of the 1886 facsimile copy of Alice’s 
Adventures Under Ground presented to Alice’s mother 
Lorina Liddell, inscribed by Carroll in purple ink: “To Her, 
whose children’s smiles fed the narrator’s fancy and 
were his rich reward: from the Author. Xmas 1886”.

1 A sketch by 
Sir John Tenniel 
from the title page 
of Through the 
Looking-Glass, and 
What Alice Found 
There, first published 
in December 1871.

LEWIS CARROLL

2 The Queen of 
Hearts Cook Book, 
New York, 1955.

1 1877 sketch by 
Carroll of Emma 
Louisa Waddy, one of 
his first Eastbourne 
child friends.

mailto:library@chch.ox.ac.uk
mailto:library@chch.ox.ac.uk
http://www.chch.ox.ac.uk
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During George Gilbert Scott’s major restoration work 
between 1870 and 1876, much of the upper spire and 
tower was refaced with new stonework. The structure 
was considered vulnerable, so the heavy bells were 
removed and substantial iron cramps and tie-bars were 
introduced to clamp the outer walls together. At 
close quarters this ironwork has the same robust 
engineering quality found at Scott’s London St Pancras 
station, which was being built at the same time. Scott 
arranged for the heavy 17th-century oak crossing 
tower ceiling to be winched up a storey to expose the 
attractive inner stonework arcading of the tower to 
the Cathedral below, now accessible from the present 
internal scaffolding (fig. 3). The uppermost section 
of the spire was taken down and re-erected as a folly 
in the Archdeacon’s garden. The stonework of this 
structure is now so decayed that it may soon perish 
altogether. It offers a vivid indication of the vulnerability 
of Headington stone (fig. 4).

During the 1960s there was a further round of repairs 
and significant stone refacing. The oak louvres of the 
former belfry were replaced in Westmoreland stone 
slate, although, unfortunately, it has emerged that the 
opportunity to remove the ferrous metal fixings that 
secure these louvres to the stonework was not taken, 
and a small number of the 1960s stones have been 
dislodged by the expansion caused by the rusting of 
these fixings. At the same time, the lower rubblestone 
walling was pointed up with a hard cementitious 
mortar which does not breathe and has trapped 
dampness into the wall. Further stone repairs followed 
in 2005-6, again focusing on the high-level areas, 
leaving the lower walls largely as found.

The present project arose in 2020 after fragments of 
the tower’s interior plasterwork were found on the 
Cathedral floor, having fallen from some height. It 
became apparent that the tower walls were damp, 
in part caused by moisture trapped beneath the 

PTOLEMY DEAN, FOUNDATION ARCHITECT 

Struggling for prominence in Oxford’s 
celebrated but crowded skyline is the stone 
spire of Christ Church Cathedral. It might 
not capture the imagination in quite the 
same way that the taller cathedral spires of 
Salisbury or Norwich, but it is understood to 
be older than both, dating from c. 1225 (fig. 1). 

The tower and spire were originally constructed of the 
local Headington limestone, which has proved to be 
notoriously soft to atmospheric erosion. This difficulty 
was worsened by the reconstruction of the original 
steeply pitched leaded roofs of the four arms of the 
Cathedral to a shallower pitch in the 15th century, 
thereby exposing an area of rough rubblestone walling 
to the four tower sides that was originally intended to 
be internal and protected from the elements (fig. 2). 

REPAIR OF THE 
CATHEDRAL 
TOWER

2 fig. 1: The Cathedral tower and spire, dating from c. 1225, seen 
from the cloister, scaffolded for the present repair works.

“Fortunately, the rates of decay since the 
1960s appear to be slow, and any residual 
health and safety risks that might arise 
from falling fragments is mitigated by 
the protection offered by the roofscape 
below.”
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dense cementitious pointing applied in the 1960s. A 
full repointing of the external rubblestone section of 
the tower is now underway, accompanied by some 
limited areas of stone replacement where damaged 
by the rusted louvre fixings. The present scaffold 
does not extend high enough to remove all of these 
fixings, while access to the louvres internally within the 
tower is made difficult by the height of this space and 
Scott’s criss-crossing ironwork within the space (fig. 5).  
Fortunately, the rates of decay since the 1960s appear 
to be slow, and any residual health and safety risks 
that might arise from falling fragments is mitigated by 
the protection offered by the roofscape below, which 
surrounds the tower on all sides. 

The project is being undertaken by the specialist 
contractor Cliveden Conservation, who have a long 
history of working on the Cathedral. Once the works 
are completed in early 2025 and the scaffold removed, 
the exterior of the tower will have been completely 
repointed and Scott’s ironwork redecorated. The loose 
plaster within the tower is being repaired, matching 
the original plaster mix found in the Cathedral, with a 
new coating of protective limewash applied in a stone 
colour that matches the adjacent limestone, replacing 
the present white coating applied at some point 
during the 20th century. Ideally no one will notice any 
change, but the tower will have been conserved for 
the enjoyment of another generation. n

2 fig. 2: The 
Cathedral tower 
prior to the present 
works, with cement 
pointing to the 
rubblestone and 
the outline of the 
steeper pre 15th-
century roofs still 
clearly visible. 

1 fig. 3: Tower 
interior as seen from 
the scaffolding with 
the 17th-century 
oak ceiling raised by 
GG Scott in the 19th 
century to expose 
the 13th-century 
stone arcading.

2 fig. 4: 
The medieval 
Headington stone 
spire tip, re-erected 
as a folly in the 
Archdeacon’s garden 
during the late 19th 
century, indicative of 
the soft and decayed 
stonework. 

1 fig. 5: Interior 
of the Cathedral 
tower and spire, 
criss-crossed by 
GG Scott’s structural 
iron ties. 
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MEET THE REGIUS 
PROFESSOR OF 
DIVINITY
THE REVEREND PROFESSOR 

ANDREW DAVISON 

In Oxford, four professors are also residentiary canons 
of Christ Church, which is to say members of the 
‘Chapter’ that oversees the running of the Cathedral. 
One of them is the Regius Professor of Divinity, which 
I’ve been since Michaelmas 2024. The combination of 
professor and canon suits me. I spent time as quite a 
scholarly priest and then as quite a priestly or pastoral 
scholar. I’m glad now to be in a role where where the 
two parts are combined. 

Talking to people from other parts of the world often 
reminds me that this idea of a dual vocation, as priest 
and academic, is less familiar in some other places. 
Admittedly, the Church of England has hardly shown 
as much interest in scholarship as I would like in the 
past decade or so, but it has an extraordinary history 
on that front, full of people like Adam Sedgwick, 
who combined geology (more or less inventing the 
science) with duties as a canon at Norwich Cathedral, 
or Stephen Hales, who advanced our knowledge of 
physiology while a village parson.

I started out in chemistry at Merton, followed by a 
DPhil in biochemistry. I moved to Cambridge to study 
Theology, and then taught Theology back in Oxford, 
at St Stephen’s House. Before returning here, I had 
been in Cambridge since 2010, latterly as Starbridge 
Professor of Theology and Natural Sciences (although 
for the past two years I was a visiting fellow in 
Princeton).

The borders between our academic disciplines 
hardened over the 20th century, but they seem to be 
softening again. At least in Cambridge, I was struck by 
the widespread interest in working with theologians 
and scholars of religion. That it should come from 
Law, English, Mediaeval and Modern Languages, or 
Classics might be less surprising. My own deepest 
collaborations, however, have been with Engineering 
and across the sciences. I had a hand in setting up the 
new Leverhulme Centre for Life in the Universe, flying 
the flag there for the humanities. I hope it will be the 
same in Oxford and think I have every reason to be 
optimistic.

Thinking theologically about contemporary science 
is one strand of my work. I am also interested in the 
bread and butter of Christian belief: all the sorts of 
things that are covered in the Nicene Creed. That 
Creed is 1700 years old in 2025, so I am looking 
forward to a double anniversary: that and Christ 
Church’s 500th. n

2 Installation of the 
Revd Prof Davison as 
a Canon Residentiary 
and Regius Professor 
of Divinity  during 
Evensong on 
Saturday 5 October 
2024.
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MEET THE NEW 
ORGANIST
PETER HOLDER, ORGANIST AND OFFICIAL 

STUDENT IN MUSIC

Amidst the joy of settling in at Christ Church since 
September, I have reflected on what makes this 
uniquely special – and complex – institution so musically 
prosperous. I am struck by two observations of particular 
significance: first, its legacy – from inception with John 
Taverner and more recent advancement in leading 
20th-century musicians Sir William Harris and Sir 
William Walton – represents an immense contribution 
to, and standing within, the Anglican Choral Tradition; 
secondly, essential to the prosperity of the foundation 
is that the Cathedral’s music is firmly embedded and 
treasured within the social fabric of the College.
 
Contributing to the musical lives of Westminster 
Abbey and St Paul’s Cathedral has offered daily 
inspiration for little over a decade. As Sub-Organist 
at Westminster Abbey, I was principal organist for 
the daily services and at state occasions (notably as 
the service organist for the State Funeral of Her Late 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and the Coronation of 
Their Majesties King Charles III and Queen Camilla), 
and accompanied the Abbey Choir in its concerts, 
recordings and broadcasts. I also acted as principal 
deputy conductor of the Abbey choir and supported 
Organist and Master of the Choristers Andrew 
Nethsingha – and formerly James O’Donnell – in 
training the Abbey choristers. Beyond the confines 
of the capital, my work has included regular touring 
across Europe and North America in particular.
 

Some readers will recall the late Simon Preston 
embarking on a similar journey from Westminster 
to Christ Church in the 1970s. During his tenure, 
the charismatic organ by Rieger Orgelbau was 
installed above the west entrance of the Cathedral; 
I’m delighted to inherit a project to install its partner 
instrument at the east end, close to the Chancel. 
With much momentum and enthusiasm behind 
this already, I will relish the opportunity to steer the 
commissioning of an instrument that is stellar in its 
accompaniment of choirs and enhancement of the 
Cathedral’s liturgies.
 
Celebrating the achievements of the past five 
centuries and the showcasing of Christ Church’s music 
globally through concerts, touring and digital media 
will be central to the coming years’ programming; you 
might already have seen some of the videos produced 
with the Cathedral Choir towards the close of 2024. 
Such projects flower from our central mission to 
enrich and give musical expression to the Cathedral’s 
statutory services. Our daily rehearsal space, the 
Chapter Parlour, bears the scars of many years’ 
intensive use, and a restoration project is underway 
to include the commissioning of new choir stalls and 
associated furnishings.
 
It is an extraordinary honour to follow in the footsteps 
of distinguished former Organists here; I look 
forward to safeguarding and developing the profile 
of distinction Christ Church’s music has rightly 
earned, with my thanks for your shared interest and 
continuing engagement. n

CATHEDRAL

4 Peter Holder directing a performance of Messiah on 9 December 2024.
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THE OXFORDS 
PROJECT
JAMES PARMETER 
(2022, THEOLOGY AND RELIGION)
 
The OXFORDS Project was the creation of Hadyn 
Rawstron (1968, Music), who has worked diligently over 
many years to bring it to fruition. It involves members 
of the choir at Christ Church travelling to New Zealand 
over the summer vacation in order to be immersed in 
the choral tradition of the southern hemisphere. It was 
wonderful to be able to make music in Christchurch 
Transitional Cathedral. Our duties involved singing 
evensong and eucharist services under the leadership 
of Dr John Linker, who, along with the choir, gave us 
an extremely warm welcome.

Additionally, our trip involved working with the Chapel 
Choir of Christ’s College, led by Robert Aburn. We 
attended rehearsals, chapel services, and evensongs, 
singing alongside the students. We also worked with 
the school’s Year 13 music class, leading a masterclass 
in which we performed some of the music of 
William Byrd. We displayed how to give an authentic 
performance of such music and discussed various 
considerations when singing in a small ensemble. 
The welcome we received at Christ’s College 
was remarkable, George Blundell (2023, Modern 
Languages) and I were both very grateful for all the 
efforts made by the students and staff.

In addition to these singing duties, we performed two 
concerts in which we were joined by Adrian Lowe and 
Kimberley Wood. The first took place in the Cathedral, 
while the second was at Rapaki Marae at the invitation 
of Nuk Korako and the Māori community there. We 
sang in their wharenui (ancestral meeting house) 
after taking part in a traditional pōwhiri (welcome 
ceremony). This was the first time a classical music 
concert had taken place at the Marae. This experience 
was a real highlight of the trip for the both of us, and 
the hospitality we received from the Māori community 
was truly incredible.

Throughout our trip, we were hosted by Cameron and 
Victoria Pickering (and their dog Clive!). Cameron is the 
chaplain at Christ’s College, and we owe both of them 
an incredible amount of thanks. They were so generous 
in welcoming us into their home and keeping us fed 
and in good company. Cameron was even kind enough 
to take time off work to bring us to Lake Takapō, Lake 
Pukaki, and Aoraki Mount Cook. Furthermore, we had 
the opportunity to visit Hanmer Springs with Connor 
Redmile, now a student at Christ Church.

This trip was an amazing experience, and one which 
we both felt extremely privileged to have had. 
We hope that future choral scholars will also have 
the opportunity to embark on such an adventure, 
experiencing the rich musical and cultural traditions 
of New Zealand. n

2 James and George at Aoraki Mount Cook

4 Our final Sunday morning Eucharist of the trip in Christchurch 
Transitional Cathedral. L-R: Revd. Cameron Pickering (chaplain, Christ’s 
College, Canterbury), James Parmeter, George Blundell, Dr. John Linker 
(Director of Music, Christchurch Transitional Cathedral)
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STUDENT WELFARE

Adrian joined Christ Church in August 2024 as the 
new Welfare Manager. Originally from Oxford, Adrian 
is a qualified social worker and has previously worked 
in private, NHS and charity settings within learning 
disability and mental health teams. Prior to starting at 
Christ Church, Adrian managed mental health services 
for adults with complex and multiple needs across 
Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire. He previously 
studied Experimental Psychology at the University 
of Bristol, later completing Master’s degrees in 
Psychological Research Methods and Social Work with 
Oxford Brookes University.

Since starting in post, Adrian has been busy meeting 
students and supporting them with a range of needs, 
including mental health and family issues. Adrian has 
set up a new booking link for students to use and be 
able to arrange to see him whenever is convenient 
for them, ensuring that support is easily accessible. 
He continues to run the ‘Brain Strain’ tea sessions, 
providing a drop-in space for all students to come and 

enjoy a variety of cakes 
and biscuits every 
Thursday afternoon. 
The Christmas-themed event was especially popular!

Looking forward, Adrian is working with others 
to explore new recording systems to ensure that 
information is stored robustly and can be easily 
accessed by those who need to see it. He has also 
been looking at additional wellbeing-focused classes 
for students, with regular sessions on Mindfulness and 
Breathwork running this term.

Up until Hilary term 2024, the responsibility for student 
welfare previously sat with the Chaplain; but this now 
falls under the remit of the Welfare Manager (with 
the Chaplain still available for pastoral and welfare 
support to all within the College). This move has been 
welcomed by students and has also increased the 
welfare capacity of the College by effectively increasing 
provision by a full-time member of staff. n

MEET THE NEW 
WELFARE MANAGER
ADRIAN CHILDS
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DEMYSTIFYING 
ADMISSIONS
DR ANA HASTOY, ADMISSIONS & ACCESS MANAGER

The Oxford admissions process can often appear 
mystifying and, with over 200 courses (including all the 
different language combinations) and over 30 colleges 
involved, it is certainly complex. We are often asked 
‘How does Christ Church make admissions decisions?’ 
or ‘Where does the House stand?’ on a particular 
admissions matter. 

In reality, a lot of work is done to ensure that 
admissions procedures are consistent across all 
colleges for each course and all colleges have signed 
up to a ‘Common Framework in Admissions’. Christ 
Church, like other colleges, is committed to attracting 
strong applicants regardless of their background, with 
the goal of admitting the students who have the most 
potential to excel in their course. 

While colleges are the admitting bodies, admissions 
procedures for each course are decided by the 
relevant faculties, in consultation with college tutors. 
The admissions process varies from course to course: 
some courses require candidates to send in some 
school work, many have subject-specific admissions 

tests, some offer 
interviews at two 
different colleges, while 
others are completely ‘college blind’ (meaning that 
the assessors don’t know which candidates applied to 
which college). What courses have in common are the 
UCAS applications and interviews. 

UCAS applications include a candidate’s personal 
statement, academic reference, and grades – where 
possible, in context. Contextual information, where 
available, allows us to contextualise achievement, 
because socio-economic disadvantage and the 
performance of a candidate’s school can make it difficult 
for young people to access their full potential before 
university. It allows tutors to realise when a candidate 
who, for instance, has been eligible for free school meals 
or attends a school that performs below the national 
average in examinations, despite ‘only’ having a few 8s 
or 9s at GCSE, may have been one of the only pupils in 
that school to achieve such high grades, which would 
show considerable academic potential.

Interviews are the other aspect of the admissions 
process that all courses have in common and, at Oxford, 
they are all online, irrespective of the college. This allows 
candidates to remain within their support networks 
and hopefully reduces some of the stress that used to 
be involved in being in an unfamiliar environment and 
away from home, perhaps for the first time. 

Colleges agree to apply admissions procedures for 
each course consistently, so that candidates are not 
at a disadvantage because of their college preference 
or their ‘open application’ (when they do not have a 
preference and a college is allocated to them). Oxford 
offers are also standardised: a candidate will not have 
a lower or a higher offer depending on the college to 
which they have applied. Once our applicants have 
their offers we invite them to Christ Church for an offer 
holder day, which we hope will make them confident 
about the support they will receive at Christ Church 
and excited about joining the House. n

2 Offer holder days include tours, talks, and Q&As with current students.
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OPPORTUNITY 
KNOCKS
JOSITA KAVITHA THIRUMALAI (2022, ENGLISH)

I find this to be an opportune moment to write about 
Christ Church’s involvement with access programmes 
such as Opportunity Oxford (‘OppOx’). As a telethon 
caller, I’ve not only invited alumni to join other donors 
in pledging to worthy causes, but I’ve been able to 
provide bandwidth for reminiscence: to look back and 
help someone to look forward. 

This distinct ‘OppOx’ programme is offered to 
talented UK offer-holders from under-represented 
backgrounds to support their transition from school/
college to our university. With both an online course 
and a two-week in-person element, it endeavours 
to help develop high-level academic skills through 
specialised assignments and feedback from current 
Oxford tutors alongside insight into what life as 
an Oxford student is like beyond the never-ending 
reading lists and bane-of-your-existence problem 
sheets. The weekly whiplash of formal dinner etiquette 
and tutorial dynamics are sincerely demystified by 
student ambassadors. Having been a participant in 
the 2022 cohort, and working during the last two 
Septembers as a part of the facilitating team, I offer 
you something beyond statistics. 

