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Dr Christopher Haigh, the eminent Reformation 
historian and long-time Christ Church Tutor in Modern 
History, sets the founding of Cardinal College in its 
wider historical context. He also highlights Wolsey’s 
own political ambitions within the Church. Archivist 
Judith Curthoys and Foundation Architect Ptolemy 
Dean illustrate how Wolsey’s plans came to fruition 
in buildings on the site of the former Augustinian 
Priory of St Frideswide. It is a privilege to draw on the 
expertise from within our alumni community, too: 
Dr David Rundell (1987, History) considers Wolsey’s 
complex association with the House over the centuries, 
while Dr Miranda Kaufmann (2001, History) discusses 
her award-winning research, re-appraising Tudor history 
from the perspective of hitherto overlooked groups. 
Others explore how the anniversary has been marked 
throughout the institution from an interdisciplinary 
perspective – from music and drama to exhibitions 
in the Library and Picture Gallery.  This, it is hoped, 
provides a fitting tribute – in print – to the historic 
milestone that our institution has reached. n

Trinity term has been one of celebration, ending just 
before the anniversary of the formal founding of Thomas 
Wolsey’s Cardinal College on 15 July 1525. Alongside 
events in College, and in other parts of the UK, the 
milestone prompted many international gatherings of 
alumni in mainland Europe. Receptions, lectures and 
dinners in Paris, Brussels, Geneva, Zurich and Stockholm 
were enjoyed by Members from across the generations. 

The term also saw the launch of the 500th international 
lecture series, opened by the Vice Chancellor, Professor 
Irene Tracey, at the Royal Society in London and 
followed by Dame Professor Sarah Gilbert’s presentation 
in Oxford Town Hall. The celebrations culminated in 
‘Alumni Week’, which began with the splendid ‘Festum 
Aureum’ Commemoration Ball and ended with a special 
service of Solemn Vespers in the Cathedral.

Cardinal Wolsey’s vision of a foundation dedicated to 
scholarship, study, music and worship has endured 
for five centuries. At the same time, the ambitious 
educational scheme that he envisaged has adapted 
to equip generations of students for the needs 
of a changing world. The launch of the Centre for 
Entrepreneurship – Oxford Edge – earlier this year, 
alongside plans to develop a new Graduate Centre to 
support the brightest students in pursuit of academic 
excellence, are testament to this. Both initiatives are 
explored in this magazine. 
 
As we mark the achievements and events of the last 
few months, it seems fitting that this issue of Christ 
Church Matters should explore the figure of our first 
founder, Thomas Wolsey, and the beginnings of Cardinal 
College. Members will appreciate the complexity and 
uniqueness of the Christ Church we know today: College 
and Cathedral combined. In exploring its incarnation 
as Cardinal College, however, we consider a different, 
pre-Reformation institution – a bastion for Church 
teaching combatting Lutheran heresy. It also served as 
a display of its founder’s authority and influence. 

DEAN’S DIARY
THE VERY REVEREND PROFESSOR SARAH FOOT

DIARY

4 The Dean introduces Professor Irene Tracey at the launch of the 
500th lecture series.
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Lindsay Judson, Professor of Ancient Philosophy, retires 
this September from the Official Studentship which he 
has held at Christ Church since 1987. During that time, 
he has been Secretary to the Governing Body, Junior 
and Senior Censor, Secretary to the Salaries Board, 
and Censor Theologiae, and is currently Trust Funds 
Advisor. Here he answers some of his own questions.

Q: How old do you have to be to be an ancient 
philosopher?

A: Ancient Philosophy covers the period (roughly) 
600BCE – 1100CE; students of Ancient Philosophy 
can be almost any age.

Q: What have you focused on in your research, and 
why?

A: I’m currently working on a book on Plato’s dialogue 
Euthyphro, but most of my research has been on 

Aristotle. I’ve written on foundational issues in his 
natural philosophy such as matter, chance, and 
teleology, and have tried to correct the unjustifiably 
unfavourable portrayal of Aristotle’s cosmology found 
in most histories of the subject. I’ve also worked 
extensively on a set of very challenging questions 
about the purpose of and relationship between various 
parts of what we call Aristotle’s Metaphysics, which 
is not in fact a single work, but rather a collection 
of separate papers of the sort you might find in a 
philosopher’s filing cabinet (e.g. when he was getting 
ready to retire!). What draws me to Aristotle is his 
extraordinary philosophical and scientific intellect. 
He wrote on a vast range of subjects, from astronomy 
to zoology via cosmology, psychology, and ethics, 
always with remarkable concentration and insight. He 
invented the disciplines of biology, botany, zoology, 
chemistry, and formal logic. Almost everything he 
wrote repays close attention and careful analysis, and 
commands our respect.

ANCIENT PHILOSOPHY 
AMONG FRIENDS 
LINDSAY JUDSON, PROFESSOR OF ANCIENT PHILOSOPHY
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RETIREMENT

I am not sure that I agree – the Censors used to give 
speeches in Latin, and one Censor would exercise their 
authority for the first half of term and the other for the 
second half: traditions all gone, and we are none the 
worse for it. I did initiate one tradition that now seems 
as if it has always been so – the weekly meetings of the 
Dean and Censors, and indeed the very idea of the Dean 
and Censors as the core leadership team. These things 
began in 1989, when, as Secretary to the Governing 
Body, I suggested them to the then Dean Eric Heaton. 
And I hope that the flying of the Progress Pride Flag 
from the main flagpole for two months of the year 
(taken to be inconceivable here until the then Sub-
Dean and I proposed it in 2021) becomes a permanent 
tradition. But Christ Church is really none of these 
things. It is closer to the truth to say that it is people, and 
here I hope I have made the most difference, in helping 
in the intellectual journey of generations of Philosophy 
undergraduates. I have contributed in a more indirect 
way too by working to strengthen the financing of 
our collegiate endeavour – helping as Junior Censor 
to negotiate the Christopher Tower benefaction for 
English Poetry and Greek Mythology, which began as 
an offer of £1 million, became a gift of £5 million, and 
is now worth £20 million. More recently, my work on 
Trusts has released funding for three new permanent 
graduate scholarships, and a further half a million 
pounds to be spent on graduate scholarships over 
the next ten years. But I think that, even more than 
this, Christ Church is friendships. Friendships bind us 
together – even more strongly now than in the past. 
I think back to Classics and Philosophy friends who 
are no longer with us – Hugh Rice, Martha Klein, Peter 
Parsons, Bob Frazier – and others. And I am proud to 
count so many at Christ Church now as friends. Aristotle 
thought that the friendship of good people was beyond 
price, and he was right.

Q: One final question: how many ancient 
philosophers does it take to change a light bulb?

A: You can’t be serious! The answer, though, is three: 
Plato to look up towards the light, Aristotle to keep his 
feet firmly on the ground while holding the ladder, 
and Parmenides to say that there is no such thing as 
change. n

Q: How do you go about your research?

A: Method in ancient philosophy – or the history of 
philosophy generally – is a highly controversial matter. 
What I take myself to be doing is trying to understand 
Plato’s or Aristotle’s behaviour in writing the text in 
question. It is very like what we do all the time with 
our friends – trying to understand their behaviour if 
you cannot ask them why they did such and such – 
except that as a philosopher I am only interested in 
the philosophical reasons for the ancient philosophers 
behaving as they did. No one is Aristotle’s equal: in the 
Middle Ages he was known simply as ‘the Philosopher’ 
– and we are separated from him by huge gulfs of time 
(over 2,300 years) and of intellectual culture. But I think 
that I am in a very modest way, his friend. 

Q: Tell me something about how you see Christ Church.
In what ways have you made a difference?

A: Christ Church is many things. Looking at the 
spectacular vaulting of the Cathedral Chancel, or the 
astonishingly beautiful Upper Library, or the Masters’ 
Garden on a baking hot summer’s day, it is easy to 
think of Christ Church as stones, wood, and masterfully 
tended flora. My only contribution in this respect has 
been to discover the secret history of a thing made of 
oak – the desk of the great philosopher John Locke 
(Christ Church 1652–84). The story will be told one day! 
Some think of Christ Church as the cradle of traditions. 

I am only interested in the “philosophical” 
reasons for the ancient philosophers 
behaving as they did. 

2 Professor Judson with a bust of Aristotle in the Kunsthistorisches 
Museum in Vienna.

4 Portrait of John Locke, Sir Godfrey Kneller (c. 1697).
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Oxford Edge is a place for students to explore 
their own venture ideas, to open them up to an 
entrepreneurial mindset, and to augment their 
education via programmes and courses. It features 
high-tech classrooms, meeting areas, and collaborative 
workspaces designed to encourage innovation and 
spark creativity. 

Students will benefit from education in the core 
principles of entrepreneurship with tutors from across 
the University. This will go hand-in-hand with practical 
support from established entrepreneurs drawn from 
Oxford’s community of alumni and its wider ecosystem.

The educational programme encompasses a 
curriculum of lectures and interactive workshops 
with experts, covering problem discovery, venture 
models, value proposition, and intellectual property. 
Funded vacation programmes will offer students the 
opportunity to work together on their own ideas and 
initiatives.

It is backed by the venture builder Blenheim Chalcot, 
whose founding partner, Charles Mindenhall (1990, 
Psychology, Philosophy & Physiology), is delighted to 
be involved with the project:

INTRODUCING OXFORD 
EDGE: CHRIST CHURCH’S 
NEW CENTRE FOR 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
AND INNOVATION
DR IRWIN ZAID, DIRECTOR OF STUDIES IN COMPUTER SCIENCE

Earlier this year, Christ Church’s new Centre for Entrepreneurship and Innovation – Oxford Edge 
– was launched. Based at 37 St Giles, a magnificent Georgian townhouse owned by College 
since the late-19th century, and operating in collaboration with the University of Oxford, Oxford 
Edge seeks to educate, inspire and empower students from across the University. 



“I’m delighted at the launch of Oxford Edge. As 
our review of University spinout businesses for 
government highlighted last year, infrastructure is vital 
if a city is to become a hub of spinout creation. This 
Centre will help us achieve our ambition of making 
Oxford a global-innovation hub.”

Oxford Edge is a response to growing student demand 
for entrepreneurial education and will help provide 
the pathways to innovation that play a key role in 
the University of Oxford’s vision. 
It also constitutes an important 
role in Oxford’s development as a 
major global innovation hub. The 
inaugural summer cohort was 
welcomed on 30 June. n

“Innovative thinking and entrepreneurship lie at the 
heart of growing a successful economy and productive 
society. That is why Blenheim Chalcot is so keen to 
champion and support this initiative, which we hope will 
inspire and equip Christ Church and Oxford students to 
pursue entrepreneurial careers and endeavours. We look 
forward to making our entrepreneurial programmes 
and leaders available to help educate students on 
the skills and capabilities needed to build great new 
businesses and organisations.”

In 2023, Vice-Chancellor Professor Irene Tracey 
chaired an Independent Review of University Spinout 
Companies, whose recommendations to fund and 
support university spinouts were accepted in full by 
the Government. Professor Tracey said: 
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“This Centre will help us 
achieve our ambition of 
making Oxford a global-
innovation hub.”
Vice-Chancellor Professor 
Irene Tracey

INNOVATION

2 Demo Day’s 
winning team: 
Medhesion.

1 Prof. Dirk Aarts, 
the Dean, the Vice-
Chancellor and 
Dr Irwin Zaid outside 
37 St Giles.

3 Student 
entrepreneurs from 
across the University 
at Oxford Edge’s 
Demo Day event on 
24 July.

1 Oxford Edge 
launch event on 
7 March.
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An agreement has been reached between Christ Church 
and the University of Oxford for the College to upgrade 
the building which was formerly the Music Faculty. 
A planning application has been submitted, following 
extensive consultation.

This site is to be transformed into a new graduate centre 
for Christ Church students. This development will see the 
first expansion of the historic curtilage in 500 years.

The building will act as a hub for Christ Church’s 
graduate students and serves to address the demand for 
affordable graduate housing in Oxford, which can prove 
challenging to secure. This will include 63 self-contained 
high-quality affordable units for students.

The establishment of a dedicated graduate centre 
will help strengthen and grow the College’s graduate 
community, offering shared spaces and facilities 
designed to foster interaction and intellectual exchange.

The graduate centre is a part of Christ Church’s wider 
initiatives to improve graduate student access and, as 
the House celebrates its 500th anniversary, it hopes to 
go even further, raising £25m to provide 20 fully-funded 
scholarships and achieve its vision for graduate students.

CHRIST CHURCH 
ANNOUNCES NEW 
GRADUATE CENTRE 
ON HISTORIC SITE 

1 Birds-eye view showing the site of the new Graduate Centre.

CHRIST CHURCH COMMUNITY

CHRIST
CHURCH

New Graduate 
Centre

Meadow 
building

St Aldate’s
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The acquisition marks a return to the building’s previous 
role – it was previously used as student accommodation 
for St Catherine’s and Linacre Colleges until the 1980s 
when it became the home of the University Music 
Faculty.

The work has been carefully designed to respect the 
historic character of the area, responding sensitively 
to the surrounding context while delivering modern, 
functional, and high-quality living spaces. The 
performance hall – the largest room in the Faculty – will 
be retained, and the building will also feature a large 
communal kitchen and work and study spaces.

Through ongoing engagement with Oxford City Council, 
local stakeholders, and the wider community, Christ 
Church is committed to ensuring that the development 
positively contributes to the city and its students.

FUNDRAISING
The project will cost around £40m to purchase and 
redevelop the building, with a minimum of £15m 
to come from philanthropy. Christ Church and the 
Development Office are in the process of fundraising to 
support this as well as the graduate scholarships. n

For further details, please contact: 
development.office@chch.ox.ac.uk. 

FROM THE ARCHIVES GRADUATE STUDENTS

4 The Arrival 
Garden, retaining 
existing trees 
that hold a strong 
presence on 
St Aldate’s.

6 View looking to 
north-east corner of 
the site.

The 
dedicated 
graduate 
centre will 
offer shared 
spaces and 
facilities 
designed 
to foster 
interaction 
and 
intellectual 
exchange. 

Christ Church Meadow
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This year has been an exciting period of change and 
transition for the chaplaincy at Christ Church, amidst 
which those activities which come under chaplaincy 
have continued apace. 

I was delighted to arrive in post as Christ Church’s new 
College Chaplain in September 2024, after three years 
ministering in a parish in Bedfordshire. Having worked 
in various chaplaincies before ordination, and having 
studied in Oxford as an undergraduate, the move to 
this new role has had all the joy and familiarity of a 
homecoming. I’m thrilled to be here and grateful for 
the warmth of everyone’s welcome.

At the heart of the Chaplain’s work is the leading of 
College-focussed worship in the Cathedral, our unique 
College Chapel. 

Regular services have included Evensong on Sundays 
and occasional Mondays in term, with Monday 
Evensong led by our College Choir, a voluntary and 
non-auditioned group gathered from amongst our 
Junior and Senior Members, and other students across 
the University. The College Choir also leads Compline 
on Wednesday evenings, and sings at our termly 
House Communion. 

Once a term we welcome our friends from the 
Catholic Chaplaincy for a Roman Catholic Mass, and 
of course our annual Advent Carol service remains 
incredibly popular. Last term we were also particularly 
excited to baptise and confirm four of our freshers, 
alongside members of Frideswide Voices and a 
candidate from the Diocese. 

As it should be, built on this bedrock of prayer, the 
bulk of the Chaplain’s work takes place outside the 
Cathedral’s walls. Alongside the rest of the Welfare 
team, I offer pastoral support to our students and 
staff. I also organise a range of events. This year that’s 
included College Choir visits to Binsey (for candlelit 
carols) and to St Mary’s Iffley (for Evensong), the annual 

pancake races around Tom Quad, our first Iftar Dinner, 
and this term a Chapel garden party.

At this time of year, the other thing keeping the 
Chaplain busy is weddings. What a joy they are! 
Permission to marry in the Cathedral is typically given 
to current Members of the College; current College, 
Cathedral or Cathedral School staff; Senior Members 
and the children of members of Governing Body; those 
who’ve been baptised in the Cathedral; and regular 
members of our congregations and choirs – perhaps 
most excitingly, and most common, alumni within 10 
years of leaving. So, if you’re recently engaged and fall 
under any of these categories, congratulations – and 
do be in touch! n

A YEAR OF CHANGE 
IN THE CHAPLAINCY  
THE REVD DR KIRSTY BORTHWICK 
COLLEGE CHAPLAIN

4 Kirsty (left) with four freshers who were baptised and confirmed in the 
Cathedral.
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This has been an exciting and vibrant year for the 
Christ Church GCR. From the very start of the year, 
we welcomed new students into our community 
with warmth and energy. The term was marked by a 
series of inclusive and joyful events; our Diwali and Eid 
celebrations brought together members of different 
faiths and backgrounds, fostering a spirit of unity and 
cultural appreciation.