I remind you of that feeling of the first time and, again, 
that feeling you only savour later as you sprint to your 
tutorial with 30 seconds to go. Recall those inebriated 
nights filled with that intoxicating feeling of knowing 
something special was about to happen with good 
company and a starry sky that evades memory in 
the morning. Memories of the House will vary from 
person to person. My point is that Christ Church’s 
Tom Quad, meadows and Great Hall remain constant 
through time; much as the book will stay the same 
as the reader changes. As alumni, you are offered 
a re-reading of the tale. You are offered a hand to 
author and expand the avenues in which a protagonist 
may wander down until they also have opportunity 
realised and distilled into memory. Opportunity 
knocks but sometimes only to certain postcodes and 

communities. Our 
strong accessibility 
goals at Christ Church 
have meant that we don’t just knock; we email, we 
ring, we visit students in person to deliver sessions 
elucidating university life. An inflection point is set in 
motion before we even get to Christ Church. Maybe 
I’ll leave you with just one statistic: students will 100% 
not get in if they never even thought of applying as a 
prospect. n

4 OppOx students in action during a September residential.

“The‘OppOx’ programme is offered to talented UK offer-holders 
from under-represented backgrounds to support their transition 
from school/college to our university.” 

4 Christ Church tutor, Dr Sarah Simblet, 
teaching during one of the OppOx courses.
Images courtesy of Undergraduate 
Admissions and Outreach.

OUTLOOK
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The idea of joining Christ Church took shape during 
my time studying Astrophysics at the University of 
Cambridge. As I explored colleges in both Cambridge 
and Oxford, Christ Church immediately stood out 
with its stately courts and magnificent Hall, leaving 
a lasting impression. I was captivated not only by the 
stunning architecture but also by the rich sense of 
history the College embodied.

To fully immerse myself in the Oxford experience, I 
decided to pursue a subject in humanities rather than 
staying in the more familiar STEM fields. My choice 
of theoretical linguistics was inspired by my love for 
ancient languages and the parallels I noticed between 
syntactic analysis and mathematical physics.

I arrived in Oxford well before Michaelmas term, 
allowing myself ample time to settle in. The transition 
was made effortless by the warm welcome from the 
College staff and the cheerful greetings from Alice and 
Meadow (our resident cats). Freshers week was filled 
with College activities, and I particularly enjoyed the 
tour led by the College gardener. I was drawn to the 
intricate forms of the Jabberwocky Tree and the hidden 
gardens in the College, which unfolded like secret 
chapters in a book, gradually revealing their mysteries.

Having lived in many cities and studied at institutions 
around the globe, I find that what truly sets Oxford 
apart is its profound sense of history and scholarly 
atmosphere. One of my favourite places to study 
is Duke Humfrey’s Library, where the beautifully 
arranged shelves of old books create a perfect 
background for a quiet afternoon of reading and 
introspection.

Michaelmas has been demanding and fulfilling at 
the same time. Outside of my studies, I joined various 
sports clubs. Competing with the Ultimate Frisbee 
team was a thrill, and I look forward to representing 
the University in the air pistol varsity match during 
Hilary term. A highlight for me in Michaelmas 
was coxing for the first time – a challenge made 
memorable by the encouragement and support from 
the senior members of the Christ Church Boat Club.
 

The deep sense of belonging has motivated me to 
contribute to the community in return. As the new 
social secretary of the GCR committee, I am dedicated 
to fostering the same welcoming and inclusive 
atmosphere that has made my time at the college so 
enjoyable. Both the College and the GCR have been 
instrumental in shaping my Oxford experience, and I 
hope to ensure that others feel as warmly at home as I 
do here at Christ Church. n

A GRADUATE’S PERSPECTIVE: FIRST 
WEEKS OF THE OXFORD EXPERIENCE
RENEY ZHU (2024, LINGUISTICS, PHILOLOGY AND PHONETICS) 
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SECTION

People keep telling me the Art Room has 
grown arms and legs. I think it has. Maybe 
lots. Colleagues at the Lodge affectionately 
call it The Ark, and I joke with them that soon 
we may need to tow a barge. 

Christ Church Art Room remains the only one at 
Oxford, and it warmly welcome everyone 365 days 
of the year. Combing the crispy, biro indented pages 
of our signing-in book, running my fingers down 
columns of more than 2,800 signatures, I can see 
our visiting creatives are the students, staff or alumni 
of 37 colleges (besides our own), two gardening 
departments, the Ashmolean Museum, Bodleian 
Library and Oxford NHS Hospitals, with guests from 
Trinity College Cambridge, Universities of Brighton, 
Bristol, Manchester and UCL, the Science and 
Technology Facilities Council, and siblings from home.

Our studios are now brimming full of art materials 
and equipment that everyone may share. Much 
generously funded by the College, and many carloads 
of treasures given directly by artists and makers, or 
by their families, inspired to hand on their love of 
art, and deep belief in its importance to us all. Hilary 

Stenning, a retired Master Tailor, gave us reams of 
gorgeous fabrics, a lifetime supply of embroidery silks, 
boxes of beads, sequins and lace, and then rallied her 
friends to add pastels, pencils and chalks. Textile artist 
Elizabeth Heydeman’s daughter Tess gifted volumes of 
her mum’s richly coloured home-spun yarns together 
with her decades of research into natural dyes. Tagged 
evocatively with the names of flowering plants, tree 
bark, fungi and lichen, her delicate samples and huge 
soft skeins bring joy to the hearts of many. Olive’s 
buttons sit snug on the shelf. Paul’s paints are always 
out on the table. Andrew’s books were in use the day 

THE ART ROOM

DR SARAH SIMBLET, DIRECTOR OF STUDIES AND TUTOR FOR FINE ART AND THE ART ROOM

METEORS IN TURMERIC AND OTHER 
NEWS FROM THE ARK
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he gave them. Fay sent us two beautiful guitars. Many 
students are accomplished musicians who cannot 
bring their instruments from home, but they can 
come here to enjoy ours. 

‘Nosedive’ (a Brasenose student magazine), and ‘The 
Lucky Penny’ (a Wadham enterprise), are largely 
created here. Costumes and props now drip drying on 
the plan chest include strange pieces of silver armour 
and a tiger outfit. A suave, burgundy gentleman’s 
dressing gown progresses on our mannequin. My 
office now doubles as our sewing room … library, 
donations sorting centre, natural history museum, 
and if you can still squeeze in, a quiet space for 
students to retreat to. Alice Hackney patiently shares 
it with me too. A fine art alumna of St John’s, Alice 
is our specialist printmaking technician, giving 
immense support and running inspiring workshops 
for students and staff.

The Christ Church Whittlers are making gentle 
progress with their Chess Set. Astrophysicist Heloise 
Stevance and sculptor Garima Tripathi teamed up to 
develop a brilliant new physics outreach activity which 
then benefitted more than 100 local families. Carefully 
layering coloured powders into trays, they threw rocks 
into them to emulate solar system meteor strikes 
before wondering how to capture results. Late June, 
sticky weather, all of us went home sweetly dusted in 

cocoa powder, flour and turmeric. Typical fun we have 
at Art Club, the open-door, everyone-welcome, no 
skills needed ‘Art-Party’ that flows here from 4pm to 
midnight every Thursday and Friday. 

‘Orchard’ is a new University Collective dedicated to 
fulfilling Passion Projects. Originating with Socratica 
in Canada, it is now international, and the Oxford 
branch, working closely with nodes in Cambridge and 
London has made Christ Church Art Room its home. 
Every Tuesday evening our studios fill with nuclear 
and particle physicists, engineers, mathematicians, 
computer scientists, linguists, historians and more, 
here to work together on projects such as designing 
an indoor navigation app, writing a text book on 
General Relativity, building software for a self-driving 
car, writing competition essays, solving maths 
problems, printing t-shirts and modelling fungus in 
clay. I asked members to tell me the value of working 
inside an art space, and wrote to our regular Art Room 
Members too, asking for stories to share. I received an 
overwhelming response. These are just a few of their 
words. 

Catherine: “I normally use a boring room in a science 
department. Here there’s a whole explosion of stuff 
to look at. Being surrounded by things other people 
have made inspires me to be creative.” Robin: “It’s 
nice to be in a quiet space. It makes me feel calm.” 
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Cadence: “I’m learning not to be a perfectionist.” 
Joel: “This place feels like childhood when your 
parents left you in a room and you could do anything 
you wanted.” Anmol: “In technical engineering there 
is little creativity, but I need it. Being here with so 
many people to talk to, so much art to look at, I can 
organise my thoughts, get them flowing, do it, make 
it real, focus, and learn stuff I had no idea existed.” 
Grace: “Personally? - it’s an oasis.”

Janne Parviainen, Research Associate, Stockholm 
Environment Institute Oxford and alumna of 
St Antony’s: “Sacred, of sorts, it feels like, as Great 
Tom tolls, and the last lights of day enfold the plans of 
Wren. This and more, so tells our olden lore, is a fruitful 
ground; an orchard where young minds blossom, and 
futures are born. But it is of course, no spire that would 
do dreaming; no grand gallery, building or edifice that 
Oxford makes, nor the feats of its alumni alone. Rather, 
the student, current, not past, who must live beyond 
the history in these walls: to create and be allowed 
to imagine anew. […] For those needing a welcoming 
space, the Art Room is a home, where the rare gifts 
of giving manifest not in success, but in happiness, 
and in reminding us all of how the latter leads to the 
former - not vice versa. Christ Church and its staff set 
an example to the University at large: we must do 
good with what we have. For what is an endowment 
worth otherwise?” 

Caty Amey, Gardener, Corpus Christi: “I didn’t know 
I was interested in printmaking until I was enticed 
to the third floor of the old library, and have always 
felt gratitude for the Herculean task of getting those 
Victorian presses up the stairs.”

Emilia Osztafi, reading English at Wadham: “I 
stumbled across the Art Room by accident. Sarah 
encouraged me to come back and a week later I was 
printing. So much fun, I couldn’t help returning again 
and again. I was fascinated by medieval woodcuts, so 
tried printing with wood (too splintery and difficult). 
I made designs inspired by the manuscripts I am 
studying, and leaned into the abstraction and 
distortion of softer Lino relief printing. The Art Room 
always makes space for my strange experiments, 
providing me with tools and supplies I couldn’t 
otherwise afford. One evening, my printing was so 
prolific and large-scale, we had to create a new drying 
system by tying washing lines to the ceiling! 

The Albion (a cast iron printing press) has a special 
place in my heart. There’s something healing about 
the physical motions of it clanking back and forth, 
feeling held by its handle, swinging around in a bright 
red apron, recklessly dashing prints off the glassy 
inky table, inevitably getting linseed inks in my hair. It 
became a sanctuary for me in the Summer 2024. I was 
working with the Bodleian’s special collections by day, 

2 2 A linocut 
printed mediaeval 
head rolling off our 
Albion press.  

2 Natalie Tiede 
(St Hughes) sang 
Joan Baez songs 
for us on the first 
evening that we had 
a guitar. 

1 A meeting of 
Orchard lead by 
co-organisers Malaika 
Aiyar (Merton) and 
Nicholas Marsh 
(Hertford). “The 
experimental nature 
of the art room, along 
with having several 
rooms for different 
kinds of work, enables 
the scaling and 
curation of the vibe 
[...] and a whole range 
of new skills to learn.”
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handling rare books with extreme care (and very clean 
hands), then unwinding in the evenings with a creative 
process that felt corporeal and sumptuously chaotic.”

Malaika Aiyar, reading Maths and Computer Science 
at Merton: “I’ve always felt making is a need, just like 
food and water. It›s been emotional to be part of the 
Art Room this year, from the time we were printing 
through a laundry mangle, to a studio now churning 
out dozens of images daily, visited by so many artists 
from across the city. Thank you for such a magical 
place to relax when I am stressed, experience the 
highs of achievement, laugh with friends over tea, 
where it is okay to mess up, create art and love people, 
a place that hurts to be away from, and that feels like 
home.” 

Josita Kavitha Thirumalai, reading English at Christ 
Church: “The Art Room, unlike many other nooks of 
College, is magically wondrous in how it grounds you, 

how it wraps you up in a magnitude of emotion, that 
doesn’t intimidate but inspires. Perfectionism washes 
away, as you chat with others you find kindred in 
its ethos. There is a sanctity in the compassion and 
kindness you feel; a beckoning to be less fearful of 
mistakes as you commune with all the happenstance 
of fun around you. You’re left awe-struck and disarmed 
by the room exploding with life in every crevice you 
can find. You get to open all the boxes of painting, 
crochet and woodwork equipment and try them 
like a creative kid in a free-for-all candy shop. It gives 
you with all the warmth and compassion of a parent 
proudly displaying your creations front and centre at 
home. It reframes and redefines the benchmark for 
real accessibility.

As long as you’ve had fun, given it a go, given Horse 
(the skeleton) a pat on the head, you’ve found some 
solace of escape from the restless impossibility of 
the work outside. In the Art Room, you get pricked 

4 A fine steel 
gouging tool cuts 
smoothly into lino. 
Ink is then rolled over 
the surface. Cut lines 
appear white in the 
finished print. 

1 Hilary’s beads and 
sequins being sewn 
into a badge by Rhea 
Brar (Wadham) at Art 
Club. 
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THE ART ROOM

helping me carve out a work-life balance I hadn’t 
managed before. As someone from a low-income 
background, Art was never a hobby I could explore. 
Oxford’s generous bursaries do somewhat level the 
playing field, but it’s painfully obvious that students 
from higher-income backgrounds enjoy more 
opportunities, experiences and diverse hobbies than 
people like me. Yes, most state schools offer art – 
but are so underfunded students get little chance 
to use more than pencils and biro. I plan to continue 
printmaking now I’ve graduated, and feel I’ve been 
given a creative outlet I’d never have had if I hadn’t 
discovered the Art Room. Not only is it fantastic for 
students’ wellbeing, but it’s a hugely important pillar 
of access for Christ Church and the wider University.” n

with a gnostic childhood warmth as you shelter in 
a feeling that it is all so very possible. In search for 
better wellbeing, I find strength in this place where I 
can translate my nervous energy into making, and I 
no longer feel stranded in that paralysing stagnation 
of academic overwhelm that renders so many of us 
unable to move forward. In the Art Room it all slows 
down and quietens to a wistful mellow voice, where 
you are welcomed to belong in a healing and liminal 
space.”  

Nell Miles, Policy Advisor at DEFRA, alumna of 
Hertford: “The Art Room was, with no exaggeration, 
the best part of my final year at University reading 
MBiol Biology. When I discovered it, Sarah introduced 
me to hobbies I could get lost in. It became a refuge, 

“In the Art Room it all slows down and quietens to a wistful mellow voice, where you are 
welcomed to belong in a healing and liminal space.”

2 Garima Tripathi 
(St Catz) enjoying our 
first and fabulous 
‘Sessions’ workshop 
created by British 
Zimbabwean artist 
Siphiwe Munguni 
and we are using 
Elizabeth’s donated 
materials. 

1 Cheryl Luo (in 
pink) from New 
College brought her 
friends, her cake, and 
her 18th birthday 
party to share with us 
all at Friday night Art 
Club. Owl and Stoat 
are on their first 
outing too, having 
just arrived in the 
post. 
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CHRIST CHURCH COMMUNITY

Christ Church is an extraordinary place. The Visitor 
Services team (Custodians) are reminded of this on a 
daily basis when they see the expressions of wonder on 
our visitors’ faces, overhear excited conversations and 
receive eager questions about a vast array of subjects. 
Christ Church offers something for everyone and this is 
reflected in both the diverse range of visitors that come 
through our gates each day and in the increasing 
demand for our different tours. Our visitors are from 
all over the world, of all ages and have a wide range of 
interests. While it is flattering that so many people wish 
to visit us, this is also our biggest challenge.

For ‘the House’ is of course principally a home, a 
College and a Cathedral. The buildings and quadrangles 
constructed to accommodate the increasing 
student population over the centuries, showcase 
the prominent architectural style of each period and 
happily provide visitors with a beautiful and interesting 
route through the College. The revenues and surpluses 
from the visitor business are a valuable asset to the 
organisation supporting the main pillars of teaching, 
research and worship, helping to protect this for the 
future. However, with members of Christ Church living, 

studying and working behind each window and door, 
ensuring that visitors do not have a negative impact 
on the primary functions of the site is one of our main 
priorities. 

For this reason, in 2019 our Visitor Centre was built in 
Christ Church Meadow. The award-winning building 
houses the gift shop, toilets and tills, providing 
improved facilities for visitors and relocating them 
away from the main site; reducing the noise and 
congestion in their former homes in the Cloister 
and at Meadow Gate respectively. The Visitor Centre 
also provided us with the opportunity to create a 
multimedia guide charging area and offer visitors a 
new and engaging visitor experience. 

Our multimedia guide tours have not only transformed 
our visitors’ experience but also significantly reduced 
noise levels on site. The devices are mandatory for 
members of the public undertaking a self-guided 
visit during term and all tickets are now timed with 
set capacities which has helped ease congestion. The 
multimedia guides have given us an opportunity to 
engage directly with every person, encouraging a deeper 

BEHIND THE SCENES 
AT CHRIST CHURCH
HELEN CAMUNAS-LOPEZ, VISITOR MANAGER
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SECTION

Mr Benn’s, they would arrive each morning, swap their 
bowler hats for a new uniform and find themselves on 
a different adventure, as they helped to provide cover 
in other departments and keep Christ Church running 
behind the scenes. We have been rebuilding the visitor 
business carefully over the last four years, navigating 
the various protocols and guidance, with the safety of 
the Christ Church community always at the heart of 
decision-making. We were provided with an opportunity 
to start again, and with our new facilities at the ready we 
were able to experiment with the visitor operation and 
develop our experiences, always striving to improve and 
achieve the right balance between these.

We recognise how special Christ Church is to staff, 
and students both past and present. The tours the 
Custodians provide after Gaudies and during other 
alumni events, as well as to current students and their 
families, are without doubt some of their favourite, 
as they have an opportunity to exchange stories 
and anecdotes and learn a few things too! We are in 
the process of planning a number of special tours 
exclusively for alumni and current members of Christ 
Church in 2025. We look forward to sharing the details 
of these with you very soon and hope you will be able 
to join us on one of them as we celebrate the 500th 
anniversary of the founding of Cardinal College. n

and broader understanding of the site, its history and its 
contemporary life. Interviews with staff, students and 
academics, as well as behind-the-scenes videos, help 
to explain why closures are in place and provide virtual 
access to some private areas, such as the Library and 
Kitchen. The adult tour is available in 12 languages as well 
as a British Sign Language version, and an interactive 
family tour includes fun activities and games for under 
12s. The feedback from visitors has been extremely 
positive and we continue to develop and update the 
content to reflect the ever-evolving life of Christ Church. 

The introduction of the multimedia guides in a range 
of languages has reduced the time spent dealing 
with frequently asked questions but interaction with 
the Custodians and Cathedral Guides is also highly 
valued by visitors so we have begun to develop a range 
of guided tours for those visitors who prefer a more 
in-depth and personal experience. Highlights tours, 
behind the scenes tours, seasonal tours and special 
themed tours are all available for individuals to book 
online or for groups to request as part of a private visit. 

Our bespoke Alice in Wonderland and Christmas 
afternoon teas offer a particularly special experience 
for visitors. Attendees enjoy a carefully crafted 
selection of sandwiches, cakes and tarts at High Table 
in the Great Hall. With only a few teas taking place 
each year, they are consistently popular events. 

Just a few months after the Visitor Centre opened, the 
pandemic entered our lives. Although we closed to 
visitors, many of the Custodians continued to work on 
site throughout the lockdowns. Like a team of 

2 Our guided tours 
and multimedia 
tours are popular 
ways for visitors 
to explore Christ 
Church.

1 Tickets can be 
purchased online 
or in person from 
our Visitor Centre 
in Christ Church 
Meadow.

4 Visitors enjoying a selection of sweet treats at an Alice in Wonderland 
inspired afternoon tea in Hall.
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NIGEL HUDDLESTON (1989, PPE), 
CONSERVATIVE MP FOR DROITWICH AND EVESHAM

I find I am becoming increasingly sentimental and 
nostalgic about my time at Oxford.  This is not perhaps 
surprising, given my age!  I ‘came up’ (we really do 
have a different language) in 1989 when I was just 
18 years old, a third the age I am now.  Most of my 
knowledge about Oxford came from the Inspector 
Morse TV series.  Luckily, the murder rate during my 
time was not as high as in the programmes and books!

It is also with immense joy that I look back on my time 
at ‘the House’.  I had the most immensely fun and 
enjoyable time, with people who later in life became 
actors, writers, academics, captains of industry, 
religious leaders and world-leading sports men and 
women.  

Yes, I worked hard (those who knew me best will be 
laughing now) and I learnt a great deal from the people 
who only later in life did I realise were by far the best 
tutors and fellow students (wrong words again, I know) 
in the world. I still remember Peter Oppenheimer being 
on the telephone speaking to someone in another 
language and yet still managing to simultaneously 
listen to me reading my essay – and correcting me. 
David Hine has been perhaps the most important 
person to influence my own political thinking – 
moderating it to a considerable degree, though never 
quite managing to turn me into a Lib Dem!  

I took full advantage of the immense range of extra-
curricular activities on offer both at the College and in 
University societies and clubs, becoming a notorious 
‘hack’ (I still have old Cherwell clippings somewhere – 
remember John Evelyn?).

ALUMNI

FROM ONE HOUSE TO ANOTHER 
Reflections from three Christ Church Members elected to the House of Commons 
on Thursday 4 July 2024
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constantly come across people from my Oxford days 
and no matter where I am in the world I find that within 
about five minutes of conversation I discover a mutual 
friend through my Oxford links.

As for Christ Church specifically, I am sure I am not the 
only one who obsessively consumes every film, TV show 
or book that has even the briefest glimpse of or mention 
of our incredible College. I pinch myself every time I 
walk through the gates and enter some of the most 
magnificent and beautiful man-made surroundings 
on the planet. How fortunate or odd were we to live 
somewhere that ran to a different time to the rest of 
the country? Is it really true that we were only there for 
about 90 weeks of our life in total? It seems like so very 
much more!  Did we really eat in a Hall overlooked by a 
portrait of Henry VIII and think nothing of it?

We had the time of our lives and the lives of our time 
and I will never, ever forget it or take it for granted. 
Thank you, Christ Church, as an institution – and 
to everyone who helped make my time there so 
wonderful. n

I was proud and grateful to be the first member of my 
family ever to got to university and the first person from 
my comprehensive school ever to go to Oxford.  I even 
got paid to attend – this was still the days of student 
grants (If only George Osbourne hadn’t scrapped 
them...)!

Oxford opened up the world to me. Literally. It unlocked 
doors and opportunities I had never previously been 
exposed to or imagined.  I met the most amazing 
people – many of whom are great friends to this day.  
In my professional life in both business and politics I 

PARLIAMENT

4 Nigel visiting Christ Church in his capacity as Tourism Minister in 2021. 
He is shown here with former Steward, Pauline Linières-Hartley.
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CHARLIE MAYNARD (1990, GEOGRAPHY), 
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT MP FOR WITNEY

I’m completely delighted to be elected as the Liberal 
Democrat MP for Witney. When I moved with my 
family to live outside Witney in 2016, I wasn’t planning 
a future life in politics, but Brexit changed that. I 
believe that we have taken a wrong turn as a country 
which was then compounded by the Conservatives 
inflicting a ‘hard’ Brexit on us by taking us outside 
the customs union and single market. I believe that 
this is a slow puncture for our economy, our public 
services and our country as a whole, as evidenced 
by our terrible GDP per capita growth numbers and 
the decline in our exports. I am now on the Business 
& Trade select committee and am working with 
colleagues to do what we can to mitigate the worst 
aspects of this situation.

Deciding to get involved in politics was not an easy 
decision, but once in, I found myself enjoying it. Many 
people say that it is impossible to get anything done 
in politics – however, that has not been my experience 
to date. I was previously an entrepreneur, setting 

up a business in 1996 focused on Asian mergers & 
acquisitions and growing it over 24 years. I’ve found 
that many of the skills are transferable: curiosity, 
energy, building a team, working with people to find 
solutions, prioritisation and never giving up. When one 
issue is stuck, there are plenty of others to work on.

Since being elected I’ve continued to focus on a mix 
of local and national issues. I’m leading the project 
to rebuild the railway line that linked Carterton, 
Witney and Eynsham and Oxford. The county council 
conducted a feasibility study last year. The focus 
now is on inserting the project into the Local Plan 
and working with local landowners and developers 
on the funding. I’m working with parties to explore 
redeveloping council owned land in Witney both to 
expand health services and further education courses 
and to build more social housing. I’m working with 
experts to demonstrate why Thames Water’s proposed 
restructuring proposal serves the bankers well, but 
neither our rivers nor our communities. And I’m on the 
Business & Trade Select Committee and am working 
hard on European trade issues, the employment rights 
bill and better arms export controls. n       

ALUMNI

2 Charlie Maynard 
in Parliament Square 
Garden starting his 
political career as a 
newly-elected MP.
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NOAH LAW (2020, BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION), 
LABOUR MP FOR ST AUSTELL AND NEWQUAY

FROM THE HOUSE TO PARLIAMENT: 
An Unorthodox Route Down a Well-Trodden Path

Matriculating into Christ Church in 2020 was a test 
of resilience – a much-awaited return to the joys of 
graduate study beset by a global pandemic. But this 
was a grounding much needed for the years ahead. 
My journey into politics was, despite appearing neat 
enough on paper, hardly straightforward.

Nor was it entropic, however. That I chose to make 
my early career in the City is no coincidence given the 
thirst young Cornish people have to get out, see the 
world and, sadly, all too often, wrest themselves from 
the lack of economic opportunity that beleaguers 
Cornwall. That I chose to specialise in financing 
industrial sectors, coming from part of the UK that 
is better known for the challenges that tourism 
poses to its economy, than the other side of the coin 
that is deindustrialisation, is no coincidence. It is no 
coincidence that I went on to development finance, 
knowing that it would furnish me with many of the 
tools needed to get to work on the challenges that 
face Cornwall. And it is no coincidence that, despite a 
fervent interest in Labour politics from a young age, I 
chose to build a career full stop, given that we’d won 
fewer Labour MPs in Cornwall in history than we had 
in this election, yet elsewhere in the country, it’s an 
obvious choice for many to enter politics with the 
Party they believe in from the get-go. But this same 
dynamic is what has brought a richness and breadth of 
experience to the new cohort of MPs, many of whom 
represent new territory for the Labour Government.

Although some sense of normalcy had returned by 
the time I graduated, my path forward remained 
uncertain. I declined an offer to return to investment 
banking, opting instead to re-join my previous firm 

in Helsinki, Finland. For months, I questioned my 
decision, wondering if I should abandon my political 
ambitions and focus solely on my financial career. The 
financial hit after stumping up for an MBA degree 
was real, but the perspective I gained from prioritising 
a career in overseas development finance, working 
with businesses across Africa and Southern Asia was 
priceless. After the MBA, a move back abroad, and 
then back to the UK once again to begin a selection 
campaign in an increasingly winnable seat where 
I’d spent to so much of my life was quite a logistical 
challenge. Along the way, I sacrificed much of the 
calm of Nordic living to complete my Chartered 
Financial Analyst qualification, study for my Finnish 
language exam, and work toward dual citizenship, 
while juggling a job with frequent international travel. 
In hindsight, these efforts feel like the foundation of my 
Parliamentary work on the International Development 
Committee, All-Party Parliament Group for the Nordic 
Countries, and my Chairmanship of the APPG for 
Critical Minerals, rather than distractions from it. I 
continue to work closely with business as I work to help 
bring about an industrial strategy for Cornwall.

It’s often said all work and no play makes Jack a dull 
boy but, in Parliament, much like at university, there’s 
a proverbial sweet shop of opportunities to learn new 
fields and debate topics where one’s experience may 
be limited. Discipline is crucial, at least for an MP 
defending a relatively slim majority such as my own 
and who must be absolutely dedicated to the needs of 
their constituents.

Resilience, I came to understand from this journey, is 
a relative thing, with what felt like tough times in my 
experience of the pandemic being utterly dwarfed 
by what came after, and the experience of so many 
others both in the House and further afield. But I think 
back fondly to my time as Food & Dining Officer, the 
protracted study sessions in the Les Jones Room, and 
the outdoor events where I met some of my closest 
friends.

These moments remain cherished memories. It 
brings me great joy to maintain a connection to the 
House, especially through friendships with those 
now finishing their doctorates. And yes, I occasionally 
wonder whether the blade I won in the M3 Bumps is 
too ostentatious for a Labour MP’s office décor. For 
now, it serves as a symbol of the resilience that has 
shaped my journey. n

PARLIAMENT
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Since leaving Christ Church in 2004, life has 
thrown me a few curveballs. I didn’t expect 
to be an entrepreneur and I didn’t expect to 
have triplets. In fact, if you had told 21-year-
old me how life would turn out, I would have 
laughed. But then if you’d told a 16-year-old 
me that I’d be studying at one of the most 
beautiful colleges in the world, she’d have 
been shocked too.

Yet there were some clues. I have always loved books. 
My mum was a teacher. She filled the house with 
books and took us to the library every Saturday. 
Bookshops and libraries will always be happy places for 
me, so perhaps it’s not so surprising that by the time I 
was 26, I’d set up my first book publishing company.

At that time, I was young and naive, and could see a 
gap in the book publishing market. I tried to share my 
ideas with my boss, but my youthful enthusiasm fell 
on deaf ears. Fine, I thought. I’ll do it myself. Well, I’ve 
always been determined and hard-working.

With my brother’s help, I ran a series of book 
publishing companies dedicated to helping authors 
professionally self-publish. Most recently, we 
specialised in expert non-fiction. I loved this because I 
got to work with such a fascinating range of experts. 

I think the kick I get from working 1:1 with experts stems 
back to my tutorials at College where my ideas would 
be interrogated, and challenged and my perspective 
would often shift. That unique process helped me 
channel the questioning spirit I’ve had since being the 
kid who always asked “Why?” until the adults were 
exasperated into fierce critical thinking. Throughout my 
career, I’ve never been afraid to see things differently, 
speak out against convention and go against the grain. 
All things I can thank the tutorial system for. 

My business had meant everything to me. It had been 
an integral part of my identity for so many years. I’d 
ridden the bumps that come with entrepreneurship, 
and, in 2022, was invited to the House of Lords 
where I was recognised as one of the top 100 female 
entrepreneurs in the UK. 

But life was about to take a very sharp detour.

After two miscarriages, I naturally conceived triplets. 
The chances of this are so minimal I haven’t been able 
to find a statistic. 

At first, they told me that it was twins, then at my next 
scan, they flipped the screen around to show three 
white blobs, beating hearts. I was so paralysed with 
shock I couldn’t get dressed. I lay there staring at the 
ceiling tiles wondering how on earth this could be 
happening. There were no twins or triplets in my family.

It was an extremely high-risk pregnancy. At my 12-
week scan the consultant said, “It’s not just your body 
that can’t do this; the human body can’t do this.” Well, 
you can imagine how I respond to being told I can’t do 
something…

Thankfully, we managed to dodge all the potential 
complications and my baby boys (Jerry and Frankie 
– identical twins – and Rafa their non-identical 
brother) were born at 33 weeks in a complex C-section 
involving 28 medics. They were tiny, weighing just 
3.5lbs each. When I had pictured being a mother, it 
was to one baby. I had imagined being able to hold my 
baby after birth, being able to breastfeed right away. 
But my reality was very different.

They spent the first 4–5 weeks in hospital, learning 
how to survive and grow. It was a traumatic time. I 
would hang on every word of the doctor each and 
every ward round, desperately searching for a glimmer 
of hope, a sign that they may be able to come home.

ALUMNI

FROM PUBLISHING 
ENTREPRENEUR 
TO MUM GUILT
LEILA GREEN (2001, ENGLISH LITERATURE) 
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community and within organisations looking to better 
support the mums that work for them. 

In some ways, it feels like I’ve come full circle. After 
years of helping others write and publish books, I 
am now writing my own. I’ve also collaborated with 
documentary-maker Stacey Dooley on her book 
on motherhood which is out on Mother’s Day. And, 
ironically, I have dipped my toe back into journalism, 
and have just had my first column in the Metro 
newspaper.

I couldn’t have foreseen any of this when I stepped 
into College for the first time, but actually, the thinking 
and communication skills I sharpened there have 
made all of this possible. n

Leila Green studied English Literature from 2001. She 
is 41 and lives in Beckenham, South London, with her 
husband, James, triplets Rafa, Jerry and Frankie, and 
whippet, Wilbur. She is founder of the F*** Mum Guilt 
Movement.

One of the hardest weeks of my life was when Rafa and 
Frankie were discharged and Jerry stayed in hospital. 
Who needed me the most? The two that were at home 
still very fragile and who shouldn’t, by rights, even be 
born yet, or the one in hospital who, though the most 
poorly, had teams of specialists looking after him round 
the clock? I couldn’t be in two places at once. There 
was never enough mummy to go around.

This was my first experience of mum guilt. My babies 
had the same needs as any other baby and at best I 
could meet a third of them. I didn’t feel good enough no 
matter what I did. After two months of 24 feeds every 24 
hours and surviving on minimal sleep, I reached a point 
where I had to ditch the mum guilt before it took me 
out. It didn’t give me any extra capacity: it just made me 
feel worse about doing my best.

Fast-forward to 2024 and I accidentally started a 
movement of of mums who can say “no” to society’s 
expectations, “no” to mum guilt and “yes” to looking 
after themselves. It started small, with a few posters 
in my local library advertising an online event and 
it quickly gained traction, audiences grew, we got 
national media coverage and now we are really on a roll. 

I’m currently working on a book on how to break up 
with mum guilt and speak about this topic in the 

MUM GUILT

“After two months of 24 feeds every 24 
hours and surviving on minimal sleep, I 
reached a point where I had to ditch the 
mum guilt before it took me out.” 
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The House is an establishment with a 
legacy. Almost 500 years old, Christ Church 
is rich with history, characters and tradition. 
And each year, new undergraduates and 
postgraduates add to its ranks. This tapestry 
extends back in time even as it continues to 
stretch into the future.

Faced directly, the challenge of how any current 
Member could add to such a legacy can seem 
impossible. 13 prime ministers, several kings, and 
the occasional billionaire is a daunting list of alumni. 
Alexander the Great supposedly wept because there 
were no more worlds to conquer. Today’s students are 
more likely to cry simply at the prospect of ascending 
the housing ladder. 

The House faces similar questions. As well as the 
weight of history, Christ Church and Oxford University 
continue to attract the scrutiny of the wider world. This 
is right given the prominent role they play in shaping 
young minds. Yet they are also difficult conditions 
under which to make a decision, let alone one that 
may have consequences down the centuries. 

What prescription then for such crippling personal 
and institutional angst? Looking back at my own 
time, I can only echo the advice of all parents to their 
children: “just be yourself and try your best”.  In the 
long run, this is the only sustainable path. Heeding the 
opinions of your peers too closely, particularly when 
you are unlikely to see most of them ever again after 
a three-year period, is unlikely to set you on course for 
fulfilment, let alone greatness. 

It is true that this becomes easier once you have left 
the hothouse of academic life. The realisation that 
very few decisions are truly permanent can also make 
each one less weighty. Since leaving Christ Church, my 
experiments with a “career” variously took me from 

broadcasting to public relations until finally landing in 
asset management.
 
On the one hand, this would be quite a surprise to my 
17-year-old self, who adamantly declared that he had 
“no interest in economics whatsoever”. On the other, 
hindsight allows me to rationalise as a perfectly logical 
progression. 

Matriculating in 2008, I wanted to understand more 
about why the world around me was falling apart. 
Changes in VAT as perceived at Topman (yes, I know) 
led to reading The Big Short. Endless broadcasts 
from Robert Peston – then BBC Business Editor – 
encouraged me to study journalism. When it became 
apparent the financial companies being reported 
upon could tell me far more than the media, I applied 
for jobs in PR. Before long, I was sitting in meetings 
with analysts and FTSE 100 CEOs wondering, “well how 
can I keep doing this?”

Today, I talk to people about the opportunity to find 
attractive returns by investing in companies across 
Environmental Markets. These are businesses trying to 
find solutions to some of life’s most pressing problems: 
How can we feed growing populations? Where should 
our clean energy solutions come from? What does 
“zero waste” really look like? 

Doing so has allowed me to marry a youthful conviction 
that today’s economic model is not sustainable (either 
environmentally or socially) with a more pragmatic 
awareness that people will always long for a better 
quality of life, and the funds to pursue it. It’s also been 
the product of asking questions and listening to those 
with my best interests at heart. Opportunities which 
presented themselves could then either be seized 
wholeheartedly or refused with conviction. 

Such a framework for decision-making also helps in 
times of adversity. Having made a choice, it can be 

ALUMNI

MAKING CHOICES 
YOU CAN LIVE WITH
THOMAS MORRIS BROWN (2008, ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE)
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As Christ Church faces into the future, it has its own 
choices to make. How will it keep attracting the most 
promising students? What does teaching look like 
in a world dominated by AI? How will its ambitions 
be funded as government priorities change? On the 
latter at least, I would encourage some truly long-term 
thinking. At a time when sustainability is less du jour, 
it is worth remembering that the pressures of climate 
change, shifting demographics and resource scarcity 
will likely outlive us all. Investing with this in mind may 
reflect well upon you when even the House’s billionaire 
alumni are just footnotes in history. n

Tom is a Portfolio Specialist at Impax Asset 
Management where he is responsible for the 
investment trust Impax Environmental Markets plc. 

tempting to question it when the rewards are not 
immediate. I joined my most recent firm less than 18 
months ago, at a time when the world of sustainable 
investing faces several headwinds. Geopolitical issues, 
higher interest rates and global enthusiasm for AI 
means some investors are simply less enthusiastic 
about sustainability. 

In these instances, the security of a genuine conviction 
can insulate from short-term pressure. Indeed, 
contrarian decisions are often those which lead to the 
best outcomes. This applies as much to institutional 
issues as it does personal ones. For example, in 
finance, people often remark that “investments are 
the only thing people don’t want to buy when they go 
on sale”. 

LIFE CHOICES

“Today, I talk to people about the opportunity to find attractive returns by investing in 
companies across Environmental Markets. These are businesses trying to find solutions 
to some of life’s most pressing problems.”