Our annual Burns Night and the OxMas Dinner, which 
spanned two delightful evenings, were a resounding 
success. These events provided a wonderful 
opportunity for students to invite their supervisors and 
advisors, further strengthening the ties between our 
academic and social lives. A particularly memorable 
moment was gathering in Peckwater Quad to sing 
around and watch the Christmas tree light up: a 
magical experience for both freshers and those 
preparing to graduate. November brought a special 
surprise: Christ Church was blanketed in snow, 
transforming the College into a winter wonderland. 
The quiet beauty of the snow-covered quads added an 
extra touch of magic to the term and was a first-time 
experience for many.

Each term concluded on a celebratory note, with our 
much-anticipated Black Tie Dinners made possible 
by the incredible support of our kitchen and Hall 
staff. A highlight of the year was the 1525 Dinner, held 
in Hall on Tuesday 28 January 2025, marking the 
500th anniversary of the House. It was a privilege for 

A YEAR IN THE GCR
JAGYOSENI MANDAL (2020, HISTORY OF SCIENCE AND MEDICINE) 

OUTGOING CHRIST CHURCH GCR PRESIDENT

4 GCR Committee.

students to participate in this historic occasion. The 
THINK Dinner offered a more reflective moment in the 
term, inviting students to explore the themes of deep 
listening and effective communication, values that are 
increasingly important in our diverse academic and 
social communities. A team of our students triumphed 
at the Oxford University Polo Club’s Winter Varsity, 
a remarkable achievement that brought pride and 
excitement to the entire community. GCR students 
visited St John’s and Trinity Colleges in Cambridge as 
part of an Exchange. It was a memorable experience 
filled with camaraderie, new friendships, and a chance 
to explore another historic university setting. We were 
equally delighted to host their students at Christ Church 
in return, showcasing our College and hospitality.

Throughout the year, the GCR Committee worked 
hard to organise a wide range of events that enriched 
student life. These included inter-college wine and 
cheese exchanges, yoga sessions, live painting 
workshops, film nights, casual pizza evenings and a 
serene Saturday tea-tasting session, which brought 
members together in a relaxed, joyful setting to 
explore unique flavours and conversation.

It has been a year of celebration, connection, and 
community. I want to extend my heartfelt thanks 
to the entire GCR Committee, the College staff, 
and all students who participated and made these 
moments so special. Here’s to continuing this spirit of 
togetherness in the years to come. n
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DRAMA SOCIETY 
The Christ Church Drama Society has enjoyed a 
particularly glorious revival this year. In Trinity 2025, the 
College’s thespians marked the grandeur of the 500th 
anniversary with a play that felt quintessentially Christ 
Church: Wolf Hall: The Mirror and the Light. While 
Cardinal Wolsey doesn’t appear in this production, 
the cast brought to life figures like Henry VIII, Jane 
Seymour, and, of course, Thomas Cromwell. The 
committee, a group of friends brought together 
during Freshers’ Week by their love of theatre, told 
me how much the Society contributes to the sense of 
community at Christ Church as staff and students alike 
have been intrigued by the Society’s sleek marketing 
campaign and the prospect of a play and dinner in the 
Dining Hall, something of a tradition that harks back 
to Elizabeth I’s visit in 1566 and, more recently, Queen 
Elizabeth II’s visit in 2013. That sense of occasion was 
very much alive this year too. There was quite the buzz 
around College when the actors posed for their photo 
call in full period costume, on loan from the Royal 
Shakespeare Company in Stratford-upon-Avon. It was 
a moment that captured the scale and ambition of 

the production. Reflecting on the experience, director 
Harriet Wellock explained that the arts are integral to 
College life because they instil confidence in students 
and break barriers between otherwise separate 
disciplines. After all, where else would Jane Seymour 
be writing literature essays for her French tutorials?

MANSFIELD SOCIETY 
The Mansfield Society – open to all students of Law 
and those with an interest in the subject – has also had 
a busy term. The President, Raphael Monteiro (2021, 
Law), was delighted to receive so many warm words 
of encouragement from Old Members in response 
to an e-mail announcing the Society’s rebirth in April 
2025 and looks forward to working with alumni in 
this area. In May, Oxford won the 18th Roman Law 
Moot Competition and the House proudly provided a 
splendid backdrop to one day of mooting, with mock 
trials held in the Upper Library and the Chapter House. 
Later that month, the Mansfield were delighted to host 
a dinner with Slaughter and May, at which alumnus 
Michael Dolan (2017, Law) returned to give insights and 
advice regarding his career since Christ Church. 

CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 
ARE ALIVE AND WELL 
AT CHRIST CHURCH
AARON JAMES (2020, MODERN LANGUAGES)
GRADUATE SCHEME DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATE (PHILANTHROPY)

The student experience is about much more than tutorials, lectures and libraries. I caught up 
some of the College’s thriving student societies and heard about their activities over the last 
academic year. 

4 Scenes from Wolf Hall, staged by members of the Drama Society. Period costumes were on loan from the Royal Shakespeare Company. 
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CLUBS AND SOCIETIES

CHRIST CHURCH STARGAZERS 
The Christ Church Stargazers are currently headed up 
by the JCR Space Time Reps, Ashley Leung and Yang 
Shao. Both study Maths and Computer Science and 
enjoy stargazing simply for the wonder of it.  When 
I spoke to them, both were quick to point out how 
lucky Christ Church students are to have such perfect 
conditions for stargazing; thanks to the low light 
pollution across the Meadow and around College, it’s 
often possible to spot some of the solar system’s most 
striking sights on a clear winter night. Yang, who is 
also involved with the Oxford Space and Astronomy 
Society, fondly remembered a night in Peck Quad 
when students from all corners of College queued up 
to catch a rare, clear view of the Orion Nebula during 
Michaelmas 2024. Ashley explained that while there 
is a core group of regulars, many join spontaneously, 

either after spotting a telescope in Tom Quad or 
responding to a last-minute Facebook post about 
‘optimal conditions.’ Stargazing, it seems, sparks more 
than just curiosity; it starts friendship also.

POETRY 
Christ Church’s Poetry Society is led by Louise Guy (2024, 
Law), who has organised and run two well-attended 
poetry workshops for Junior Members since Hilary 2025. 
Louise’s own journey to Christ Church highlights the 
significance of poetry within the College: her poem 
‘Voyager’ was commended in the 2023 Tower Poetry 
Competition, and she is keen to show others that poetry 
can be an easy and rewarding hobby to keep.

The Society’s first session explored the sonnet form, 
with students writing on the traditional theme of love 
as well as experimenting with more unconventional 
subjects. It was particularly pleasing to see strong 
interest from students in science-based disciplines, 
with mathematicians and computer scientists well 
represented. The second workshop focused on 
narrative poetry, with participants using the ottava 
rima form to tell stories, learning lots about one 
another, and about themselves, in the process.

The Society would be delighted to welcome back 
alumni poets and writers. If you would like to support 
any of these societies, please contact the Development 
Office about the Student Experience Fund. n

4 Students gather in the JCR for a poetry workshop.

4 The aurora borealis above Christ Church, October 2024.
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500-YEAR ANNIVERSARY

THOMAS WOLSEY 
AND HIS COLLEGE
CHRISTOPHER HAIGH
FORMER TUTOR IN MODERN HISTORY

Why did he do it? Why did Cardinal Wolsey, 
who was busy enough managing Church, 
state and England’s foreign policy, found an 
Oxford college? 

One reason was certainly to show off, and do what 
great English churchmen often did – found a college. 
Wolsey himself had been a fellow of Magdalen, 
founded by a bishop of Winchester. A lesser motive 
was to outshine his colleague Bishop Fox, who in 1517 
had established his own smaller college next door 
at Corpus. For Wolsey’s was not just an ordinary little 
college, it was to be a massive establishment, with 
a dean, a hundred canons, 13 chaplains, 12 clerks, 16 
choristers, a music teacher, and a huge support staff. 
There were to be Professors of Theology, Canon Law, 
Civil Law, Medicine, Philosophy and Rhetoric, with 
an up-to-date humanist curriculum and teaching 
methods. Wolsey did nothing by halves: his College was 
to be the biggest and best. This was arrogance, it’s true, 
but it was also political calculation – a demonstration of 
the powers that the King and the Pope had given him. 
For Wolsey was despised and resented by the great 
nobles of England – ‘the butcher’s cur’ they called 
him – always at risk of challenge and overthrow, and 
his displays of magnificence were signs of royal favour 
and a warning to rivals. In 1529 stained-glass makers 
produced 47 copies of Wolsey’s coat of arms and 246 
copies of his Latin motto, Dominus mihi adjutor, all to 
decorate the new college – to show it was the Cardinal’s 
College. Look what I’ve done! Aren’t I great? Noli me 
tangere – You can’t touch me! But he did not seek glory 
for its own sake, he chased honours and offices and 
paraded in finery because they mattered in politics: 
they mattered to his own power and his own security. 

There was, however, a more serious and significant 
reason for the establishment, set out in Wolsey’s 
original statutes and the patent of foundation: the 
College existed to combat heresy – and the Professor 
of Theology’s job was to teach what was necessary 
‘for the understanding of divine philosophy and the 
confutation of heresy’. Heresy in England in the 1520s 

meant Martin Luther’s dangerous Protestant ideas, 
and Wolsey’s new College was a direct response to 
the threat from Germany. Henry VIII and Wolsey had 
been battling the Lutheran heresy since 1521, when, 
at Wolsey’s suggestion, the King wrote his own book 
against Luther, Assertio Septem Sacramentorum. 
No doubt Wolsey thought the work would keep the 
king out of mischief and let him get on with running 
the country. But Wolsey did take heresy seriously: he 
organised elaborate book-burning ceremonies, where 
Luther’s books went up in flames and Lutherans 
recanted their heresy, and he sought to disrupt the 
trade in heretical books. And he founded his College 
to be a theological power-house in the defence of 
Catholic orthodoxy, and he imported leading young 
scholars from Cambridge to join the institution. So 
it was rather an embarrassment in 1528 when it was 
discovered that there were heretics among the College 
staff, including John Taverner, the choirmaster and 
composer appointed by Wolsey himself. The group 
had been studying Lutheran books, which Taverner 
hid under the floorboards of the music room. Half a 
dozen of the culprits were imprisoned in the fish-store, 
where four of them died.  

4 Title page of Henry VIII’s Assertio Septem Sacramentorum 
(Defence of the Seven Sacraments). 

1 Sampson Strong’s portrait of Cardinal Wolsey in Christ Church Hall, 
painted in 1610.
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was hard-working and a bit of a reformer, but he had 
fingers in too many pies to get things actually done. He 
thought he was dying a failure: ‘If I had served God as 
diligently as I have done the king, He would not have 
given me over in my grey hairs.’ For all his power, in the 
end Wolsey didn’t achieve much: the King seized his 
College, to which he’d devoted so much care, and when 
the Reformation came the heretics won. n

Wolsey was no saint. He had a mistress and two 
children, and he appointed his son to ecclesiastical 
benefices. He was ambitious and arrogant, and he 
collared the most significant offices in Church and state. 
As Lord Chancellor he cracked down on corruption, but 
took bribes himself. As papal legate he tried to make 
the English Church more efficient and pastoral, but 
held on to two bishoprics and an abbacy himself. He 

[Wolsey] founded his College, to be a theological power-house in the defence of Catholic 
orthodoxy, and he imported leading young scholars from Cambridge to join the institution.
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While very few documents survive, we know from 
the statutes that he left exactly how Cardinal College, 
formally founded on 15 July 1525, was to be administered. 

The whole institution was to be headed up by the 
Dean, a man who was to be honest, of integrity and 
renown, a clergyman but neither bishop nor a monk, 
learned in theology and at least a BA. He had to be 
English, and over 30 years old. The Dean could remain 
in office until his death provided that he did not 
accept a bishopric, or commit a crime. His authority 
in College was total. The first Dean, John Higden, met 
all the criteria. John Higden had the right connections 
and the right background; he had been educated 
at Westminster School, and was elected a fellow of 
Magdalen College in 1495, becoming its president 
in 1516. He got on well with Wolsey, his brother was 
Wolsey’s vicar-general at York, and he was probably 
an obvious choice as Dean of Cardinal College. A 
hands-on man, he was evidently active in the building 
of the new enterprise and the administration of its 
endowment.

Under Higden’s leadership, there were to be six public 
professors, four private lectors, 60 canons of the 
first order - all ordained graduates, and considered 
qualified to teach. They were to be elected from all 
the dioceses in the country in a given proportion: 
Norwich and Lincoln dioceses having the lion’s 
share. Preference was to be given to candidates from 
dioceses where the  College held most property. At 
least eight of the canons of the first order had to 
hold doctorates: five of theology, the others of canon 
law, civil law, and medicine. From these eight were 
selected the sub-dean, four censors, and three bursars.

40 Junior Members, known as petty canons, were to 
be elected from the Founder’s schools of which all 
but Ipswich were still to be established in all English 
dioceses.  Most would have been undergraduates, and 
all were stipendiary. We know the names of about 32 
men who were admitted in the first two years of the 
College’s existence. They must have resided, at least in 
the very early days, in the old monastic buildings amid 
the noise and bustle of the demolition squads and the 
construction crews.

13 chaplains were appointed, three of whom had to 
be ordained and were given the roles of precentor, 
sacristan, and Gospel reader. 12 lay clerks and 16 
choristers were led by the organist and choirmaster. 
Wolsey selected John Taverner from Tattershall. 
Taverner was already well-established as a composer 
when he was approached, and needed some 
persuasion, including a substantial pay rise, to bring 
him to Oxford. By 1528, the choir had gained an 
enviable reputation.

With so many men studying and teaching in the  
College, a large staff was needed, all of whom had to 
be male and unmarried and, like the Senior Members, 
had to swear an oath to keep the College’s secrets, and 
to be faithful and honest employees. At the top of the 
tree was the manciple, who managed the pantryman, 
the butler, and the cooks in all things catering. The 
porter was responsible for ensuring that all the gates 
were kept closed and locked at all times. The barber 
had to ensure that all members of College looked 
respectable. The laundryman and a groom completed 
the line-up, although there must have been hordes of 
employees not on the foundation such as gardeners, 

CARDINAL SINS

NOTES FROM THE ARCHIVE
JUDITH CURTHOYS

ARCHIVIST AND DATA PROTECTION COMPLIANCE MANAGER

As we have read, Wolsey founded Cardinal College to show his reverence for education, 
to combat heresy, and to demonstrate his power and influence in the face of the distrust 
and envy of men who thought the Cardinal an over-mighty upstart. But he was a man of 
organisation as well as great ideas; the College that he established was to be managed down 
to the last detail. 
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Latin, Greek, and Philosophy. For the first time all the 
subjects available at the university, for bachelor and 
for higher degrees, were to be taught within a single 
college. Students were expected to take it in turns 
to debate daily in Hall. The professors and censors 
were obliged to attend, and to encourage everyone 
to participate. Minor canons, especially those who 
were perceived to be lazy, had to be examined by the 
Dean in the topics of the lectures and disputations. All 
the canons and chaplains were to have access to the 
library. Rules for its use were strict and everyone was 
expected to have regard for the privilege of free access.

At lunchtime talk was to be in Latin or Greek; at dinner, 
the Bible was read with expositions given after the 
meal. Only if a fire had been lit in Hall could students 
stay behind to benefit from unaccustomed warmth 
and to enjoy “temperate recreation”. 

maintenance men, cleaners, all-purpose skivvies, and 
stable-hands. The Dean was granted seven personal 
servants who were to be funded and clothed from the  
College coffers, and the sub-dean one.

Once the establishment was laid down, the statutes 
moved on to daily life at Cardinal College. Every day, 
on rising and retiring, special prayers were to be said, 
and there were innumerable chapel services including 
seven daily masses, and three special ones each week 
for the commemoration of the Founder. Attendance at 
the morning mass of the Holy Ghost was compulsory.

Wolsey’s statutes reflected the monastic origins of the 
site, not least with the requirement that a daily mass 
be said for the souls of the founders of the monasteries 
repressed to found Cardinal College. Theology and 
scripture were supplemented with the teaching of 

The whole institution was to be 
headed up by the Dean, a man 

who was to be honest, of integrity 
and renown, a clergyman but neither 

bishop nor a monk, learned in theology 
and at least a BA. He had to be English, 

and over 30 years old.

4 The Statutes of Cardinal 
College, with Wolsey’s 
seal, 1525. 
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Undergraduates would take their first degrees at the 
end of three years’ study, certainly within four. Another 
three years took a man to his MA, six more to a Bachelor 
of Divinity, and a further four to Doctor of Divinity. 