4 Tom Morris, Freddie Manson, Miranda Alexander-Webb and Anna Koeferle in 2010.



      

EDITORIAL 
KIMBERLEY LITTLEMORE (1985, PPE)

‘Green’ careers, Christ Church Connections, and a roundup of recent alumni events feature in 
this edition of Association News. 

Having explored the somewhat hot topic of AI and 
its application in the last ‘career focus’ of Association 
News, I was keen to identify another similarly current 
– and critical – area for our Michaelmas term edition. 
I find it fascinating to talk to people working in 
fields that might not have existed when I was an 
undergraduate. Just as AI is presenting challenges 
and new opportunities in the employment market, so 
too is climate change.
 
There is always a wealth of experience on 
which to draw among our alumni community. 
This edition’s focus on those working 
in industries which seek to protect the 
environment proved no exception. I really 
enjoyed speaking to Alexander Soane (2021, 
MBA) and Ariana Verme (2017, Chemistry) 
about their work with carbon capture and 
energy storage respectively. Their work 
seems even more urgent in the face of the 
dramatic weather events that dominate 
the news. 
 
If you have any thoughts about careers 
that you’d like to see featured, 
please do drop me a line via Christ 
Church Connections. I’d love to 
hear from you – and we’re keen to 

utilise this online platform to its full potential. As a 
dispersed community, it is inevitably difficult to keep 
in touch; but Christ Church Connections facilitates 
communication – renewing contacts and offering 
new ‘virtual’ acquaintances. In terms of careers, the 
platform offers a chance to network with others 
in a wide range of industries. If you have not yet 
done so, and would like to offer your expertise with 

careers guidance on the platform, we would 
be most grateful. This is particularly valuable 

for the youngest Members of our alumni 
community: they benefit from advice 

and mentoring from others who have 
generously offered to give their time. 
Finally, Christ Church Connections 
         ensures we are all up-to-date 

with the latest news from 
Christ Church and reminds 
us of events on the horizon; 
whether in Oxford, around 
the UK or overseas. Indeed 
this year – more than any 
other – offers plenty of 
opportunities to return 
and share in the 500th 
anniversary celebrations of 
our remarkable institution, 
the House. n

36  |  CHRIST  CHURCH MAT TERS 53

ASSOCIATION
NEWS

EDITORIAL



CHRIST  CHURCH MAT TERS 53  |  37

RENEWABLE ENERGY

DR ALEXANDER SOANE 
(2021, MBA)

I am working in green chemistry. 
At a molecular chemical 
level, we are trying to turn 
molecules of carbon dioxide 
(CO2) into precursor chemicals 
for synthetic fuels or plastics, 
sequestering it in a form that 
prevents it from being released into the atmosphere.

Our start-up, called Carbogenesis is based in Miami, 
Florida, and is part of a concerted global effort globally 
to find a way to address industrial CO2 emissions 
by converting them into high value materials. If 
we can convert greenhouse gases into economic 
opportunities, the market should then do the work for 
us to take CO2 out of the atmosphere and help tackle 
climate change.

I received my undergraduate degree at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) where I 
also earned a doctorate in electrical engineering with 
a particular focus on microwave power. I have joined 

forces with my dad, a chemical engineer, to form 
Carbogenesis. Along with a team of very smart people, 
we are developing a notion of a physical reactor that 
blends the two disciplines of physics and chemistry. 
Inter-disciplinary work brings a lot of very intellectually 
lop-sided people together. The Venn diagram peaks 
in the centre where we all learn from each other – and 
that’s where the magic happens!

My time at Christ Church for the MBA programme 
opened a new dimension for me beyond my scientific 
background. Until then my life had been all about 
engineering and, dare I say, nerdiness. At MIT I spent 
much of my time in deep intellectual holes focused on 
microwaves. At Christ Church, I learned to communicate 
and interact with “non-engineers” from all over the 
world. I learnt what people with a different kind of 
lop-sidedness to me thought was of value. My time at 
Christ Church showed me that other skills – assimilating 
new information, organising it convincingly, and 
communicating it to others – are really the keys to 
success. This is true not just for the success of a specific 
enterprise but for larger scale successes as well, such as 
getting people to rethink about how to handle industrial 
emissions to mitigate climate change!

GOING GREEN
Kimberley Littlemore (1985, PPE) meets two Members working to mitigate the effects of 
climate change and accelerate the move towards renewable energy. 

2 The Carbogenesis 
system for CO2 
conversion. The 
process involves 
carefully balancing 
flows and power to 
enable the seamless 
conversion of CO2 
into a useful product.

1 CO2 plasma jet 
plume exiting the 
reactor. Continuous 
jet flow is an 
important feature 
of the Carbogenesis 
technology.
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ARIANA VERME 
(2017, CHEMISTRY) 

The company I work for is a 
leading global optimiser of 
battery storage and renewable 
energy technologies, called 
Habitat Energy.  We are a bit like 
an asset manager for money, our 
clients give us their batteries to 
operate with their chosen risk profile, and we decide 
how the energy in the battery is traded, e.g. at what 
price do we sell/buy and in which markets. The aim is 
twofold: i) by maximising the revenue of the batteries, 
we incentivise investment into more batteries, which is 
vital to enable the transition to a clean power system 
ii) as we build more renewables the supply of 
electricity on the grid is more variable (wind blows in 
gusts and clouds can come over the sun). Batteries 
can respond very quickly to changes in renewable 
output: thus we can manage a greater proportion of 
renewables on the grid by having more “flexibility” 
from batteries. Batteries can also help store the energy 
renewables generate until it is needed (e.g. store wind 
that is generated overnight until the morning when 
everyone is getting ready for work).

I also learned that unrealistic goals are the enemy of 
progress. We ‘just’ need to get to a solution that makes 
sense ... and we are getting there. Carbogenesis offers 
just that solution and lets us get started solving the 
existential problems facing our planet. 

To borrow the words of my dad, “Climate change 
mitigation is a heavy lift”. It is challenging.  We need 
to find a carbon capture, sequestering and utilisation 
mechanism that has a compelling business case and 
then it should take off all by itself and start undoing 
centuries of damage. I am optimistic and comforted to 
know that many smart people are working to address 
CO2 emissions.  Curiosity is the best asset that we 
have. We are trying to think out of the box and truly 
believe that there will eventually be a solution that is 
economically compelling for decision-makers that will 
make all the difference in the world. n
 

ASSOCIATION NEWS

At Christ Church, I learned to communicate 
and interact with “non-engineers” from all 
over the world. I learnt what people with 
a different kind of lop-sidedness to me 
thought was of value. 

4 Grid-scale battery storage site in North West England operated by Habitat Energy.
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working hard to deliver. This resilience is probably how 
I managed to get through having a broken ankle in 
my second year after an excellent varsity ski trip. Being 
unable to walk for two months made me realise how 
I had taken my mobility for granted. Moving around 
College on crutches and a mobility scooter made 
me realise how many of our College buildings were 
inaccessible. Our famous steps up to Hall can be like 
an ice rink after a bit of rain. This experience motivated 
me to be disabilities rep from 2019-20, the role was 
one of my favourite aspects of my College life. I’m still 
inspired by everyone I met through the role and am 
glad I could help make life in College for those with 
physical and mental disabilities a bit easier.

I am often asked about the sustainability of batteries: 
what about the use of lithium and its mining, the air 
conditioning needed to keep the batteries cool? No 
system is perfect, and, unfortunately, we don’t have 
the time to wait for it to get to perfect. But my mind is 
put at ease knowing that lithium-ion battery recycling 
has come a long way and we can now recycle nearly 
100% of the battery and many companies are hard 
at work on this. The batteries themselves are also 
becoming more efficient to run and produce. I hope 
the energy transition will be a closed book in my 
lifetime, but until then I have chemistry, resilience and 
a deep love for batteries to contribute to the fight. n

If we can encourage the increased use of grid-scale 
batteries over the long-term, it will help to create a 
cleaner, more secure and affordable energy system 
that doesn’t rely on polluting fossil fuel power plants. 
The energy transition will take time, most of us won’t 
notice it day to day, but in 2024, the GB grid had the 
most hours of negative power prices in history due 
to surplus renewable generation. These negative 
hours are times when you can actually be paid to use 
electricity!

My interest in energy storage started during my third 
year of study as a chemist when I learnt about batteries, 
fuel cells and photovoltaics in my options lectures. 
Learning about lithium ion batteries in the building 
where they were discovered definitely made the 9am 
lectures easier. This was also around the same time I 
started to develop my drive to help in the fight against 
climate change. An internship with Old Member and 
energy trader Mark Owen Lloyd (1980, History), during 
the summer of my first year, taught me about futures 
trading. Finding this job at Habitat felt like the perfect 
mix of those two interests – whilst keeping my ambition 
to work in climate change front of mind.

The biggest skill I learned in College was resilience. 
No matter what was going on in my personal life, 
from a broken ankle to a broken heart, I was always 

RENEWABLE ENERGY

4 Varsity ski trip with (from the left): Rebecca Dodd (2017, Maths), Domingo Morgan-Luco (2017, Geography), Laura Sweeting (2017, Newnham College, 
Cambridge), Ariana Verme and William Kirkpatrick (2017, Worcester College).

“I am often asked about the sustainability of batteries: what about the use of lithium 
and its mining, the air conditioning needed to keep the batteries cool? No system is 
perfect, and, unfortunately, we don’t have the time to wait for it to get to perfect.”
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CHRIST CHURCH 
CONNECTIONS – 
HAVE YOU SIGNED 
UP?
Christ Church Connections is an online 
community exclusively available to Members 
of the House! Hosted by ToucanTech, a 
company founded by Kate Jillings (1998, PPE), 
the networking site has been purposefully 
designed to help you keep in touch 
with Christ Church, your friends and 
contemporaries, and enable you to form 
new acquaintances for purposes of 
networking or career development. 

Ensure you are up-to-date with news from the 
College and Cathedral, access previous publications 
and don’t miss out on updates relating to our 
special programme of events to celebrate the 500th 
anniversary of the founding of Cardinal College. 
If you have not already created your online profile on 
Christ Church Connections, we encourage you to do 
so. Once you have created your profile, you will be able 
to search and connect with your (possibly long-lost) 

contemporaries, publish and share your news and 
stories, network with fellow alumni on the other side of 
the world, and offer mentoring support to our Junior 
Members and recent leavers. The site will also allow 
you to book events and view photo galleries.

Signing up is an easy process, and can be done within 
minutes. To sign up, visit http://chchconnections.org. 
Once you have filled in your personal information 
(don’t forget to add a picture of yourself!), we will verify 
and approve your online profile within two business 
days. You will then be able to explore all the exciting 
features on Christ Church Connections. Please make 
sure to add development.office@chchconnections.
org to your safe sender list, so that all our emails – 
including your Gaudy invitation – won’t end up in your 
junk box!

Christ Church Connections is bringing the entire 
College community closer, ensuring a lifelong 
connection to both the House and each other. We 
hope you will be part of the online community. n

http://chchconnections.org
mailto:development.office@chchconnections.org
mailto:development.office@chchconnections.org
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EVENTS

History Lecture and Drinks 4
On Monday 3 June we were delighted to welcome 
over 100 alumni and their guests to a lecture given by 
Owen Matthews (1990, History) on the topic of “Ukraine 

Endgame – What the origins of the Russian-Ukrainian 
War can tell us about its possible outcomes” held at 
Wallacespace Spitalfields, London. 

June Gaudy 4
Matriculands from 1998 to 2000 attended their Gaudy 
in Hall on Friday 21 June.  

US West Coast 4 
Coinciding with the Christ Church Cathedral Choir’s 
tour of California, we were delighted to hold events for 
alumni in Los Angeles and San Francisco in late June. 

EVENTS 
JUNE TO NOVEMBER 2024
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Board of Benefactors’ Reception 461 
Kindly hosted by the Marquess of Salisbury (Robert 
Cecil, 1965, History) and Lord Charles Cecil (1968, 
History), our Board of Benefactors members attended 
a drinks reception in the spectacular grounds of 
Hatfield House on Thursday 19 September. 

CCA ‘Open House’  41

Alumni and their families, friends, and guests 
returned to Christ Church for the annual Christ Church 
Association ‘Open House’ on Saturday 21 September.
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EVENTS

October Gaudy 824

The October Gaudy (2001-2003) was held on Friday 
4 October. 

Bishopsgate 
Drinks 231

On Tuesday 
12 November, 
over 90 alumni 
attended a 
reception at 
Fidelis MGU, 
Bishopsgate, 
kindly hosted by 
Charles Mathias 
(1980, History).



      

ASSOCIATION NEWS

The fee includes the full lecture programme, three nights’ accommodation*, all meals, dinner wines 
and refreshments as timetabled. *Day delegate rate available for those local to the House.
 
Visit https://www.chch.ox.ac.uk/visit/special-interest-event to book your place.
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Thomas Hardy is one of the few great writers to 
enjoy an equally illustrious career as a novelist, 
a short story writer, and a poet. Our next Special 
Interest Event will concentrate on Hardy’s life 

and work (along with cultural interactions) 
and explore his last great tragic novels, shorter 
fiction, poetry and some of the women who 
inspired his work.
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Thursday 3 to 
Sunday 6 April 
2025

CHRIST 
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EVENT Thomas Hardy,  

      Art and Culture
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Flooding, which has significantly disrupted rowing 
this term and last year, will become a more frequent 
challenge in the years ahead. As climate change 
influences weather patterns, heavier and more 
unpredictable rainfall will lead to more frequent 
flooding. The club is proactively reimagining the 
novice program to ensure it remains engaging and 
effective. Placing greater emphasis on coaching with 
ergometers and at the rowing tank in Iffley Gym, rather 
than depending on good weather for water sessions, 
has been crucial this year in retaining novice rowers. 
This redevelopment reflects the club’s commitment 

to resilience and innovation, ensuring that new rowers 
continue to enjoy a rewarding and fun introduction to 
the sport, regardless of external challenges. 

I am hopeful that the work we are doing now in 
providing a structured introduction to the sport, while 
addressing the future challenges with flooding, will 
have a lasting impact on the club’s future success. 
These efforts will ensure that our rowers, both novice 
and experienced, are better prepared and more 
competitive, setting Christ Church Boat Club ahead of 
other colleges in the years to come.

BOAT CLUB REVIEW 
2024
JACOB WILLIAMS (2022, PHYSICS)
BOAT CLUB PRESIDENT

This term has been eventful for Christ Church Boat Club. 
Despite the challenges posed by persistent flooding, the club has 
continued to thrive, adapting creatively to ensure both new and experienced rowers have 
opportunities to develop and succeed. The club’s resilience and community spirit have 
been on full display, from welcoming an enthusiastic group of novices to introducing new 
training programs and hosting memorable events.

4 Women’s Squad training at Sandford. 4 Men’s Squad training at Sandford.
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BOAT CLUB

Our club has recruited and retained over 60 eager 
novices throughout the term. This remarkable 
turnout reflects the appeal of rowing and the vibrant 
community spirit at the club. Seeing the novices 
braving the winter weather shows their commitment 
to the club and the sport!

One of the highlights this term was the Novice Ergatta, 
which served as a replacement for the Novice Regatta, 
after flooding made on-water racing impossible. The 
Ergatta brought energy and excitement to the College, 
with most of our novices competing in a dynamic relay 
race tournament on the ergometers. Festively named 

“Team Blitzen’ won the event in a close final against 
“Team Dancer”. The racing showcased their hard work 
and introduced them to the thrill of racing in a fun 
and supportive environment. It was a fantastic way 
to celebrate the novices’ achievements and keep the 
competitive spirit alive despite the challenges posed 
by the weather.

This term also marked an exciting upgrade in our 
boathouse with the addition of new gym equipment. 
These resources have enabled us to incorporate 
regular strength and conditioning (S&C) sessions into 
our training schedule, enhancing the fitness and 
performance of all rowers. The focus on S&C has been 
a game-changer. 

Our social calendar would not be complete without 
the much-anticipated Annual Steak Dinner. This 
brought the club together and allowed both 
novices and returning rowers to bond. The dinner 
underscored the strong sense of community that 
defines the club.

As the term comes to an end, the club is poised for 
continued success, with our members demonstrating 
unwavering dedication, resilience, excellence, and a 
strong sense of community. The efforts put in this term 
have laid the groundwork for a bright future, ensuring 
that Christ Church Boat Club remains a leading force 
in collegiate rowing. With these core values guiding us, 
we are ready to face whatever challenges the future 
may bring and continue to thrive as a united and 
competitive club.

1 Senior and novice 
women training 
hard together at the 
boathouse.

4 The Novice Ergatta – teams of novice rowers going head-to-head on 
ergs in Christ Church Meadow.

“One of the highlights this term was 
the Novice Ergatta, which served as a 
replacement for the Novice Regatta, after 
flooding made on-water racing impossible.” 
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REVIEWS

Enlightened Oxford: 
the University and the 
Cultural and Political Life 
of Eighteenth-Century 
Britain and Beyond (2023), 
NIGEL ASTON (1979, 
HISTORY).

Institutional histories of 
Oxford and its colleges 
abound, and recent ones 
make imaginative and 
creative use of surviving 
archives, not least those 
that Judith Curthoys has published about Christ 
Church. But Enlightened Oxford approaches the 
subject from a fresh angle, trying to clarify the 
multiplicity of connections between the University and 
the outside world in the ‘long’ 18th century, an era in 
which Oxford has too often been depicted, wrongly, as 
moribund. 

The book shows where Oxford fitted in that wider 
picture and ponders its place in an ever-shifting 
intellectual world where national and religious 
boundaries were under scrutiny. While not denying the 
degree of corporate inertia to be found in the University 
(and few other components of Hanoverian institutional 
life were immune to that), there was internal scope for 
Members so inclined to be creative in their teaching, 
open new research lines, and be unapologetic Whigs 
rather than unrepentant Tories. For if Oxford was a seat 
of learning rooted in its past – and with an increasing 
antiquarian awareness of its inheritance – it also had 
a capacity for adaptation to an unsuspected degree, a 
scope for intellectual and political pluralism that was 
not incompatible with enlightened values. 

History in the House 
(2024), 
DR RICHARD 
DAVENPORT-HINES
Review by Simon Kusseff 
(1967, History)

Richard Davenport-Hines, 
a former fellow of All Souls 
has traced the development 
of the teaching of History 
at the University of Oxford, 
over the last 600 years, 
through the prism of the 
House. And anyone who ever wondered why dons at 
Christ Church are called Students, will discover that the 
Constitution of the House gave executive authority to 
powerful men like 17th-century Dean Fell. Dons were 
called Students to show their subordinate status.

Dr Hines examines the merits for undergraduate 
learning of: Lectures, Tutorials, Personal Reading and 
Peer Group Conversation over dinner in hall, or a pint. 
He discusses the personal idiosyncrasies of Christ 
Church Students, Blake, Harrod, Stuart, Trevor Roper, 
and Gordon Walker, who may have been known to 
older members. And looks at the evolution of the 
subject from Literae Humaniores, Ancient History, to 
more modern Constitutional History based on Stubbs 
Charters.

Dr Hines also records the establishment of the Regius 
Chair of Modern History in 1724 and the purpose of 
the Oxford study of history to train young men to take 
their place in administering the Institutions of the 
Establishment, Parliament, Government, Judiciary, 
Anglican Church and the Ancient Universities.        