Student behaviour was carefully monitored. Good 
manners were essential, dress was to be sober, and 
arms were not to be carried in Oxford. No dogs, hawks, 
or other birds (even song-birds) were permitted; 
neither were dice, cards, or any other game forbidden 
by canon law. Everyone in College was provided with 
cloth to make a gown once a year, the value of which 
depended on one’s rank. Canons of the first order and 

minor canons shared a room, with the minor canon on 
a truckle bed. All men over the age of 14 had to sleep 
in separate beds. Needless to say, no women were 
allowed in chambers except for mothers and sisters, 
with their accompanying maids, and no ‘strangers’ at 
all were permitted to stay overnight.

Of course, Cardinal College barely began before the fall 
of Wolsey, and things were left unfinished – not least 
the new chapel on the north side of Tom Quad, and 
the Library and Muniment Room. But the legacy of 
Wolsey’s statutes remained in place, in use by practice 
if not design, until 1867. n

      

2 James Gilpin’s lists of the 
canons of Cardinal College, 
King Henry VIII College, and 
Christ Church, c. 1750.

Preference was 
to be given to 
candidates from 
dioceses where the  
College held most 
property. At least 
eight of the canons 
of the first order had 
to hold doctorates: 
five of Theology, 
the others of Canon 
Law, Civil Law, and 
Medicine.



CONSTRUCTION

BUILDING 
THE CARDINAL’S 
COLLEGE 
PTOLEMY DEAN, FOUNDATION ARCHITECT 

It is difficult to imagine in these days 
of careful planning and listed building 
consents, the astonishing bravado and 
confidence of Cardinal Wolsey, embarking 
on his mission to create a new college at 
Oxford. 

The site that he chose did not belong to him, but that 
did not matter. The old Priory of St Frideswide could 
simply be taken over and closed down. This Wolsey 
achieved with Papal consent in 1524, well ahead of 
the total Dissolution of the Monasteries that would 
follow over a decade later. There were old streets 
and lanes that are known to have extended under 
the site of Tom Quad. These too were cleared of both 
residents and buildings. The Cardinal’s plan was clear. 
He wished to create a new college that would have the 
largest quad in Oxford and which would be named 

‘Cardinal’s College’ 
after himself. A new 
college chapel would 
rise along the full length of northern side of the quad, 
which would have a monastic cloister that was larger 
than any of the ancient monasteries whose decadence 
and indulgence he so despised. At the St Aldate’s 
Street entrance, a great tower would rise above an 
archway. A drawing was prepared for Sir Howard 
Colvin’s volume ‘Unbuilt Oxford’ (1983) illustrated the 
scale of the ambition (fig. 1). 

4 Fig. 1. Proposed 
buildings for Cardinal 
College, drawn by 
Daphne Hart for 
Howard Colvin’s 
Unbuilt Oxford.

Fig. 2. Sir Christopher 
Wren’s commanding 
Tom Tower “to agree 
with the Founder’s 
work”.
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Work on the new buildings began in haste and initially 
made good progress. To make sure that the new quad 
had maximum impact, what had previously been a 
sloping site towards the river and meadows had to be 
made level. To accommodate the enlarged geometry 
of the Cardinal’s new quad, the western three bays of 
the old priory church and almost half of its adjoining 
cloister were torn down. The levelling of the new quad 
meant that it is practically half a story above the level 
of the old Priory Cloister, resulting in the numerous 
steps by the Hall that are now necessary to reach 
it. None of this would have particularly mattered to 
Wolsey as his plan was to clear away the rest of the 
Priory Church once his new chapel was completed – 
to a scale and length to outshine the chapel at King’s 
College Cambridge, constructed in 1446. 

But as we all know, history would not follow Wolsey’s 
plan. His vast building projects, which included 
Hampton Court and what was to become Whitehall 
Palace, irritated the monarch, who was not to be 
outshone in this way. Wolsey needed to go. Once 
this had been achieved in 1529, the incomplete 
buildings were patched up, and Cardinal’s College 
became Henry VIII’s College, its kitchen and dining 
hall completed, but its grand cloister, chapel and 
entrance tower never to be realised. To enshrine 
the new Foundation, Henry eventually elevated the 
old Priory Church to the status of Cathedral for the 
new Diocese of Oxford in 1546, one of five new such 
creations. This made the renamed Christ Church 
– uniquely a university  College and an Anglican 
Cathedral. 

4 Fig. 3. Christ Church, Oxford, 1675 – engraving by David Loggan 1675.

Wolsey needed to go. Once this had been achieved in 1529, the incomplete buildings were 
patched up, and Cardinal’s College became Henry VIII’s College, its kitchen and dining 
hall completed, but its grand cloister, chapel and entrance tower never to be realised. 
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Since that time, there has been an enduring respect 
by the College for its founder’s buildings. In the 
1660’s, when the task to complete the northern side 
of Tom Quad was eventually tackled, the site was 
filled by two large houses for the Cathedral Canons. 
The new north side building reproduced the same 
Tudor pattern of windows and door openings that 
Wolsey had employed over 140 years before for the 
rest of the quadrangle. Even the incomplete cloister 
arcades were accurately reproduced. This unusually 
courteous and deferential architectural approach 
harmonised and completed Tom Quad in a way that 
a building created in a style more contemporary with 
the times might not have achieved. It is illustrated in 
David Loggan’s celebrated 1675 view of Christ Church 
(fig. 3). This view shows the gate tower in its post-
Wolsey abandoned state, but even Sir Christopher 
Wren, when invited to complete the St Aldate’s Street 
entrance tower in 1681–2, had to concede that that his 
new Tom Tower ought to be of the Gothic style “to 
agree with the Founder’s work”. 

It now commands the Quad with suitable gravitas 
(fig. 2). 

James Wyatt was similarly content to reconstruct 
the Hall staircase in an elaborate gothic style in the 
1780s (fig. 4). During the 19th century, George Gilbert 
Scott, when contemplating the restoration of the 
cathedral, suggested that the College might wish to 
consider demolishing the stretch of Wolsey’s buildings 
that mask the cathedral from Tom Quad, allowing 
the western end of the Priory Church to be restored 
and reinstated. The College declined this suggestion, 
leaving Scott to create the present surprisingly modest 
double door opening through the Wolsey range, using 
Tudor styled masonry that harmonised with Wolsey’s 
work adjacent. Standing under Tom Tower, there 
cannot be a more subtle, almost ignominious entrance 
to an English cathedral. The incomplete buttress bases 
of Wolsey’s projected cloister walk were nevertheless 
carefully restored and now offer students with a 
pleasant place to sit during the summer months. n

      

4 Fig. 4. The 18th-century gothic-style staircase to Hall.
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base on which Christ Church would be established by 
King Henry VIII, in 1546, as a unique joint foundation of 
College and diocesan Cathedral.

Highlights of the exhibition include: the Foundation 
Charter of Cardinal College, dated 15 July 1525; the 
enormous volume of statutes which describes 
how Cardinal College was to operate; and a 
magnificent epistle-lectionary manuscript which 
was commissioned by Wolsey in 1528, along with 
a matching gospel-lectionary now at Magdalen 
College. It is possible that Wolsey commissioned both 
manuscripts for Cardinal College – but it has also 
been suggested that the manuscripts were created 
for use in one of Wolsey’s private chapels. Also on 
display are settings of Dum transisset sabbatum 
by John Taverner (c.1490–1545), the first Informator 

The exhibition celebrates and tells the story of the 
foundation of Cardinal College, its construction and of 
Thomas Wolsey’s ambitions for his college until his fall 
in 1529. It also tells the stories of some of the people 
who have made the Christ Church community what 
it is today. It is a unique opportunity to see some of 
Christ Church’s oldest and rarest items, some of which 
have never been displayed before. 

The exhibition bears witness to how, in 1525, the Lord 
Chancellor of England and Cardinal Archbishop of York, 
Thomas Wolsey, founded a new college on the site of 
Oxford’s ancient St Frideswide’s Priory. Wolsey was a 
strong supporter of education. He had ambitious plans 
for his educational foundations and envisaged Cardinal 
College, Oxford, as a prestigious institution dedicated 
to humanist scholarship and theological study. 
He recruited distinguished scholars and teachers, 
reinforcing his vision of an institution that would 
surpass Oxford’s existing colleges. Wolsey’s eponymous 
project was grand in both its physical size and its 
academic aims, designed to show his contemporaries 
the power and influence he held from the king and 
the pope, and to combat Lutheran heresy. He planned 
a complex educational scheme encompassing closely 
allied colleges providing an education from first letters 
to university undergraduate study.

Wolsey’s constitution for Cardinal College Oxford 
included six public professors, four private lectors, a 
dean, 100 canons (the students), chaplains, lay clerks, 
choristers, and a music master. In addition there were 
servants in abundance, headed by the manciple. 
By 1528, construction of Cardinal College was well 
underway, including a grand chapel and extensive 
accommodation for scholars.

After Wolsey’s fall, all appeared lost, but it was the 
statutes and site of Cardinal College that formed the 

THE CARDINAL’S COLLEGE 

A 500TH ANNIVERSARY 
EXHIBITION
GABRIEL SEWELL, COLLEGE LIBRARIAN

A special Upper Library anniversary exhibition draws on material from the College Archive and 
Library and celebrates 500 years since the foundation of Cardinal College.

1 Engraving of 
Wolsey by Renold 
Elstrack (1570-
1625) from George 
Cavendish, The 
Life and Death of 
Thomas Woolsey, 
(London, 1667).
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Choristarum of Cardinal College, representing the kind 
of repertoire which may have been heard during the 
earliest days of the foundation. The statutes of Cardinal 
College, Ipswich, are included in the exhibition: this 
was the only one of Wolsey’s proposed chain of feeder 
schools that had been established before Wolsey’s fall. 

Christ Church is extremely grateful to have been able 
to borrow material from other institutions to enhance 
the exhibition. On loan by kind permission of the 
President and Fellows of Corpus Christi College, Oxford 
is Dean Higden’s Daybook, a slightly tattered and 
mouse-nibbled book containing the financial records 
of the first six months of preparation and construction. 
The volume was written by the first dean of Cardinal 
College, John Higden. The volume forms part of 
Corpus Christi College’s collections possibly because, 
during an outbreak of plague, Cardinal College’s senior 
men evacuated to Poughley in Berkshire and the 
monies collected for the works were left in the care of 
John Claymond, President of Corpus Christi.

Also on loan by kind permission of The Governors of 
Stonyhurst College is a tiny illuminated manuscript 

Book of Hours which is said to have been given to 
Wolsey by his brother Cardinal Lorenzo Campeggio 
(1471/2–1539). The manuscript has Flemish illustrations 
and was produced c.1400–20. It is possible that 
Campeggio presented the book to Wolsey when he 
came to England in September 1528 to hear the case of 
Henry VIII who had petitioned Pope Clement VII for an 
annulment of his marriage to Katherine of Aragon. The 
fact that the Book of Hours perhaps belonged to Wolsey 
makes it really special for Christ Church and brings alive 
the prayer-life of those who used the volume. n

Venue: Christ Church Upper Library (please note that 
there is no step-free access).

Dates: 8 July to 25 September 2025; Tuesday and 
Thursday 10am-1pm; Wednesday 1–4pm. 

2 Wolsey’s signature 
of the Statutes of 
Cardinal College, 
Ipswich, 1527. 

1 Epistle to be 
read on 12 February, 
in memory of the 
translation of the 
relics of St Frideswide. 
From Wolsey’s Epistle 
Lectionary, 1528.

3 John Speed’s map 
of Oxford, 1605.

[Wolsey] was ambitious for his colleges 
and envisaged Cardinal College Oxford 
as a prestigious institution dedicated to 
humanist scholarship and theological study.
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The service of Solemn Vespers on Saturday 28 June, 
marking the quincentenary of the founding of Cardinal 
College, represents an opportunity to celebrate the 
rich musical legacy for which the foundation has 
become renowned. The Cathedral Choir is revered for 
its vibrant sound and command of repertoire traditional 
and contemporary. And so, distinguished composers 
associated with The House make up the entirety of the 
service’s musical programme: John Taverner, William 
Harris, Thomas Armstrong, Simon Preston and Francis 
Grier. They are joined by recently appointed Master 
of the King’s Music, Errollyn Wallen CBE, who has 
composed a setting of the Magnificat – the liturgical 
centrepiece of Vespers – for the occasion. Errollyn’s work 
is extraordinary; it is distinctive, beautiful and thrilling at 
one, and we are grateful to the Friends of Christ Church 
Cathedral for making this commission possible.

The service was pre-recorded and transmitted on 
Radio 3 on 9 July as part of the Choral Evensong 
programming. A further special service marking 
the anniversary was broadcast on Radio 4’s Sunday 
Worship on 20 July. This was sung by the Cathedral 
Choir and Frideswide Voices and accompanied by an 
orchestra comprising recent Christ Church and wider 
Oxford alumni who are making waves in the industry; 
its leader was alumnus Charlie Lovell-Jones (2017, Music) 
who recently recorded the Walton Violin Concerto with 
Sinfonia of London: https://www.chch.ox.ac.uk/news/
alumnus-charlie-lovell-jones-releases-walton-violin-
concerto-recording. Programming is again focussed on 
House composers, Basil Harwood and William Walton, 
with hymns by Charles Wesley, and features Cheryl 
Frances-Hoad’s Nisi Dominus, commissioned in 2023 for 
the installation of Sarah Foot as Dean. Both broadcasts 

CELEBRATING OUR RICH 
MUSICAL LEGACY
PETER HOLDER, ORGANIST AND OFFICIAL STUDENT IN MUSIC

4 The service of Solemn Vespers on Saturday 28 June.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m002f7h0?fbclid=IwY2xjawL0MYBleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHl_4HZQRVgD-We9fW93vlHFuwty-rj-ghAILStRusPEmmDljIjrC56lwA_74_aem_LLqBTZC_FtORdK0VHutURQ
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m002g33k?fbclid=IwY2xjawL0MWRleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF6OEdBVGVEWVFFUVdhams3AR5SA5L3bELGfP78TkBO72MBKvS-pDf_d8R1_I6wfB5jXdBvcFbkLV3Q80MqdA_aem_9tYTsuvoJSIAGtlfebzIkA
https://www.chch.ox.ac.uk/news/alumnus-charlie-lovell-jones-releases-walton-violin-concerto-recording
https://www.chch.ox.ac.uk/news/alumnus-charlie-lovell-jones-releases-walton-violin-concerto-recording
https://www.chch.ox.ac.uk/news/alumnus-charlie-lovell-jones-releases-walton-violin-concerto-recording
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4 Errollyn Wallen CBE, Master of the King’s Music. 

4 Peter Holder directing the Choir for the service of Solemn Vespers.

4 Charlie Lovell-Jones (2017, Music).

represent a return to the airwaves for the first time in 
seven years and a significant occasion for the profile of 
the Foundation and its music.

Lastly, do try to come to enjoy the 500th Anniversary 
Music Festival. Spanning October and November, 
celebrating artists and composers – past and present 
– with connections to the House, we launch with a 
performance of Haydn The Creation sung by members 

of our Choral Foundation accompanied by The 
English Concert. Other highlights include Phantasm 
performing Dowland Lacrimae in collaboration with 
Elizabeth Kenny and a concert of choral music by 
Alamire; there will also be a series of piano recitals, an 
organ recital, a Taverner study day and much more. 
We hope there to be something for everyone in this 
musical feast and that these headline events alone 
might pique your interest! n
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The plays were staged by the boys’ company Edward’s 
Boys from King Edward VI School, Stratford-upon-Avon. 
They were preceded by talks by Prof. Cora Dietl, of the 
University of Giessen, on the tradition of Esther plays in 
Reformation Europe, and by Cantor Bex on the origin 
and meaning of the purim festival which celebrates 
the story of Esther with revelry and irreverent, satirical 
theatre. The event was sponsored by the WOMARD 
project, which is funded by the Swiss National Science 
Foundation to study the dramatic traditions of Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam from a comparative perspective. 

A quick recap of the Esther story: the King of the 
Persians, Ahasuerus, divorces his wife Vashti because 
she refuses to appear at his bidding at a feast, and 
then orders a beauty contest by which he will choose 
a new wife; Esther wins. The king’s evil counsellor 
Haman plots against Esther’s Uncle Mordecai and 
against all the Jews, persuading the king to order their 
death; the Jews are saved from massacre by the skill 
and bravery of Esther, who reveals that she is herself 
Jewish. The feast of purim is instituted in celebration. 