BOOK REVIEWS

9 780199 246830

ISBN 978-0-19-924683-0

www.oup.com

N IG E L  A S T ON

The University and the Cultural  

and Political Life of Eighteenth-Century  

Britain and Beyond

E
N

L
IG

H
T

E
N

E
D

 O
X

F
O

R
D

A
ST

O
N

NIGEL ASTON is a Research Associate at the 

University of York, and Reader Emeritus in the 

School of History, Politics, and International 

Relations at the University of Leicester, 

where he taught for two decades. Educated 

at Durham and Christ Church, Oxford, 

he is the author of several single-authored 

books and numerous articles on British and 

French eighteenth-century religious and 

political history and is currently completing 

the editing of the Yale Boswell Editions The 

correspondence of James Boswell with the Rev. 

W.J. Temple, Vol. 2: 1777-1796.

Enlightened Oxford  aims to discern, establish, and clarify  
the multiplicity of connections between the University of Oxford,  

its members, and the world outside; to offer readers a fresh, contextualised 
sense of the University’s role in the state, in society, and in relation to other 

institutions between the Williamite Revolution and the first decade of  
the nineteenth century, the era loosely describable (though not  

without much qualification) as England’s ancien regime.

Nigel Aston asks where Oxford fitted in to the broader social  
and cultural picture of the time, locating the University’s importance 

in Church and state, and pondering its place as an institution that 
upheld religious entitlement in an ever-shifting intellectual world where 
national and confessional boundaries were under scrutiny. Enlightened 
Oxford is less an inside history than a consideration of an institutional 

presence and its place in the life of the country and further afield. While 
admitting the degree of corporate inertia to be found in the University, 
there was internal scope for members so inclined to be creative in their 

teaching, open new research lines, and be unapologetic Whigs ratherthan 
unrepentant Tories. For if Oxford was a seat of learning rooted in itspast 

—and with an increasing antiquarian awareness of its inheritance— 
yet it had a capacity for adaptation to an unsuspected degree,  

a scope for intellectual and political pluralism that was  
not incompatible with enlightened values.
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Irregular and Counterfeit 
Coins of Roman Britain 
(2024), HUGH WILLIAMS 
FRNS FSA (1970, PHYSICS)

By far the most common 
coins found by detectorists 
are the Romano-British 
copies of the third and 
fourth centuries. They 
are often described as 
‘barbarous radiates’ or 
even more disparagingly 
as ‘Roman grots’. These 
little bronze offerings have a charm of their own 
and deserve more than to be condemned to a 
detectorist’s junk box or ignored by numismatists and 
archaeologists as being unimportant. The purpose of 
this book is to highlight some of the more interesting 
copies from Roman Britain and to show that they too 
tell a story. They form miniature pieces of art made 
by local British artisans for use by the Romano-British 
population.

This book aims to illustrate the range of copies found 
in a way that will be of interest to numismatists, 
archaeologists, collectors and detectorists – this 
book aims to foster in the reader an appreciation 
of an important aspect of the art of Roman Britain, 
and consign the description ‘grots’ to never ending 
banishment.

Alice’s Father: Henry 
Liddell, Dean of Christ 
Church (2024), 
JOHN WITHERIDGE.
Review by Thomas 
Longford (1974, Theology)

The father of Alice Liddell, 
the eponymous heroine 
of Alice in Wonderland, 
was a formidable Victorian 
and an important and 
influential figure in the 
annals of the University 
of Oxford. A brilliant Greek scholar, talented artist, 
teacher and administrator, Henry George Liddell 
devoted over fifty years of his long life to Christ Church. 

After nine years in London as Head Master of 
Westminster School, Liddell returned to Christ Church 
as the Dean, and during the next 36 years he initiated 
and encouraged extensive reforms, improvements 
and new buildings in one of the most important and 
eventful periods in the College’s history. 

Liddell undertook, with Robert Scott, the herculean 
task of compiling the celebrated Greek–English 
Lexicon known to generations of classicists as Liddell 
& Scott. He also exercised a significant role in the 
governance of the University itself, the Bodleian 
Library, the University Museum and Galleries, and the 
University Press. 

It was in the deanery garden that the mathematical 
lecturer Charles Lutwidge Dodgson first befriended 
and photographed the Liddells’ daughters, and it was 
at Christ Church that his celebrated Alice stories were 
written. This biography explores what it was like to live 
in the heart of a college favoured by princes and peers.

The father of Alice Liddell, the eponymous heroine of Alice in 
Wonderland, was a formidable Victorian and an important and 
influential figure in the annals of Oxford University. A brilliant Greek 
scholar, talented artist, teacher and administrator, Henry George
Liddell devoted over fifty years of his long life to Christ Church, 
Oxford’s largest and grandest college. After nine years in London as 
Head Master of Westminster School, Liddell returned to Christ 
Church as Dean, head of both the cathedral and the college which at 
Christ Church are uniquely combined. During the next thirty-six 
years, Liddell initiated and encouraged extensive reforms, 
improvements and new buildings. His tenure as Dean is one of the 
most important and eventful periods in Christ Church’s history. 
Alongside his work at Christ Church, Liddell also undertook, with 
Robert Scott, the herculean task of compiling the celebrated 
Greek-English Lexicon known to generations of classicists as 
Liddell & Scott. He was also to exercise a significant role in the 
governance of the University itself, the Bodleian Library, the 
University Museum and Galleries, and the University Press.
Among those whom Liddell appointed at Christ Church was the 
mathematical lecturer Charles Lutwidge Dodgson, better known 
today as the author Lewis Carroll. It was in the deanery garden that 
Dodgson first befriended and photographed the Liddells’ daughters, 
and it was at Christ Church that his celebrated Alice stories were 
written. Though the books were a source of pride to her parents, 
their relationship with Dodgson was often critical and strained. This 
biography explores the Liddells’ family life, and what it was like to 
live in the heart of a college favoured by princes and peers.

JOHN WITHERIDGE has been Chaplain to the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Senior Chaplain at Eton, Headmaster of Charterhouse, and a Chaplain to 
Queen Elizabeth II. This is his fourth biography. His life of Dean Stanley of 
Westminster was acclaimed by the Times Literary Supplement as ‘a joyous 
book … an inspiration.’ He is a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society.
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Veronika Kovacs – 
Deputy Development 
Director (Alumni and 
Stewardship)

Dr Anna Port 
(2002) – Alumni 
Communications 
Officer

Laura Jostins-Dean – 
Deputy Development 
Director (Philanthropy)

Olivia Tan – 
Development Officer

Hena McGhee – 
Development 
Manager

Sandra Harrison – 
Office Manager and 
PA to Director of 
Development

Amanda Lang – 
Events Officer

Teresa Midwinter – 
Database Manager

Jennifer Burton – 
Legacies and Planned 
Giving Manager

Aaron James (2020) – 
Graduate Scheme 
Development
Associate 
(Philanthropy)

Matthew Madeley 
– Graduate Scheme 
Development 
Associate (Alumni 
and Stewardship)

THE DEVELOPMENT OFFICE TEAM

It is my pleasure to pay tribute to the 
remarkable generosity of the alumni 
and friends of Christ Church and bring 
you news from the Development 
Office during this last year, August 2023 
-July 2024. As we embark on exciting 
plans to celebrate the College’s 500th 
Anniversary Year, I remain thankful for 
the dedication, warmth and kindness of 
all those who support the House. I hope 
this edition of Development Matters 
reflects the depth and breadth of your 
support and expresses our heartfelt 
gratitude for every contribution made 
over the past year.   

Philippa Roberts
Development Director
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 Gross Income Received: £3,008,671 | Endowment: £2,414,342 80% | Expendable: £594,329 20%

Top 10 Funds Amount No. of gifts

Harvey Poe Fund for Tutorial Teaching £1,130,801 5 

Boat Club Endowment £453,065 28 

The Evans Classics Graduate Scholarship £191,551 2 

Christopher Lewis Fund for the Meadow £156,774 20 

COASTs Endowment Fund £127,408 3,141 

Area of Greatest Need £125,971 952 

Intouniversity Restricted Income Fund £117,421 359 

Graduate Scholarship in History £115,217 22 

Cathedral Music Fund £110,545 148 

Teddy Burn Law Posts Endowment Fund £94,895 162 

Other £495,569 2,277

 �Other includes: Bursary & Student Support, specific scholarship and other tutorial posts, plus various 
Library and project funds. The Development Office currently run over 60 active funds in total.

DEVELOPMENT OFFICE

Peter Varga (2021) – 
Music Fund 
Development Officer



CHRIST CHURCH DEVELOPMENT 
BOARD MEMBERS 2023–24

Lord Charles Cecil (1967) Chair

Miss Lucy Elwes (1993)

Mr Luke Chappell (1986)

Mrs Anna Maria Clarke (1992)

Mr Christophe Egerton-
Warburton (1989)

Mr Oliver Evans (1995)

Mr Alan Gibbs (1971)

Mr Martin Lueck (1980)

Miss Sarah Mackey (1992)

Mr Charles Mindenhall (1990)

Mr Nick Nops (1968)

Ms Kate Paterson (1985)

Mr Nick Prest (1971)

Mr Jeremy Seigal (1978)

Mr Andrew Whitehouse (1995)

Mr Philip Wright (1972)

ALUMNI ENGAGEMENT 
Events in 2023-24 attracted: 
1,091 attendees 

34% of alumni have an online Christ 
Church Connections profile 

45% of alumni have made a donation 
to Christ Church since leaving 

9,800+ contactable alumni 

10% of contactable alumni attended 
at least one event

 

Despite representing just 9% of the College’s donor base, supporters from 
the USA and Canada contribute a remarkable 72% of the total gift value. 

It is pleasing to see that alumni who matriculated during the 1950s and 
before have together donated the most in value over the last financial 
year. The consistency of support from alumni who came up during 
the 1960s, 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s is also very encouraging. Increased 
engagement from recent alumni – those from the 2000s represent 
17% of donors in 2023/24 – suggests a growing trend of philanthropic 
involvement among the College’s more recent graduates. 

United Kingdom

Rest of the World

Europe

USA & Canada
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4%
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4%

3%

3%

17%

DONORS BY 
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2023/2024
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82%
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MATRICULATION 
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(2023/24)

Alumni 1950s
and before

Alumni 1960sAlumni 1970s

Alumni 1980s

Alumni 1990s

Alumni 2000s

Alumni 2010s: 0.5%
Alumni 2020s: 0.5% Other Members and Friends

45%

7%6%

7%

11%

4%

17%
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9%
A small minority 
of donors came 
from the USA 
and Canada ...

... but they 
contributed the 

largest share 
of the total gift 

value.

72%
... were by far 

the largest 
group donating.

45%
Donors who 
matriculated 

prior to 1960 ...

82
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500 YEARS

CHRIST CHURCH 
TODAY 
Looking back on the past year

PICTURE GALLERY

l	 17,521 visitors to the Picture 
	 Gallery
l	 17 items on loan 
l	 5 countries have hosted Picture 

Gallery exhibitions 
l	 6 exhibitions staged in the 
	 Picture Gallery 
l	 27 items from the collection 
	 have been mentioned/discussed 
	 in academic publications 
	 worldwide

LIBRARY

l	 70,000 books available to 
	 students 
l	 3,430 books in the Law Library
l	 67,907 rare and early printed 
	 books
l	 300+ manuscripts held in special 

collections 
l	 7,030 Library loans made in the 
	 last 12 months 
l	 941 additional Library books 

purchased in the last 12 months 

ACADEMIC 

l	 37 undergraduate course options 
l	 476 undergraduate students
l	 291 graduate students 
l	 84 prizes awarded to Junior 

Members
l	 20 fully funded Junior Research 

Fellowships 
l	 18,400 essays written 
l	 44 undergraduate first class degrees 

SPORTS

l	 2 Christ Church rowers in 
	 the Boat Race crews 
l	 1 Trinity Exchange 
l	 4 cuppers victories 

DEVELOPMENT 

l	 9,800 contactable Alumni 
l	 39 events held 
l	 1,000+ events attendees over 
	 the past year 

CHRIST CHURCH LIFE 

l	 2 cats 
l	 7 quadrangles 
l	 46 acres of Meadow 
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If you would like further information or wish to discuss a gift or pledge, please contact Laura Jostins-Dean at 
laura.jostins-dean@chch.ox.ac.uk. 

TOM 
Number of donors: 580
Members of TOM, our regular giving society, are at the 
heart of Christ Church, just like Tom Quad. Regular 
monthly and annual donations provide the margin 
of excellence for current and future students, and 
allow us to commit support and budget for long term 
sustainable projects which make a huge difference to 
the House.

Liddell Patron (£10,000-£49,999)
Number of donors: 118
Named for Henry George Liddell (1811-1898), Dean of 
Christ Church from 1856 to 1891 and Vice Chancellor 
between 1870 to 1874, Liddell Patrons are invited back 
to the House for an annual Patrons’ Day. 

Board of Benefactors (£50,000-£99,999)
Number of donors: 339
The Board of Benefactors was established in 2008. 
The membership threshold has been increased 
from £25,000 to £50,000 in lifetime giving. Existing 
members of the Board whose lifetime giving is below 
the new threshold will continue to hold membership. 
Members of the Board are invited to two special events 
in alternate years: a London reception and a Board of 
Benefactors’ Gaudy at Christ Church, as well as the 
Patrons’ Day.

Fell Patron (£100,000-£499,999)
Number of donors: 34
Fell Patrons are named after Dean John Fell (1625–1686) 
who set about restoring Christ Church, physically and 
academically, after the difficulties of the Commonwealth 
period. His legacy includes Fell’s Buildings – a precursor 
to Meadow Buildings and commissioning Christopher 
Wren to design Tom Tower. Fell Patrons are invited to 
join a biennial weekend visit, usually outside Oxford, 
led by a Christ Church academic, as well as the Patrons’ 
Day and Board of Benefactors’ events. 
  	
Dean’s Circle (£500,000-£1.499m)
Number of donors: 10
As well as invitations to Patrons’ and Benefactors’ 
events, members of the Dean’s Circle are invited to an 
annual briefing and dinner with the Dean.

Foundation Fellow (£1.5m+)
Number of donors: 7
Our most generous donors, who have given over £1.5m 
in their lifetime, are invited to become Foundation 
Fellows. Foundation Fellows are listed in the Christ 
Church Annual Report and invited to attend the 101 
Gaudy in April, as well as other events for Patrons, the 
Board of Benefactors and Dean’s Circle. 

GIVING TIERS 
We have recently introduced new donor tiers, with each designed to recognise the 
remarkable generosity shown by alumni and friends of the House throughout their lifetime. 

mailto:laura.jostins-dean@chch.ox.ac.uk
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Christ Church has always been a place where 
connections across generations flourish. Recently, 
a Member of the 1546 Society stopped by the 
Development Office during a visit to Christ Church. It 
was a lovely surprise and a great chance to introduce 
him to one of our graduate team members. Despite a 
difference in age of over 60 years, they shared stories, 
laughed at anecdotes, and bonded over a mutual, 
enduring love for the House. 

The timelessness of their experiences emphasised 
the profound role of legacies, not only in preserving 
the College’s traditions but in passing down stories, 
knowledge, and opportunities from one generation to 
the next. The rhythms of College life create a lifelong 
bond between all members of Christ Church.
 
Walking into Tom Quad can feel as though little has 
changed. Tom still peals 101 times at 9:05 and Scholars 
still read Grace in Hall before formal dinners. And 
yet the challenges faced by each new generation of 
students continue to evolve. 

Legacy gifts have the power to help overcome these 
barriers in profound ways.

You can choose how a gift in your will is spent. 
Bursaries and scholarships are lifelines for students 
across  the College as they relieve financial burdens 
and allow Christ Church to attract the brightest minds 
regardless of financial circumstances. Endowment is 
the most reliable way to safeguard our independence. 
It guarantees that future generations of students 
continue to receive the same gold standard of 
education and experience as those who came before 
them.

The College’s 500th Anniversary is an especially 
significant moment to reflect on Christ Church’s 
remarkable history and its future. We hope that this 
historic milestone inspires you to consider how a 
legacy gift could make a lasting difference for students 
long into the future. 

LEAVING A LEGACY TO CHRIST CHURCH 
Securing the House for generations to come 
Leaving a legacy to Christ Church indicates the greatest of kindness and loyalty to the 
House. We understand the importance of getting such a donation right, and appreciate the 
deeply personal aspects of this.  

If you would like to have a confidential conversation about legacies, or have already made plans to leave a 
legacy gift to Christ Church, please contact Jennifer Burton at jennifer.burton@chch.ox.ac.uk to arrange a 
meeting or phone call. 
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STUDENTS

I am delighted that the recently appointed Master 
of the King’s Music, Errollyn Wallen CBE, has agreed 
to compose a work for our service of Solemn Vespers 
in June marking the founding of Cardinal College; 
this has been made possible thanks to the generous 
support of the Friends of Christ Church Cathedral. 
Further plans for 2025 are progressing to incorporate 
BBC broadcasts and a festival rooted in the Cathedral 
that will showcase Christ Church alumni whose work is 
celebrated on the international stage.

 

Critical to the further flourishing of our music in the 
coming years is the development of an ambitious 
scheme to build an organ at the east end of the 
Cathedral in closer proximity to the choir’s singing 
stalls since their relocation from the Nave. This 
represents an opportunity to do something exciting 
and distinctive, furthering the work of my predecessor 
Simon Preston, who commissioned the Rieger organ 
in 1978 at a time when continental organs were a 
relative rarity in the UK.
 
Finally, and perhaps most significantly, the 
safeguarding of our music through the funding of 
choristerships remains essential, and the work that 
continues to endow these in perpetuity is a key 
strategic priority. Thank you for your ongoing interest 
and support which enables Christ Church to occupy 
a uniquely special place in the treasured Anglican 
Choral Tradition.

CATHEDRAL MUSIC FUND
PETER HOLDER, ORGANIST AND OFFICIAL STUDENT IN MUSIC

In taking up the post of Organist and Official Student, I can hardly 
believe my fortune in landing at such an exciting time for Christ 
Church. In the upcoming anniversaries – for the College in 2025 and 
thence the Cathedral Choir in 2026 – we are gifted opportunities to 
speak widely and proudly of the extraordinary tradition of musical 
excellence that is cherished here. 

“The safeguarding of our music through 
the funding of choristerships remains 
essential, and the work that continues 
to endow these in perpetuity is a key 
strategic priority.”
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STUDENTS

MARYNA NOSYK (2023)
DPhil Candidate in 
Environmental Psychology 
and Recipient of the Refugee 
Academic Futures Scholarship 

Receiving a graduate 
scholarship from Christ Church 
opened a whole new world of 
opportunities for me and gave me access to the best 
research and leading expertise currently available in 
academia. Furthermore, being a part of the Christ 
Church community means that one is constantly 
surrounded by bright minds. Both things make me 
feel extremely uplifted and grateful.   

The Oxford academic environment constantly 
encourages one to be open-minded and curious about 
one’s field of study, as this is the only effective way to 
explore the world around you and to learn new things 
about it. 