The event formed part of Christ Church’s 500th 
Anniversary celebrations: its relevance to Christ Church 
lies in the Interlude’s political message, by which the evil 
Haman was made to represent the College’s founder, 
Cardinal Wolsey. Wolsey, who had become Chancellor 
of England and Henry VIII’s right hand man, is satirised 
in the play for the wealth and influence to which he has 
risen from humble beginnings: a trio of vice figures – 
Pride, Ambition, and Adulation – lament that they have 
been put out of their jobs by Haman/Wolsey, who out-
vices them all; they then bequeath him all their power. 

WOLSEY TAKES 
CENTRE STAGE
PROFESSOR ELISABETH DUTTON
UNIVERSITY OF FRIBOURG, SWITZERLAND

On 28 March, Christ Church Research 
Centre – housed in the beautifully-restored 
barn in the Meadow – hosted two ‘Esther’ 
plays: the 16th-century English Interlude 
of the Godly Queen Hester, and a newly 
written purim play. 

4 Interlude of the Godly Queen Esther: 
Rufus Round as Esther.

4 Interlude of the Godly Queen Esther: Theo Richter as the evil 
counsellor Haman, who represents Wolsey.

Al
l p

ho
to

s 
by

 B
ea

 B
al

dw
in

.

500-YEAR ANNIVERSARY



CHRIST  CHURCH MAT TERS 54  |  25

DRAMA

The Interlude tells the Esther story but without the 
Vashti episode, possibly because it was written for 
the court of Henry VIII by an anonymous playwright 
keen to support Henry’s first wife, Catherine of 
Aragon, rather than encourage him to take a second. 
Greg Walker has argued that the Interlude was 
performed in the royal presence in 1529–30, when 
Henry was trying to divorce Catherine: Ahasuerus 
becomes a cypher for Henry; Esther for Catherine; the 
Jews, perhaps oddly, become the monastic orders 
under threat of Dissolution. The vices, the Interlude’s 
original addition to the Esther story, drive home the 
identification between Wolsey and the arch villain 
Haman: just as Ahasuerus is able to go back on his 
order to massacre the Jews by blaming the bad 
counsel of Haman, so Henry, it is implied, could step 
back from divorce, or reformation, or the dissolution 
of the monasteries, and save face by blaming it all on 
Wolsey.

At the Tudor court, drama was an important medium 
of political commentary: plays could promote 
philosophical discussion among their audiences, or 
could offer political ‘advice to princes’ when staged in 

front of the powerful. Given its political allegorisation, 
we can imagine that a presentation of the Interlude 
in front of Henry would have been a rather 
tense occasion – a possibility that Edward’s Boys’ 
performance explored by staging Henry watching 
the play, getting caught up in it, and finally deciding 
whether or not the audience should applaud. 

After an interval, the short purim play relieved the 
tension of the evening by telling the story again with 
an entirely different tone. Purim plays, which are very 
much a living Jewish tradition, also offer comment on 
current events, as well as gender roles, but through a 
satire that can be absurd and farcical: they use base 
humour, contemporary songs, and cross-dressing—
something akin to English pantomime. Edward’s Boys 
and their director, Perry Mills, created a riotous piece in 
which Ahasuerus in the ‘traverse’ (a curtained seat used 
in Tudor theatre) is more euphemistically ‘enthroned’, 
straining as the result of a bad bagel; in which 
Mordechai is Esther’s fairy-godfather/uncle; and in 
which Haman raps out Beyoncé’s demand that all the 
‘queens’ of the beauty pageant ‘Bow Down’. It was an 
exuberant end to an informative and enriching day. n

      
At the Tudor court, drama was an important medium of political commentary: plays 
could promote philosophical discussion among their audiences, or could offer political 
‘advice to princes’ when staged in front of the powerful.

4 Interlude of the Godly Queen Esther: Archie Mathers 
as the vice ‘Adulation’.

4 Interlude of the Godly Queen Esther: Rémy Aughey-Koning, 
who read Ahasuerus’ final decree protecting the Jews.
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He has been reimagined historically and portrayed in 
fiction for centuries. Now, we also have AI-Wolsey. AI – 
unable to distinguish fact from fiction and truth from 
lie – easily creates its own Wolsey with a wonderfully 
invented life and character taken from all the sources 
in the electronic world. A word of caution therefore 
– do not fully trust the story that Google’s Gemini 
generates of a Cardinal Wolsey living in Rome. But this 
might be an indication that each generation creates 
its own Cardinal Wolsey.

The two exhibitions in the Picture Gallery in honour 
of the 500th anniversary of the foundation of Thomas 
Wolsey’s Cardinal College are trying to disentangle 
some of the stories and showcase the enduring 
lure his name had while adding some of our own 
suppositions.

There is no extant portrait of the Cardinal that was 
painted prior to his death. While images of him are 
plentiful, there are hardly any that survived his fall 
from grace and death. The anti-Wolseyian sentiment 
made it difficult to commemorate the Cardinal for 
decades after his death. While George Cavendish, 
Wolsey’s gentleman usher, wrote a biography of him, 
it only circulated in a few manuscript copies and 
could only be published well into the seventeenth 
century (1641). The prominent and often-used portrait 
that is hung in Christ Church Hall is by a painter and 
decorator called Sampson Strong and painted in 1610 
– after it became clear that there was no large portrait 
of Wolsey in Christ Church. Many more painted and 
sculpted portraits came after that. 

Three painted portraits of differing quality and ages 
from the College’s own collection are in the exhibition 

– Imagining Wolsey (18 June–22 December 2025). 
The rest of the exhibition is from a private collection 
of Wolsey memorabilia. From engravings of the 
eighteenth century to advertisements for Wolsey 
underwear, cigarette cards and ceramic plates of the 
early twentieth. A caricature of young Wolsey in his 
father’s butcher’s shop in Ipswich – from Humours 
of History – stands at the beginning. The enduring 
memory and infatuation Britain had with Wolsey is 

4 Workshop of Tomasso di Andrea Vincidor (1493-1536), Bust of a Woman 
in Profile (fragment of a tapestry cartoon).

CARDINAL THOMAS WOLSEY 

TWO EXHIBITIONS 
AT CHRIST CHURCH 
PICTURE GALLERY
JACQUELINE THALMANN, CURATOR OF THE PICTURE GALLERY

Thomas Wolsey is a malleable character. His humble beginnings, recognition as a boy 
wonder, rise to power, dramatic fall and unceremonious death have become ideal sources 
for fictitious yarns. 

500-YEAR ANNIVERSARY
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PICTURE GALLERY

expressed in the flood of collectables with his effigy. 
A reason for this lasting recognition also derives from 
representations of him in theatre and film. 

In Henry VIII or All Is True by Shakespeare (in 
collaboration with John Fletcher), the role of Cardinal 
Wolsey held a greater appeal than the title character 
and was sought out by prominent actors, including 
the Victorian stars Henry Irving, Samuel Phelps and 
Herbert Beerbohm Tree, all of them represented in the 
exhibition.

In Robert Bolt’s play of 1954/57, A Man for all Seasons, 
about the life of Sir Thomas More, the supporting 
character of Wolsey was equally appealing. In the 
multi-award-winning film adaptation of 1966 it is 
Orson Welles who indulges in portraying a thoroughly 
unpleasant and unscrupulous Cardinal. More recently 
Hillary Mantel reassessed Thomas Wolsey’s role. In 
the adaptation of her books for the BBC – Wolf Hall – 
Jonathan Pryce plays a much more nuanced Cardinal 
(also depicted in the exhibition).

Away from the frivolities of memorabilia and 
souvenirs, our Renaissance drawings exhibition, 

Rome: A Cardinal’s Dream (which runs until 20 
October), explores Rome and Cardinal Wolsey’s artistic 
influences coming from Italy. He never travelled to 
Rome – whatever AI wants to tell us – instead, the 
Cardinal’s vestments were sent to England and carried 
in a procession to Westminster Abbey where he was 
crowned Cardinal in November 1515. The role came with 
a titular church in Rome, Sta. Cecilia in Trastevere and 
a residence, Palazzo Rondanini, but Wolsey never saw 
them or stayed in the Eternal City. Nevertheless, he was 
in regular correspondence with Rome and highly aware 
of the patronage of the arts that the Pope and Cardinals 
bestowed in order to make their power visible and felt. 
Something that Cardinal Wolsey also practised – and 
while most of his collection is lost, his large building 
projects remain. Christ Church, especially its Hall and 
Hampton Court are testimony to that patronage, 
without them we would talk less about the man. 