Being Ukrainian, I am interested in promoting research 
in low-middle-income countries (LMIC) as not much 
has been done there. I am particularly interested in 
how parenting attitudes influence and shape the early 
development of attention, memory and self-regulation 
abilities in Ukrainian toddlers with a family history 
of autism or ADHD. We know that 80% of children 
live in LMIC, yet most of the knowledge comes from 

countries like the UK and the US, which means that 
we may miss some important information about 
children’s development. I find this fact impressive 
and terrifying at the same time. Furthermore, little is 
known about parents’ experience of raising children 
with autism or ADHD (neurodivergent children), and 
even less is known about parents who are doing this 
while facing existential threat to their lives and the 
lives of their children on an everyday basis.  
  
My research aims to bridge this gap and would be 
impossible without the generosity of Christ Church 
alumni. 
 
SEBASTIAN HYAMS (2014)
DPhil Candidate in Classics and 
Recipient of the Black Academic 
Futures Scholarship 

It’s been ten years since I first 
came up to the House. In 
that time, Christ Church has 
offered me friends, a superb 
environment for intellectual development, and 
financial support. My DPhil thesis examines how Ovid, 
exiled to the Black Sea, and Statius, a Roman but also 
Neapolitan Greek, use poetry to think differently about 
masculinity. More broadly, I am interested in why 
Latin poets repeatedly write verse which challenges or 
undermines gender norms. 

GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIPS 
Today, Christ Church is home to 76 Graduate Scholars, and has committed to 
spending over £1,000,000 on supporting their studies this year.
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STUDENTS

I am especially grateful for my funding arrangement: 
three years as a Clarendon scholar, followed by an 
additional fourth year funded by Christ Church as a 
Black Academic Futures scholar. Securing funding 
for a fourth year has allowed me to pursue a range of 
academic opportunities which otherwise might have 
been missed in the pressure to finish. I have gained 
teaching experience, contributed fresh research to 
several seminars, and spoken at conferences both 
in the UK and internationally. More than one article 
is at draft stage, and some of my fourth year will be 
spent finishing these. Developing my wider academic 
profile has not only been rewarding but an invaluable 
chance to put myself in a good position for the future. 
It is a real privilege to be in a college which values 
ancient literature and has generous donors prepared 
to fund its study. To these, a huge thank you. 

Graduate Scholarship in History 
In 2024, we created a new Graduate Scholarship in 
History. Our aim is to award this scholarship using 
the criteria set by UNIQ+, a successful University-wide 
programme which aims to provide academically 
excellent students from under-represented and 
disadvantaged backgrounds who are ordinarily a 
resident of the UK, with the opportunity to study 
History at a postgraduate level, without any financial 
burden. 

We are determined that Christ Church will long 
remain a thriving home for Historians of the highest 
calibre. We are certain that the new Graduate 
Scholarship in History will attract a diverse range of 
experience and approaches to a multi-disciplinary 
community here at the House. 

If you wish to support Graduate Scholarships, contact development.office@chch.ox.ac.uk.

“University graduates are the lifeblood of the institution. It’s they who are doing the 
cutting-edge research, and it’s very important that we underpin our ability to recruit 
world-class graduate students for our programmes” 
– Professor Simon Dadson, Junior Censor & Tutor in Geography

mailto:development.office@chch.ox.ac.uk
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STUDENTS

In September 2024, Ethan 
Chandler (2022, Geography) 
travelled to Cyprus in order 
to conduct research for his 
dissertation entitled ‘Negotiating 
the Flux of a ‘Frozen’ Conflict: 
The Impact of Everyday Peace-
Making on Youth Identities in a 
Divided Cyprus’. 

My research, which came 50 years after the division 
of the island, was kindly supported by the William 
Gurney Travel Prize. Without the prize, I would never 
have been able to travel to Cyprus to meet with 
individuals engaged in everyday peace-making 
without the generous support of the William Gurney 
Travel Prize. 

Cyprus has been divided between the Turkish-
controlled north and the Greek-dominated south 
since 1974. It is largely characterised as a ‘frozen’ 
conflict that has not been resolved despite high-level 
political negotiations. My research aims to highlight 
the stories of young Cypriots who use their agency to 
enact peace on the island. I conducted interviews with 
eight individuals from diverse backgrounds, all aged 
between 18 and 30, who share a strong commitment 
to peace activism. Our discussions centred on identity, 
memory, and peace-making and took place in 
various locations across Cyprus, including the Rüstem 
bookshop – a historic meeting place for generations of 
Cypriot intellectuals and scholars. 

STUDENT SUPPORT
In the 2023/24 academic year, Christ Church provided:

l	 6 summer bursaries

l	 169 book grants

l	 60 travel grant awards

l	 84 prizes to undergraduates at both Prelims 
	 and FHS in Trinity 2024

l	 122 subsidies of 25% or 50% on College 
accommodation and season meal tickets for 

	 eligible students

Empowering students with travel grants 
This year 66 travel grants and summer bursaries were awarded to students at Christ Church, 
enabling them to conduct research, explore their interests and foster their curiosity in 
locations such as Italy, the USA, and South Korea. 

4 The Rüstem Kitabevi bookstore, Girne Caddesi 22 Old City, Nicosia 
North, Cyprus (© Jeff Gilbert / Alamy).
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I was particularly interested to learn about the 
Armenian Cypriot community, who largely felt 
overlooked in discussions surrounding peace between 
the two dominant communities. During my time in 
Nicosia, I visited the Home for Cooperation – an inter-
communal space located in the buffer zone – and 
attended a workshop named ‘Bridge and Door’. Here, 
Cypriots from all communities talked about objects 
that brought them together. From this perspective, I 
explored the normalised barricades of the buffer zone 
of Nicosia, absorbing the city artwork which offered 
poignant reminders of the ‘frozen’ conflict.

As every geographer knows, there is no substitute for 
field research, as it presents unique opportunities to 
gain deeper insights into a particular issue. During 
my trip, I met academics, authors and journalists from 
‘Voice of the Island’, a leading Cypriot news publication. 
I enjoyed true Cypriot hospitality with unforgettable 
tours of the city and delicious Cypriot coffee and seftalia. 

A particularly memorable experience was seeing 
the city from one of Nicosia’s highest roof terraces 
and envisaging how the ethno-religious conflict 
produced spatial and architectural divisions between 
the Christian-dominated south and the Muslim-
dominated north. I reflected on how – even in this 
interconnected age of the internet – this kind of 
experience can never be replicated without travel. 

This trip will have a lasting impact on my future 
studies and hopefully on wider discussions about 
peace-making in Cyprus. The High Commission of 
Cyprus has already invited me to discuss my research 

in dialogue with other Cypriot academics in London 
and I look forward to submitting my dissertation in 
Hilary 2025. 

I am truly grateful to have been supported by 
the generosity of donors and I hope that future 
Christ Church students will be able to enjoy similar 
opportunities long into the future.

4 ’Peace bench’ 
located on Ledras 
Street, Nicosia.

.2 Political artwork 
adorns the streets of 
Nicosia.

3 The view towards 
northern Nicosia, 
with the Troodos 
Mountains in the 
distance.
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My first interaction with Christ Church came in the 
form of a tour led by a student ambassador the 
summer before I made my application to study 
at Oxford. Indeed, this visit proved to be the main 
factor in my decision to choose Christ Church on my 
UCAS form and I have since completed almost five 
happy years of study – and now work – at the House. 
During my time as a student, I was fortunate to lead 
countless of these tours and had the privilege of 
managing the student ambassadors who supported 
the College’s Open Day Events. It’s always so lovely 
to witness prospective students and their supporters 
being shown around Christ Church and imagining 
themselves borrowing books from the Library, 
picnicking in the Masters Garden, or lounging on 

the window seats in Blue Boar. The outstanding 
work of the Access and Outreach team, supported 
by an enthusiastic team of student helpers, inspires 
countless talented young people to see Christ Church 
as the place for them.

In 2024, with Finals just around the corner, I had the 
pleasure of working on the Brilliant Club’s annual 
North East Residential at Christ Church for a second 
time. It was wonderful to reconnect with teachers 
I had met two years earlier and to hear about their 
students’ successes following the programme. 
Attending the Discover Computer Science Graduation 
Ceremony was equally memorable and rewarding.
– Aaron James (2020, Modern Languages)

ACCESS AND OUTREACH 
AT THE HOUSE 
Christ Church is proud of the strong social and academic impact of its Access and Outreach 
work. Year on year, we work hard to raise the aspirations of students and schools to realise 
their ability and potential. 

 
l	 29 students from the College’s link regions to study 

at Christ Church (2021-23 UCAS cycles) 

l	 7 years of Christ Church Horizons 

l	 5 years of Aim for Oxford in the North East of 
England 

l	 10,000+ attendees at Open Days

l	 500+ attendees of Women in PPE over 10 years
 

l	 6,500+ interactions in Christ Church’s A&O 
programmes 

l	 2 years of Discover Computer Science 

l	 30+ attendees of Discover Computer Science 

l	 658 donors to Outreach, Access, and Student 
Support, compared to 568 the previous year

If you would like more information about Christ Church’s Access and Outreach projects, please visit 
https://www.chch.ox.ac.uk/college/outreach/our-commitment-access.

“I have seen and experienced the tremendous positive impact of all Access and 
Outreach projects at Christ Church. I remain deeply grateful to everyone who continues 
to support this genuinely life-changing work.” 
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GIVING

TELETHONS  
During our March telethon campaign, 11 student 
callers contacted 300 alumni, and raised over 
£200,000. Students enjoyed hearing about the 
interesting career paths taken by alumni following 
their time at the House, and appreciated the advice 
Old Members were able to offer. 

Our inaugural USA and Canada telethon in December 
presented a fantastic opportunity to reconnect with 

alumni in North America and our students enjoyed 
hearing their career insights and memories of the 
House. We are extremely grateful to our callers and 
donors, whose work will have a considerable impact 
on activities at Christ Church. 

We will be holding another telethon in March 2025; 
please update your contact details in advance so that 
we can reach you! 

GIVING DAY 2024
Giving Day 2024 was our most successful yet. Over 350 
alumni, current Members, and friends of Christ Church 
helped to raise over £150,000, all of which will have a 
tremendous impact on generations of students of the 
House. 

This year, we focused our attention on the Christopher 
Lewis Fund for the Christ Church Meadow, the Tutorial 
System, Graduate Scholarships and the newly created 
Student Experience Fund. 

It was a joy to read the cherished memories that 
Giving Day supporters posted on the virtual donor wall, 
and a poignant reminder of the permanence of the 
deeply-loved traditions and rhythms at Christ Church.

THE IMPACT OF COLLECTIVE GIVING 

2023/24 has been an exceptional year for regular giving. The whole College community 
appreciates the tremendous collective impact gifts of any size have on its Members 
and staff. 

4 Students and 
staff competed in a 
special Giving Day 
football match, with 
the student side 
winning 6-3. 

8  The College ran 
a competition to 
design a thank you 
card...

2 ...and this was the 
winning design!



DONORS TO THE HOUSE August 2023 – July 2024 
We are grateful to all donors who have given to the House during the last financial year, which covers the period from 
1 August 2023 to 31 July 2024. Your gifts help to make a difference. We are pleased to honour all of you in this annual roll.

Although great care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of this list, please accept our apologies if any errors have 
occurred. Please notify the Development Office so that we can amend our records.

  †  – Deceased

 – Honorary Student

 – Foundation Fellow

 – Dean’s Circle

 – Fell Patron

 – Board of Benefactors

 – Liddell Patron

 – TOM Member

ALUMNI 

1926
Mr Christopher Saunders †

1932
The Right Hon. Lord Hugh 

Dacre †

1938
Mr Philip Cox †

1945
Lieutenant-Colonel Charles 

Crossland †

1946
Dr Dick Homan †

1950
Dr Harvey Poe †
Mr Terence Tookey †
Mr Brian Wilson † 

1951
Brigadier Antony Karslake
Mr Chris Saunders †
Mr Nicholas Woolley 

1952
Mr Reggie Norton 
Mr Henry White-Smith 

1953
Mr Ian Cairns 
Mr Anthony de Groot 
Mr Greville Havenhand † 
Mr David Nelson
Mr Michael Perceval †

1954
Mr Alec Shepperson 
Mr Hugh Stanley
The Reverend Dr Richard 

Sturch 
Mr John Wing

1955
1 Anonymous 
The Reverend Gerry Angel
Mr Roger Cherry †
Dr Nicholas Grey
The Honourable Tony 

Quainton †
Dr Dermot Roaf 
Mr Brian Robinson †
Sir David Scholey 

1956
1 Anonymous
Mr Edward Album
Mr Parvez Engineer
Mr Garth Haythornthwaite 
Mr Michael Hill
Mr Michael Latham
The Honourable Tarquin Olivier
Mr John Preston †
Mr Bill Rathbone † 
His Honour David Webster 

1957
2 Anonymous
Mr Robin Birch 
Sir Michael Buckley 
Mr John Foad 
Mr Hugh Grainger 
Dr John Howes
Mr John Mitchell
Professor Peter Mudford 
Mr John Overstall 
Mr Peter Paine 
Mr Hector Pilkington
Mr Tom Rees 
Mr Michael Walker
Mr Robin Whicker 

1958
Sir John Aird † 
Mr Spencer Brooke 
Dr Jeremy Cater

Mr Martin Dewhirst 
The Reverend David Duke 
Dr Robin Finlay
Mr Roger Gibbs 
Mr Ben Gough 
Mr Giles Havergal
Professor Dick Howard 
Mr Mike Laschet
Mr Stephen May 
Mr John McCleary
Mr George Probyn 
Mr Brian Ross 
Mr Richard Speyer 
Dr Peter Vaughan 

1959
Mr John Barlow 
Professor David Dunmur
Mr Julian Hale
Mr Robert Hanbury
Mr Jeremy Hill 
Dr Michael Honeybone 
Mr Mike Robinson 
His Honour Roger      

Shawcross 
Mr David Simpson 
Professor David Smith
Mr David Tate 
Mr Theo Wallace

1960
Dr Anthony Boyce 
Professor Laurence Davies
Mr Mitchell Gitin 
Mr Michael Green
Mr Roger Hardiman
Dr Patrick Henry
Mr Nicolas Jacobs 
Mr David Meikle
Mr Peter Morley 
Mr David Morrison 
Mr Robin Paul
Mr Anthony Scholefield 
Mr Richard Smerdon
Mr Philip Stephens 
Mr David Till 
Professor David Westbury 
Dr Oliver Wethered 
Mr Brian Winborn 
Mr Peter Winchurch

1961
1 Anonymous
Mr Mark Baker
Mr Simon Biddulph
Mr David Collier
Mr Wilfred Ekins-Daukes 
Major General Andrew Evans
Professor Raanan Gillon
Professor Richard Horrocks
Mr Stewart Hudnut 
Mr Frederick Hulton
Dr Stephen Kane
Mr Chris Knights 
Sir Mark Lennox-Boyd
Mr Andrew Menzies
Colonel Paul Miles
Mr Martin Pearson
Mr Ian Plenderleith 
Mr Bob Pynegar
Mr Hugh Rice
Mr Robert Ronus 
Mr Anthony Saunders 
Mr Mark Stephens 

1962
4 Anonymous
Mr Robert Bottone 
Mr Barrie Crook 
Dr Ashley Davies
Mr Graham Dry 
Mr William Ellsworth-Jones
Mr Barrie Gardner 
Mr Michael Heybrook 
Mr William Johnson 
Mr Michael Legge 
Mr Martin Light 
Mr Sean Magee
Dr Adrian Mears 
Mr Barney Powell 
Mr Bill Shelford 
Mr David Stafford 
Professor Michael Vaughan-Lee
Mr Simon Watson 
Mr Ray Williams
Mr Gil Woods 

1963
Mr John Bennett
Mr Jon Bowles 
Mr Nick Buckland 
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Sir Robert Ffolkes 
Dr Leofranc Holford-Strevens
Mr David Lumb 
Mr Christopher Marriott 
Mr Colin Nichols 
Mr John Watherston 

1964
1 Anonymous
Mr Paul Butler 
Mr Robert Coleman 
Dr Tim Connery 
Dr Peter Daniel 
Mr John Fletcher 
Mr Clive Heath 
Mr Clifton Hughes
Mr Max Hunt 
Mr Stephen Marnham
Mr David McIntosh
Mr Julian Norridge 
Mr Christopher Sloan 
Mr John Stewart 
Dr Clive Vinall 
Mr Robert Wilson 
Professor Maitland Wright † 
Mr Peter Yoxall 

1965
Mr Sebastian Birch
Dr Ewan Fraser 
Dr Phillip Harries
Mr George Hibberd 
Mr Richard Hubbard 
Mr Tristram Jones-Parry
Dr Tony Law 
Mr Paul Majendie 
Mr Brian Moon
Mr Paul Morgan
Mr Charles Nolda 
Dr Simon Parsons 
Mr Robert Seward 
Dr Chris Sketchley 
Dr David Southern 

1966
2 Anonymous
Mr Martin Addleman
Mr Oliver Albery
Mr Rob Collins 
Dr James Corbett 
Mr Stuart Fowler 
Mr Brian Grumbridge
Mr Joe Iliffe 
The Revd Canon Peter Johnson
Mr Mark Richardson 
Mr Peter Rooley
Dr Simon Rothon 
Dr Paul Spencer-Longhurst 
Mr Clive Whitcher
Mr Lindsay Wilcox

1967
1 Anonymous
Mr Graham Allatt 
Professor Peter Burney 
Lord Charles Cecil 
Mr Robin Edwards 
Mr Lionel Godfrey 
Mr Gerry Halls 
Mr Roger Hendry 
Mr Paul Hill 
Mr Simon Kusseff
Mr Paul Midgley 
Mr Malcolm Phelps 
Dr Patrick Ridley 
Mr Chris Rocker 
Dr Neil Sanders
Mr Alec Synge
The Reverend Chris Turner 

1968
2 Anonymous
Professor John Dart 
Mr Edmund Doubleday
Mr Steve Furness 
Mr Brian Hopkins 
Professor Robert Kenward 
Mr David Lilley 
Mr Roger McGarva 
Mr Geoff Pickering 
Mr Nick Pitts-Tucker 
Mr Greg Sohns † 
Dr Simon Walker 
Mr John Wright 

1969
1 Anonymous
Mr Michael Bell 
Mr Derek Bodey 
Mr Jim Cooper 
Mr Mark Eastman 
Mr Bryce Hamblin 
The Right Hon. Earl Freddie 

Howe 
Mr William Kerr 
Mr Tony Lord 
The Hon Peregrine 
	 Moncreiffe 
Mr Denis Murtagh
Mr Nicholas O’Brien 
Mr Kevin O’Neill 
Dr Andrew Paterson 
Mr Roger Pemberton
Mr Steve Pfeiffer 
Mr Michael Rosner
Mr Ian Ross 
Mr Nick Tanton 
Mr Mike Townsend 
The Revd Canon Patrick 

Whitworth

1970
1 Anonymous
The Reverend Dr Victor Barley
Mr James Benn 
Mr John Card 
Dr Andrew Carter 
Dr Eugene Chang 
Mr Charles Collier-Wright
Mr David Gidney 
His Honour Michael 
	 Harington 
Dr Anthony Harker 
Mr Mike Harris
Mr Michael James 
Mr Brian Leigh-Bramwell
Professor Chris Pelling
Sir Charles Ponsonby 
Mr Nigel Riches 
Mr Richard Slocock † 
Mr Noy Trounson 
Mr Rupert Villers 
Mr Dick Warner 

1971
Dr John Addison 
Dr Mike Adey
Dr Fakhruddin Ahmed
Mr Keith Aspinall 
His Honour Philip Bartle
Mr John Beechey 
Mr Alan Berresford
Mr Philip Butler
Mr Christopher Claxton 

Stevens 
Mr Eric Dale 
Mr Alan Gibbs 
Mr Peter Kincaid 
Dr Ian Kirkbride 
Mr Trevor Llanwarne 
Mr Alan Marsh
Mr Luke Mayhew 
Sir Andrew Moylan 
Mr Anthony Pakenham 
Mr Malcolm Pheasey 
Mr Nick Prest 
Dr Paul Richards 
Mr Simon Sargent
Mr Peter Shotter 
Mr Jack Steinmeyer
Mr Ian Summers 
Dr Andrew Wyatt 

1972
Professor John Barnden 
Mr Nick Beeching
Mr Keith Bruce-Smith 
Mr David Brunnen 
Mr Martin Bryant 
Sir Stephen Bubb 
Dr Gwyn Davies 

Mr Tom Dowie 
Dr John Dugdale 
Mr Simon Foster 
His Honour Michael Gledhill 
Mr Jonathan Heller 
Mr Stephen Maude 
Mr Patrick Murray 
Mr Hugh Quarshie
Mr Chris Robinson
Mr Philip Rotheram 
Dr Timothy Schroder 
Mr James Shillingford
Mr George Wilkinson 

1973
3 Anonymous
Mr Nick Alexander
Mr Nick Baatz 
Mr Andrew Baird 
Professor John Brookfield 
Mr Roger Cottam 
Mr Mark Crean
Mr Bob Enticott
Mr Paul Fisher
Mr Ian Fleming 
Mr David Gregory
Mr David Law
Mr Nick Longford
Mr Christopher Prentice 
Mr Ian Richardson 
Mr Tony Saunders
Mr Stephen Slack 
Mr Phillip Sykes 
Mr Nick Walker 

1974
2 Anonymous 
Mr Michael Balladon 
Mr John Brisby 
Mr Nigel Cox 
Mr Simon Jeynes 
Mr Steven Joseph 
Commander Ed Linz 
Mr David Parker 
Mr Andrew Penny 
Mr Nigel Reid 
Mr John Schlesinger 

1975
Mr Chris Bates 
Mr Bob Bernat
Mr John Bowerman
Mr Fred Fearn 
Mr Paul Gosling 
Mr Nick Hanbury-Williams
Mr Nicholas Heath
Mr Steve Kitcher 
Professor Graham Loud
Dr Philip Meats 
Mr Jonathan Sims 
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      Dr Martin Whittle
Mr Stephen Williams

1976
2 Anonymous
The Honourable Paul Anthony
Mr Andrew Brooks
Dr Patrick Craig-McFeely 
Mr Steve Crowther
Sir Robbie Dunbar 
Mr John Fenton 
Mr Giles Frampton 
Professor Paul Giles 
Mr Keith Hiscock 
Mr Martin How 
Mr Alexander Lyle 
Dr Lawrence Markert
Professor Robin Morris 
Mr Giles Vicat
Mr William Wells 

1977
2 Anonymous 
Professor Marcus Alexander
Mr James Blount
Mr David Cater 
Mr John Clennett 
Mr Anil Day
Mr Giles Denham 
Mr Michael Firth 
Mr Robert Galloway 
Mr Simon Kirk
Mr Donald Lambert
Mr Damien Lochrane 
Dr John May
Mr Andy Moss
Mr Simon Porter 
Mr Ed Sharp
Mr Simon Tytherleigh
Mr Xavier Villers 
Mr Nigel Watson 
Mr Andrew Webster 

1978
Mr Graham Alcock
Mr Mark Bowser
Mr Mark Bradley 
Mr Bertie Clayton 
Dr Mark Curthoys 
Mr Simon Gregory
Mr Michael Housden 
Mr Peter Huxford 
Dr Graz Luzzi 
The Reverend Bob Marsden 
Mr Cyrus Mehta
Mr Douglas Morrison †
Mr Richard Pantcheff
Mr Geoff Picton-Turbervill 
Mr Charles Rumbold
Mr Jeremy Seigal 

Dr Adam Widdison 
Mr Neil Wilson 

1979
3 Anonymous
Mr David Ballance 
Dr Simon Corcoran
Mr Simon Cornelius
Professor Michael Dobson
Mr Charles Ewald 
Mr Leo Foster 
Professor Torrance Kirby
Mr Carl Lu
Mr Alastair Mathewson 
Dr Alastair Norcross 
Mr Nick Wilks 
Mr Tim Wise 

1980
Mr Nicholas Ansbro
Professor Roger Jones 
Mr Martin Lueck 
Mr Charles Mathias 
Professor Colin Pilbeam

1981
Mr Paul Castle 
Mr Michael Cutbill 
Dr Belinda Dewsnap
Mr Ray Eitel-Porter 
Mr Dan Gardner 
Mr Jonathan Gollins 
Mr Richard Gough 
Mr David Joyner
The Right Hon. Earl Charles 

Kinnoull 
Mr Richard Moat
Mr Tony Puri 
Mr Julian Reddyhough 
Mr Marcus Scriven 
Ms Nicola Shackleton
Mr Mike Shearan
Mrs Jenny Shearan
Dr Sian Turner 
Mr Charles Tyler 

1982
1 Anonymous
Mr Simon Baillie-Hamilton
Mrs Ruth Barker 
Mr Simon Bennett
Mr Simon Bonsor 
The Honourable Ariadne 

Calvo-Platero
Mr Ian Chappel
Mr Adrian Clough 
Ms Helen Dorey 
Mr Graham Elton 
The Honourable Ted Johnson 
Mr Paul Latham 

Dr Don Leatherwood
Professor Andrew Martin 
Dr Kevin Matthews
Mr Matthew Maxwell
Mr William Pattisson 
Mr Patrick Sandars

1983
1 Anonymous
Mr Tim Adams 
Miss Colina Campbell-Mitchell
Mrs Charmaine Damley-Jones
Mr Simon Firth 
Mr Chris Forman 
Dr Andrew Green 
Mr Julian Hardwick 
Mr Jonathan Ingram
Mr Stephen Jones 
Mr Luke Meynell 
Professor Bill Philpott
Professor James Spicer 

1984
1 Anonymous
Mr Simon Allison
Mrs Tracy Betteridge 
Mrs Claire Clackson
Mrs Kate Clarke
Mr Richard Clarke
Mr Ralph Cox 
Dr Daniel Douek
Mr Charles Eastwood 
Professor Sos Eltis 
Mrs Katie Ernest 
Mr Tony Gilbert 
Mr Michael Given
Miss Gillian Hague 
The Reverend Geoffrey 

Hahneman
Mr Ted Harris
Mrs Lucy Haskins 
Dr Zaki Hassan
Mr Anthony Ling 
Professor Seamus Ross 
Dr Javed Siddiqi 
Mr Michael Smith 
Mr Mark Turnage
Mrs Carolyn Watkins 

1985
Mr Tim Adam
Mrs Tessa Allingham 
Mr Jonathan Auerbach 
Mr Eric Beckman
Mr Andy Blacknell
Ms Lucy Bullard
Mr Paul Chantry
Mr Alistair Clayton
Mrs Laura Evans
Mr Andrew Furnival

Mr David Granger
Ms Kimberley Littlemore 
Mr Richard Madden
Mr Richard Murkin 
Dr Sue Parker 
Mr Simon Pastiroff
Mr Aidan Phillipson
Mr Philip Sant
Mr Mark Scott
Dr Stuart Smith
Lieutenant General James 

Swift 
Mr Andrew Sykes
Mr Chris Worthy 

1986
1 Anonymous
Professor Richard Barker 
Mr Simon Bell
Mr Chris Butler
Mr Mark Candlish 
Mr Paul Chesson 
Ms Caroline Coleman 
Mr David Cook
Mr Chris de Pury 
Mr Sean Fitzgerald
Dr Rob Freeman
Mr Louis Fung
Mr Tim Holliday 
Mr James Hooper
Mr Richard Jeffcoat
Mr Angus Kennedy
Mr Matt Nixon 
Mr Andrew Osborne 
Dr Tony Rahman 
Dame Joanna Smith 
Mr Philip Stephenson
Mrs Sarah Stephenson

1987
1 Anonymous
Mr Tom Biggins
Mr Barney Branston
Mr Oliver Brettle 
Dr Karen Brown 
Mrs Jo Chantry 
Dr Mobin Chowdhury 
Mr Jonathan Cohen
Mr Tom de Trafford
Ms Jane Dodd 
Mr Peter Evans
Mr Jonathan Finn 
Mr Neil Glenn 
Mr Nicholas Griffiths 
Mr Marc Harvey 
Mrs Liz Hattan
Dr Henrietta Hughes 
Mr David Lipson 
Dr Dan Mahony
Mr Seamus Moorhead 
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Mr George Power
Mr Jonny Searle
Mr Ben Spiers 

1988
1 Anonymous
Mr James Bourne 
Mr Greg Calladine-Smith 
Mrs Joanna Chapple
Dr Struan Coleman
Dr Susan Crennell
Dr Hugh Goodfellow 
Mrs Philippa Grace
Dr Ajay Khandelwal
Mr Rob Macdonald 
Mr Robin Mandell 
Dr Paul Monks
Mr Sean Paterson 
Mr Alexis Roberts 
Dr Jane Rogers
Mr Alistair Smith
Mr William Stilgoe 
Dr Zofia Stos-Gale 
Mr Harry Teacher 

1989
1 Anonymous
Mr Rob Alexander 
Mr Ben Badcock 
Mr Thomas Battersby 
Mrs Alex Bould
Mr John Burnand 
Mrs Nikki Crowther 
Dr Jennifer Davis Michael 
Mrs Kathleen Favell
Dr Judith Fox 
Mr Jonathan Hall
Lord Alexander Hope 
Mr Jonathan Hope
Mr Sheldon Hutchinson 
Mr Tristan Keen 
Mr Jonathan Lawrence
Mrs Sue Moore 
Mrs Kate Naylor 
Ms Isobel O’Shaughnessy 
Mr Douglas Reith
Mr Kevin Street 
Mr David Tyack
Mr Justin Warshaw 

1990
3 Anonymous
Dr Darren Banfield 
Mr Leon Bovett 
Dr James Bowman 
Ms Elizabeth Chick 
Professor Lyndon da Cruz 
Mr Gareth Evans
Mr David Farmer 
Mrs Victoria Garratt 

Mr Magnus Hammick
Mr Simon Hodgson
Mr Patrick Keatinge
Mr Charles Mindenhall
Mr Aidan O’Byrne 
Mr James Philpott 
Mr Claude Piening 
Miss Catherine Rhodes 
Mr James Sanderson 
Mr Myles Stephenson 
Mr Ewan Stradling 
Mr Giles Taylor 
Mrs Maria Cristina White 
	 da Cruz 

1991
2 Anonymous
Professor Colin Adams
Mr Rob Blyth 
Ms Katie Boysen 
Mr Neil Bradford 
Dr James Chapman 
Mr Jamie Clarke 
Dr Philip Cowdall 
Mr Justin Crozier
Mr Gareth Davies 
Mr Michael Glenn 
Mr Jonathan Hall 
Mr Richard Hogan 
Mrs Zuleika Hogan 
Mrs Sarah Hordern 
Professor Joshua Katz
Mr Edward McCreight
The Reverend Alexander 

McGregor 
Mr Todd Miranowski 
Mr Jon Osborne
Ms Tamzin Pfanner 
Mr Jasper Reid
Mr Samuel Robinson 
Professor Benedict Rogers
Dr Matthias Schneck
Professor Katharina Volk
Dr De Quan Wu 

1992
3 Anonymous 
Professor Jo Braithwaite 
Dr Jonathan Carr-West 
Mrs Anna Maria Clarke 
Mr Alex Davies 
Mr Alex Hawley 
Mr John Heesom 
Mr Henrik Kraft 
Mr Ivan Levene 
Mr Jon Ma 
Mr Todd Millay 
Mr Antony Moss 
Mrs Emma Moule
Dr Alex Roberts

Mr Finnian Rook 
Dr Alice Staveley
Mr Duncan Williams

1993
1 Anonymous
Ms Claire Broderick 
Ms Lucy Cary-Elwes 
Professor Laurence Claus
Mr Richard Coates
Mr George Cooke
Professor James FitzGerald 
Ms Hilary Fitzgerald 
Mr Paul Harris 
Mr Dan Houser 
Dr Jeeve Kanagalingam 
Dr Jo McPartland
Miss Kelly Page 
Professor Niles Pierce
Mrs Gabi Stein 
Miss Nicola Talbot Hadley 
Ms Teresa Watkins

1994
1 Anonymous
Mr Indy Bhattacharyya
Ms Katie Drummond
Mr Toby Flaxman 
Ms Sonia Hartwell 
Ms Olivia Hawkins
Ms Martha Hillier 
Miss Ali Kirkman
Mr Adam Koller 
Ms Charis McGrady 
Mr Peter Norfolk
Mrs Gillian Pierce
Miss Natalie Sandercock 
Mrs Jane Williams 
Mr Matthew Williams 

1995
3 Anonymous
Mr Giles Bedloe
Dr Martin Beer 
Mrs Phoebe Clay 
Mr Richard Clay 
Professor Atlanta Cook 
Mr Oliver Evans 
Mr Rob Farmer
Dr Alexander Foulkes 
Mr Paul Galbraith
Dr Phil Grant
Mr Derwin Jenkinson 
Mrs Susie Macpherson
Professor Giuliana Pieri 
Professor Verity Platt
Ms Leona Powell 
Dr Elizabeth Russell
Mr Tim Sarson
Dr Dirk Sinnewe

Dr Scott Smith
Mr Christopher Tolman 
Mr Darren Windust 

1996
3 Anonymous
Mr Dominic Byrne 
Dr Mark de Rond 
Mr Tim Felton
Mrs Ciaran Foulkes 
Dr Cat Fursman
Dr Saeed Hamid-Khani
Mr Rob Hewitt 
Dr Laura Mace 
Mr Anthony Slessor
Mrs Alexandra Sykes 
Mr Will Sykes
Ms Shujoya Venugopalan

1997
1 Anonymous
Dr Petros Carvounis 
Dr Eimear Cotter 
Mrs Weatherly Emans 
Mr Philip Gilbertson 
Mr Will Goodhand 
Mrs Rosalind Ingrams 
Miss Catriona Laing 
Mrs Catherine Latsis 
Mrs Jessica Murtagh
Ms Lucy O’Brien 
Mr Anthony Partington 
Lieutenant-Colonel Nicola 

Roberts 
Miss Kate Spencer Ellis 
Mr Matthew Swann 
Mrs Clara Vanderpump
Mr Will Vanderpump

1998
2 Anonymous
Dr Raju Adhikari 
Miss Jan Atkinson
Mrs Holly Brodie
Mr Timothy Filtness
Dr Scott Goodall 
Mr Michael Holt 
Dr Katherine Jaques 
Ms Kate Jillings
Mr Leslie Maloney 
Dr David Parfitt
Mr Martin Rumsey 
Mrs Tamora Rusby
Mr Ed Selby
Dr Alexander Shaw
Mr Thomas Stockman 
Mr Jonathan Tepper
Mr Alasdair Thomas 
Miss Helen Thomas 
Miss Julia Wilks
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1999
1 Anonymous
Ms Annette Andresen 
Dr Euan Ashley 
Mrs Jen Bagshaw
Dr Sam Bootle
Mr Tom Domanski 
Mrs Claire Filtness 
Mr Tom Gentleman 
Mr Robert Hamilton
Dr Chris Jones 
Mr Joe Lau 
Dr Paul Lettow
Mr Rizwan Mirza 
Mr Michael O’Neill 
Mr Nick Paisner

2000
4 Anonymous
Miss Susan Braun 
Mr Samuel Brooks 
Miss Vicky Dare 
Mr Philip Day
Mr James Duffy
Mr Simon Froley
Dr Diane Le Grand 
	 de Belleroche
Mrs Liz Leicester
Mr Mark Lynagh 
Ms Xenia Manning 
Miss Joanna Mastoras 
Mr Sean Murray 
Mrs Lynne O’Neill 
Dr Robert Osterbauer
Mrs Lauren Roberts 
Dr Helena Sykes
Mrs Nyree Tanielian
Mr Julian Walker 
Ms Jemma Withers

2001
2 Anonymous
Mr Filippo De Falco
Mr Simon Hale 
Mr Henry Mance
Mr Bruno Muellbauer
Dr Frank Mussai
Ms Tamara Oppenheimer 
Mr Harry Powell 
Dr Matthew Tsang
Mr Scott Turnbull 

2002
2 Anonymous
Dr Clare Buckley
Mr Richard Jenner 
Dr Edward Littleton
Mr Lenny Martin 
Mr Chris Meier 
Ms Georgie Paget

Mr Miles Puttergill
Mr Marc Shrimpling
Miss Clare Wheeler

2003
5 Anonymous
Ms Eloise Aston
Mr Christopher Byrne
Mr Mark Dawson
Mr Andrew Dunkley
Mr Steve Hamer
Dr Anthony House 
Mr Andrew Hutton
Dr Jennie Hutton
Mr Oliver Jefferies
Miss Selina Jones
Mr Thomas Lawrence 
Mr Ash Lazenby
Miss Charlotte Michailidis 
Mrs Praajakta Pargaonkar 
Professor Steffen Petersen 
Mr Sam Pitts-Tucker
Mr James Quinby
Mr Michael Surr
Viscount Lord William 

Tamworth 
Mr Charlie Thorogood
Mrs Jemma Thorogood
Mr Douglas Turnbull
Mr Xingang Wang

2004
2 Anonymous 
Professor Michael 
	 Ardern-Jones
Ms Barbara Christiansen 
Mr Chris Cole 
Mr Gareth Davies 
Mr Anthony Doolittle
Mr Thomas Evans 
Dr Graham Griffiths 
Miss Flora Herries 
The Honourable David 

McKinstry
Mr Thomas Milner 
Mr Christopher Noon 
Mr Harry Norton 
Dr David Pallot
Mrs Sarah Price
Mr Rob Sawbridge
Mr Cameron Turner
Dr Thomas Whitfield
Mr James Wise
Mr Tom Wood

2005
1 Anonymous
Ms Alexandra Buhler
Mr Thomas Cassidy 
Dr Matthew Fittall 

Mrs Amanda Hamer
Mrs Louise Hunter
Mr Mark Hunter 
Mr Louis Loizou
Mr Andrew MacIntosh 
Mr Julian Naden Robinson
Mrs Berenika Palys
Dr Karen Park 
Mr John Parsons 
Dr Emma Salisbury
Dr Alex Thompson

2006
Mrs Annabel Appleby 
Mrs Liz Bradley
Miss Isla Cooper 
Dr Jenny Doyle 
Dr Alex Drong
Mr Tommy Grant 
Mr Johan Kjellgren 
Mr Jeffrey Loke
Mr Christopher Perfect 
Mr Daniel Sharpe 
Mr Jonathan Snow 
Mr Mihran Vardanyan
Dr Chongrui Zhou 

2007
1 Anonymous
Dr Dennis Konadu 
Mr Christopher Marlow 
Dr William Peveler
Dr Olivia Sohns 
Mr Ted Truscott 
Mr Will Wells 

2008
1 Anonymous
Mr Rob Andrews
Mr Thomas Bennett 
Dr Emily Cornish
Mr Patrick Dunn-Walsh 
Ms Edie Greaves 
Mr Benjamin Hirsch
Ms Agnes Li 
Mr Brett Masters 
Mr Tom McDonnell 
Mr Jack Murphy 
Miss Catriona O’Grady 
Mr Oliver Saloway 
Mrs Poppy Simister-Thomas 
Mr James Smithdale 
Dr Christian Strothotte 
Mr Matthew Swan 
Ms Alexandra Walvis 
Mr Jacob Ward 
Miss Alice Yin 

2009
Dr John Paul Barjaktarevic 
Mr Dan Callaghan 
Miss Katie Carver 
Mr James Edis 
Mr Charles Fox
Mr Marcus Garvey 
Captain Peter Gornall
Mr Adrian Hogan
Mr Nicholas Hyett 
Miss Saskia Ilsen Nunn
Miss Lizzie McFarlane
Mr Sean Stevens
Dr Thomas Tam 
Mrs Chloe Whitelaw 
Mr Tom Whitelaw 
Mr Cameron Winklevoss 
Mr Tyler Winklevoss 

2010
Dr Narin Cundy-Hengrung 
Mr Thomas Potter 
Miss Tharshi Singam
Miss Antonia Sohns

2011
Mr Tunji Adeniyi-Jones
Mr Matthias Beestermoeller
Dr Paul Bilokon 
Mr Charles Bridge
Miss Zoe Cooper Sutton 
Mr Rupert Cunningham
Mr Tom Gibbs
Miss Thalia Ilsen Nunn
Mr Michael Rabbitte 
Miss Ruolin Wang 
Mr Justin Webb

2012
Mr Jack Chapman 
Mr James McCormick
Dr Matthias Schmidt 
Mr Rodrigo Tosti Ibanez
Dr Antti Vauhkonen 

2013
Ms Elizabeth Chittenden
Mr Kes Daood 
Mr Charlie Fraser
Miss Simisola Oyesanya 
Mr Emrys Rosser 
Mr Luke Sperry 

2014
Dr Henry Chan
Mr Shane Finn
Mr Sebastian Hyams
Mr Jack Schofield
Ms Stella Schuck 
Mr Benji Woolf
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2015
Mr Andreas Glinz
Miss Sophie Lapworth
Dr Burtie Spry

2016
Miss Reem Ahmed
Mr Richard Calver 
Mr Ollie Cook 
Miss Madeleine Francis 
Mr Oliver Gardiner
Mr Christopher Morris 
Dr Benjamin Ng 
Mr Lee Priest
Mr Tommy Pullan 

2017
Mr Mindaugas Jonikas
Mrs Matilda Morrissey
Mr Geshan Rugjee 
Mr Eoin Simpkins 

2018
Mr Kevin Amedick
Mrs Dina Aydaeva
Miss Lidia Berthon
Mr Marcus Buechel
Ms Giulia da Cruz
Mr Raishma D’Souza
Dr Derya Burcu Gulen
Mr Will Heylen
Mr Raphael Lescot
Miss Anouska Levy
Miss Sanskriti Swarup

2019
Mr Jonas Amend
Mr Ethan Andrews 
Miss Anna Betteridge
Mr Domenico Campanaro
Mr James Clark
Dr Eimear Conroy
Mr Daniel Cookman
Dr Linnea Drexhage
Dr Connor Ellis
Mr Joshua Feis
Dr Namrah Habib
Mr Lucas Hofer
Mr Joel Jackson
Mr Oscar Jelley
Miss Emma Kitchen
Dr Suzi Letham
Miss Evie McVeigh
Dr Luca Mungo
Dr Katie Noble
Mr Ling Qin
Miss Amelia Seymour
Mr Huanian Zhu

2020
Mr Aaron Aggarwal
Mr Owen Agnel
Mr Charlie Aslet
Mr Moritz Baer
Mr Daniel Bourne
Mr Adam Boxall
Miss Dorothy Chou
Mr Richard Csaky
Miss Eliza Dean
Miss Delia Diaz-Santana
Mrs Suzy Fisk
Miss Georgia Flynn
Miss Ottilie Forsyth
Mr Jan Gradon
Mr Andrew Hong
Mr Lucas Hooper
Mr Alexandru Ilasi
Mr Aaron James
Mr Jacob Jones
Mr Igor Kaspin
Mr Luke Kennedy
Dr Maria Kirjanenko
Mr Tian-Long Lee
Mr Filip Lipiński
Mr Ethan Man
Mr Luke Massey
Mr Nicholas McColgan
Mr Josh McConnell
Miss Hannah McFarlane
Mr Johannes Moehrle
Mr Euan Moncreiffe
Miss Madeleine Nash
Miss Lily O’Brien
Mr Joshua Omolegan
Mr Enrico Pelganta
Miss Natalia Puczek
Miss Tatiana Quintavalle
Miss Anjali Ramanathan
Mr Teddy Ridley
Mr Iver Romvig Oevergaard
Mx Madeleine Rose
Mr Gabriel Ross
Mr Joshua Rudloff
Miss Jetty Russell
Miss Scarlett Salamon
Mr Brandon Sambrano
Miss Asli Saner
Miss Nina Skrzypczak
Mr Mate Soós
Miss Poppy Sparrow
Ms Ruby Spratt
Miss Lulu Start
Mr Wojtek Stawski
Ms Alyssa Stein
Ms Ellee Su
Mr Vlad-Ioan Tir
Mr Cezar Trisca Vicol
Mr Bartek Trzos
Miss Temea Turjaka

Mr Caleb Van Ryneveld
Miss Jiayu Wang
Mr Finn Williams
Mr Ed Yarrow
Miss Yan Yu

2021
1 Anonymous
Mr Mohamed Al-Ali
Miss Lauren Alcock
Miss Jaya Ananda
Mr Thomas Anderson
Mr Tom Angell
Ms Nyat Aron-Yohannes
Mr Alexander Bailey
Mr Daniel Baker
Miss Isabel Beardsell
Ms Mia Beechey
Ms Brie Birdsey
Miss Kitty Bright
Miss Anouska Brooks
Miss Rebecca Caszo
Ms Christina Chang
Miss Diana Chang
Mr Steven Cheshire
Ms Arcadia Cipriani
Mr Matthew Clemmet
Mr Jack Cobb
Mr Jonah Diomede
Miss Marianne Doherty
Miss Jen Egan
Miss Alice Evans
Mr Faris Firoozye
Ms Ianthe Fraser
Miss Samantha Gallagher
Mr George Garner
Miss Zina Gharakhani
Miss Akshima Ghosh
Ms Rohini Gupte
Mr Adam Holder
Miss Evelyn Homewood
Miss Connie Horan
Miss Saphia Hussain
Mr Archie Inns
Miss Angelica Levy Ephraums
Miss Megan Lucius
Mr Tao Lustigman
Miss Sophie Magalhaes
Miss Emma Mao
Miss Saoirse Matthews
Mr Jasper McBride-Owusu
Miss Minna Moody-Stuart
Mr Max Morgan
Ms Leeya Odedra
Miss Rose Olver
Mr Johan Orly
Mr Fin Panton
Mr Sam Prosser
Ms Frishta Qaderi
Mr Alek Radsan

Mr James Rafferty
Mrs Ceinwen Rees
Mr Patrick Ross
Miss Ciana Russo
Mr Lukas Seifert
Miss Natalie Shah
Mr Julian Shellard
Mx Benjamin Thomas
Miss Maisy Vasic
Miss Millie Ward
Mr Russell Yang

2022
Mr Dennis Amoah
Mr Timour Antonov
Mr Rojae Brown
Mr Liam Elkind
Mrs Gerdur Gudmundsdottir
Mr Keith Kidd
Miss Ella Lubell

2023
Ms Haibado Abdoulkader 

Yacin
Mr Nik Albishausen
Miss Belle Chen
Mr Nick Fabbri
Miss Qi Fan
Ms Madeleine Goodsir
Miss Rebecca Graves
Miss Liv Gwilliam
Mr Sam Hamilton Lindsay
Mrs Mao Kaneko Holland
Miss Zelda Hollings
Mr Benedict Ipaa
Ms Helene Kohnen
Mr Edgar Lama Von Buchwald
Ms Greta Markey
Miss Andisani Masindi
Mr Aneeque Mir
Ms Lisa Mugure
Miss Bernadette Mustacchio
Mr Mwangi Mwaura
Miss Iako Patton
Dr Richmonda Pearce
Miss Vanessa Pena Moscoso
Miss Khadeja Sajjad
Mr Shuhratjon Sharipov
Ms Yuliia Shevchuk
Mr Fernando Gimo Simango
Ms Teresa Simoes Steyn
Mr Tim Sparmann
Mr Damian Wandera
Miss Meg Winton
Miss Zena Xu
Mr Seon Yong Yi
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OTHER MEMBERS AND 
FRIENDS OF CHRIST CHURCH

10 Anonymous
Professor Dirk Aarts
Lady Fen Aird 
Dr Peter Allen
Professor Roger Bagnall 
Dr Yasmin Begum 
Professor Amin Benaissa
Professor Michael Bentley 
Mr David Bentley †
Mrs Emily Brettle 
Ms Sarah Budzier
Mr Gerald Cadogan
Ms Aelisa Cipriani 
Mr Filippo Cipriani 
Mr Damian Collins
Miss Catherine Corman
Professor Michael Costello
Mr Jack Cox
Professor Stephanie Cragg
Professor Jonathan Cross
Dr Anthony Cruikshank
Mrs Sam Culhane
Ms Sue Cunningham 
Mr Saurabh Deshmukh
Ms Ruby Ekkel
Dr Nick Firoozye
The Very Revd Professor Sarah 

Foot 

Mr David Goode
Mr Phil Griffin
Ms Marie Hammond
Ms Grace Han
Mrs Fabiha Haq
The Reverend Clare Hayns
Professor David Hine
Miss Sarah Hope
The Venerable Julian Hubbard
Mrs Julia Jarman
Mr Jordan Jolly
Professor Luke Jostins-Dean
Dr Michael Kohl
Ms Veronika Kovacs 
Mr Marek Kwiatkowski 
Mrs Jill Lessey
Mr Paddy Lewin
The Very Revd Dr Christopher 

Lewis 
Mr Jon Lindseth 
Ms Pauline Linieres-Hartley
Dr Tim Littlewood
Mrs Mandy Lomax
Mr David Marlow
Ms Kate McCormack
Ms Alenka Miles
Mr Jonathan Miles
The Revd Canon Peter Moger
Mrs Abigail Morrison 
Professor Sarah Mortimer
Ms Ann Parkin de Magalhaes

Miss Tia Patel
Mrs Josephine Poe †
Mr Richard Potter
Ms Philippa Roberts
Professor John Robertson
Mr Jim Rogers 
Mr Johnny Rogers
Mrs Ann Ronus † 
Mr Oliver Samwer
Mrs Olivia Saunders-Davies †
Mr Peter Schumacher
Mr Ian Scott-Fraser
Miss Mary Sholdon-Williams 
Mr Ian Simpson
Professor Nicola Smart
Ms Nicola Smyth
Mr Achilleas Stamatiadis
Mr Gerald Steanson
Mrs Tricia Sutton
Dr Kinga Szabo
Ms Julie Tan
Ms Olivia Tan
Mrs Penelope Tookey
Mr Charles Torlesse
Mr Gary Vale
Dr Richard Warburton
The Revd Canon Professor 

Graham Ward
Dr Trudy Watt 
Miss Zoe Watts
Mr John Welch

Dr Kathryn Welsh 
Professor Stephen Wilson
Mrs Janice Woodcock Rzycki
Professor Jennifer Yee
Mr Peter Zakierski
Dr Mirela Zaneva

ORGANISATIONS

Ædes Christi Lodge
Blackwell’s
Blake Morgan
British Schools and 

Universities Foundation
Lord Dacre of Glanton 

Charitable Trust
Rutland Foundation
Simon Family Charitable Fund
The Chicago Community 

Foundation
The Fernside Trust
The H R Creswick Charitable 

Trust
The Joan Pitts-Tucker Family 

Trust
The King’s Hall Trust
The Paul and Edith Babson 

Foundation
The VEC Acorn Charitable 

Trust
UBS
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500th ANNIVERSARY LECTURE SERIES 
We are launching a series of stimulating lectures to take place around the world and designed to appeal to the 
interests of all members, alumni and friends.

8 May 2025 – London 
Vice Chancellor Professor Irene Tracey will pay tribute to 
Christ Church’s cherished traditions of learning by exploring 
the critical role of university-level scientific study in shaping 
tomorrow’s world. Professor Tracey is an Honorary Student 
of Christ Church and previously served as Warden of Merton 
College. 

25 June – Oxford 
Professor Dame Sarah Gilbert will examine how universities 
and industries can collaborate to beat malaria and other 
critical health problems. Professor Gilbert and her team 
designed the Oxford vaccine for COVID-19 and is a Senior 
Research Fellow at Christ Church. 

11 September – Manchester 
In recognition of the House’s status as a joint foundation of 
College and Cathedral, Dr Rowan Williams will study faith 
in today’s world and uncover education’s integral role in the 
creation of human beliefs. Dr Williams was a Residentiary 
Canon of Christ Church and served as the Archbishop of 
Canterbury (2002-12). 

25 September – New York 
Richard Stengel, former editor of TIME Magazine and 
President Obama’s Under Secretary of State for Public 
Diplomacy and Public Affairs from 2014 to 2016, will study 
how history and politics across the UK and USA may bring 
clarity to a chaotic world. Richard came up to Christ Church 
in 1977 to read English. 

8 November – Berlin 
In Berlin, Jerome Booth will investigate the relationship 
between the economy, entrepreneurship, and education. 
Jerome is the Executive Chairman of New Sparta Productions 
and is a leading economist and emerging markets investor. 
The final lecture of the series will also coincide with our Fell 
Patrons’ Weekend. 

If you would like to attend any of these lectures, 
please contact the Development Office.

@ development.office@chch.ox.ac.uk

+44 (0)1865-286325



FROM EVERYONE AT THE HOUSE, THANK YOU
Every gift, large and small, has a tremendous impact on the work 
Christ Church is able to do. There are many ways you can support 
the College and details can be found online at 
https://chchconnections.org/pages/support-us. 

Supporting Christ Church 
UK Taxpayers 
Gift Aid is a government scheme that allows charities, like Christ Church, 
to claim an extra 25p for every £1 donated by a UK taxpayer. Please 
select Gift Aid when you make a donation to the House, and keep this 
registration up to date. 

US Taxpayers 
Old Members and Friends of Christ Church who are taxpayers in the 
United States can make their gifts on a tax-deductible basis subject to 
normal limitations. For more information, please contact the President 
of the American Friends of Christ Church, Peter S. Paine, Jr at 
peterspainejr@gmail.com.

Canadian Taxpayers 
Christ Church can provide Canadian donors with tax receipts through 
the central university. Please visit 
https://www.development.ox.ac.uk/christ-church to make a donation. 

European Taxpayers 
Residents in a number of European countries can make a tax-efficient 
gift to Christ Church through Transnational Giving Europe (TGE). To 
find out if you qualify, please visit https://www.transnationalgiving.eu/ 
or contact the Development & Alumni Office.

Rest of World
Please contact the Development & Alumni Office for more information 
on tax-efficient giving from the rest of the world. 

Corporate Match
Many companies offer corporate matching gift schemes that can double 
or even triple the impact of your donation to Christ Church. 

If your company offers this benefit, simply request a matching gift form 
from your employer, complete it, and send it along with your donation 
to Christ Church. Your generosity, combined with your employer’s 
matching gift, will significantly enhance the College’s endeavours. 

Legacies
If you have made plans to leave some of your estate to Christ Church, 
please get in touch so we can ensure that your wishes are properly 
recognised and honoured.

Updating Your Details
By updating your information, you’ll continue to receive the latest news, 
event invitations, and updates on Christ Church’s activities. To update 
your details, please contact: development.office@chch.ox.ac.uk or use 
our online form: https://chchconnections.org/surveys/update-form. 

Please scan this QR code to make a gift 
to Christ Church.

Registered charity number: 1143423.

Development and Alumni Office, 
Christ Church, Oxford OX1 1DP 

United Kingdom

+44 (0)1865–286325

development.office@chch.ox.ac.uk

www.chch.ox.ac.uk

www.facebook.com/chchoxford 
www.facebook.com/groups ChristChurchAlum

www.linkedin.com/in/christ-church-oxford

www.instagram.com/christchurchoxford

https://chchconnections.org

@ChCh_Oxford 

https://chchconnections.org/pages/support-us
mailto:peterspainejr@gmail.com
https://www.development.ox.ac.uk/christ-church
https://www.transnationalgiving.eu/
mailto:development.office@chch.ox.ac.uk
https://chchconnections.org/surveys/update-form
http://twitter.com/ChCh_Oxford


DEVELOPMENT AND ALUMNI RELATIONS 
EVENTS 2025

22 March – Patrons’ Day (donor event)

Week of 24 March – West Coast US trip, events 
in Los Angeles (25 March) and San Francisco 
(27 March)

29 March – Reunion Dinner for pre-1960, 1965, 
1975, 1985, 1995 and 2005 matriculation years

13 April – Varsity Boat Races in London

8 May – 500th Anniversary Lecture and 
Reception in London 

22 May – Stockholm Alumni Event

31 May – TOM Event and Christ Church Boat 
Club Society dinner 

21 June – Commemoration Ball

23 June – Alumni Week at Christ Church 

25 June – 500th Anniversary Lecture and 
Reception in Oxford 

27 June – 2004-2006 Gaudy

28 June – 500th Anniversary Cathedral Service

6 September – Board of Benefactors’ Gaudy 
(donor event)

11 September – 500th Anniversary Lecture and 
Reception in Manchester  

20 September – Alumni Association Open House

21 September – 1546 Lunch

25 September – 500th Anniversary Lecture and 
Reception in New York 

3 October – 2007-2009 Gaudy

7-9 November – Fell Patrons’ Weekend in Berlin 
(donor event)

8 November – 500th Anniversary Lecture and 
Reception in Berlin

11-12 November – 500th Anniversary Giving Day 
and Christ Church around the world alumni 
gatherings

13 November – London Alumni Drinks

We are excited to share our planned events for 2025. The schedule has a mix of regular 
programmed events and special anniversary celebrations, meaning there are more chances 
than ever to engage with the House in 2025.

Please note that some dates are provisional. All events take place at Christ Church unless 
otherwise stated. For the most up-to-date information on our upcoming events, visit 
https://chchconnections.org/events
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