The drawings in this second exhibition range from 
large colourful cartoons for tapestries after designs 
by Raphael to Roman cityscapes with re-displayed 
Roman antiques; from ideas for silverware by Giulio 
Romano to a design for the tomb of the Medici Popes 
Leo X and Clement VII by Michelangelo. n
      

Christ Church Picture Gallery
Oxford OX1 1DP
(Entrance through Canterbury Gate, off Oriel Square)

Opening times:
Monday, Wednesday through to Saturday 11.00am – 5.00pm
Sunday 2.00pm – 5.00pm; closed on Tuesdays

Tel: 01865 276 172
www.chch.ox.ac.uk/gallery

IMAGINING WOLSEY 
The Invention of an English Cardinal

18 June – 22 December 2025

Untitled-2   1Untitled-2   1 05/06/2025   13:3805/06/2025   13:38

4 Baldassare Peruzzi (1481-1536), An Allegory of Fortune. 4 Exhibition poster.
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It celebrates as its founder Henry VIII but its coat-of-
arms expresses its affinity with the chief minister that 
king did not manage to execute – but only because 
Thomas Wolsey died en route to his trial.

Henry would surely not have wanted Members of his 
establishment to commemorate the foundation of 
Cardinal College, but if he wanted to effect for Wolsey 
a damnatio memoriae he failed, and particularly in this 
place. In the Hall, his image has to share space with the 
Cardinal; in the Library, we can trace how an association 
with Wolsey has grown over the centuries. The most 
visually striking witness to the connection is the lavish 
lectionary, replete with both Wolsey’s heraldry, and the 
rare depiction of St Frideswide as nun with her ox. It 
has, in fact, often been assumed by visitors – beginning 
with John Evelyn in the mid-17th century – that the 
codex was made for the College but instead it was 
created for one of Wolsey’s private chapels at the 
point, in 1528, when he became bishop of Winchester 
(in addition to being archbishop of York). 
It arrived in Christ Church as a 
donation in 1614, and so was 
one of the earliest manuscript 
arrivals in the House’s 
ownership. 

The presence of Oxford’s patron saint demonstrates 
Wolsey’s pride in his role within the university. It also 
reminds us that, while Cardinal College was funded 
through a ‘little dissolution’ which included the closure 
of St Frideswide’s Priory, this was not a suppression 
of her cult but rather Wolsey’s attempt to own it: his 
intention was that the centre of devotion to her should 
be the chapel within a college which was explicitly 
dedicated to the Trinity, the Virgin and to her. 

Members of the House will also recall that the Upper 
Library displays another item said to be associated 
with Wolsey: a Cardinal’s hat presented in a ‘gothick’ 

case especially designed for it. This 
arrived in 1898, bought for the House 

by subscription among alumni. 
The claim that it was Wolsey’s 
went back to Horace Walpole 

(1717–97), who 

4 Red felt and silk 
Cardinal’s hat, perhaps 
presented to Wolsey by Pope Leo X.

CHRIST CHURCH: 
CARDINAL WOLSEY’S REVENGE?
DR DAVID RUNDLE (1987, HISTORY)

The House is a home to oxymorons. It has a reputation as a mainstay of the British 
establishment and a bulwark of the Church of England, but takes as its most-used symbol 
the Cardinal’s hat. 

In preferring Wolsey, we associate ourselves 
with a cleric whose pride, it is said, 
epitomised the excesses of the unreformed 
church and so led to the Break with Rome.
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had put it on show at Strawberry Hill. It was later owned 
by the actor Edmund Kean (1787–1833) who is said to 
have donned it to help him adopt the character of the 
Cardinal when playing in Shakespeare’s Henry VIII. Its 
purchase created a bureaucratic moment in the House, 
with Governing Body establishing a Hat Committee to 
decide where it was to be located; the merits of having 
it in Hall were debated, but the final decision in favour of 
the library was felicitous, given what else is kept there.

Among those other items is a curiosity: a long roll, made 
in the later 16th century, listing the household of Cardinal 
Wolsey. It was given in 1905 by the Houseman who had 
been responsible for gathering the funds to buy the 
hat, Rev. A. W. Oxford (d. 1948). We might wonder why 
anyone would have bothered to create this list after 
Wolsey’s death. At least one person’s response to it is 
recorded in a note added in the later 18th century by one 
Thomas Newton, who claimed to be a descendant of 
Sir Isaac. The note tells of a family tradition that the 
scientist would gaze on the roll and ‘reprimand’ the 
Cardinal for the ostentation of his entourage. 

Here, then, is another paradox: a roll which had been 
used to highlight Wolsey’s sins could be repurposed 
to become an act of pietas by a member of Cardinal 
College’s successor foundation. Let us admit that 
there is a larger awkward issue: we might want to 
gloss over Christ Church’s debt to a king who is often 
depicted as a tyrant. However, in preferring Wolsey, we 
associate ourselves with a cleric whose pride, it is said, 
epitomised the excesses of the unreformed church and 
so led to the Break with Rome – and thus indirectly to 
the establishment of the Church of England. But, then 
again, perhaps that is fitting, given how integral that 
ecclesiastical identity is to the House. n

2 List of the Household of Cardinal Thomas Wolsey (detail), 
Christ Church MS 684.

CARDINAL WOLSEY’S REVENGE?
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Wolsey arrived at court in 1507, the same year that 
we have the first record of John Blanke, the Black 
trumpeter, who likely arrived from Spain with Katherine 
of Aragon in 1501, being paid wages by Henry VII. 

The two men were both present as Henry VIII’s reign 
began: while the Cardinal’s star ascended, Blanke 
also gained promotion on a more modest scale, 
successfully petitioning for a pay rise, doubling his 
salary from 8d to 16d a day. Wolsey would have heard 
him play at Henry VII’s funeral, Henry VIII’s coronation, 
and at the lavish two-day Westminster jousting 
tournament held in 1511 to celebrate the birth of a 
sadly-short-lived prince. Blanke is depicted twice in the 
Westminster Tournament Roll Henry commissioned 
to record the event; Wolsey not at all. The last trace we 
have of John Blanke in the royal records dates from 
January 1512, when Henry VIII gifted him a luxurious 
outfit to wear on his wedding day. This means Blanke 
was not one of the many court musicians who 
travelled to France in 1520, for Wolsey’s diplomatic 

extravaganza, The Field of the Cloth of Gold. However, 
a Black trumpeter in the French entourage is 
portrayed playing during a wrestling match in a rare 
tapestry recording the event.

In the early 16th century, there were actually more 
Africans – at least seven – at the Scottish than the 
English court. Wolsey may have seen some of them 
when he went to Scotland to negotiate with James IV 
in April 1508, amidst fears the Scots intended to renew 
the Auld Alliance with France. Two ‘blak More’ friars 
also visited the court that Spring, while two African 
women, Margaret and Ellen had lived in the household 
of James IV’s illegitimate daughter, Maragret Stewart, 
since 1504. An unnamed ‘More taubronar’ or drummer, 
who had a wife and child, had devised a dance with 
twelve performers in black and white costumes for 
Shrove Tuesday celebrations in 1505. 

Henry VIII re-founded Christ Church in 1546; in the 
same year, Jacques Francis, a 19-year-old African 

salvage diver, probably from Portuguese-
occupied Arguim Island, off the coast 
of Mauritania, was working to recover 
valuable guns from the wreck of the 
royal flagship, the Mary Rose. We know 
about him because in 1547, he became 
the first known Black person to testify in 
an English court of law. Recent analysis of 
skeletons of the sailors aboard the Mary 
Rose, shows one crew member was of 
African origin. 

A combination of evidence, of Africans 
like Blanke and Francis being baptised 
Christians, allowed to testify in court and 
being paid wages, shows that Africans 
were not enslaved in this period. Indeed, 

500-YEAR ANNIVERSARY

AFRICANS IN 
WOLSEY’S ENGLAND 
AND BEYOND
DR MIRANDA KAUFMANN (2001, HISTORY)

By the time Cardinal Wolsey founded Cardinal College in 1525, he had almost certainly met 
African individuals at both the Scottish and English courts, and in France. 

4 Henry VIII’s flagship, the Mary Rose, The Anthony Roll of Henry VIII’s Navy, c. 1546.
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the 1550s; from the 1570s, an increase in privateering 
(state-sanctioned piracy) led to Africans captured from 
Spanish and Portuguese ships being brought back to 
England.

Christ Church geographer Richard Hakluyt recorded 
some of the earliest voyages to Africa in a giant 
compendium of English overseas exploits, intended 
to inspire Elizabethan sea captains and merchants to 
expand their proto-imperialist activities.

By the time Charles I assembled his Parliament 
at Christ Church in January 1644, his dominions 
encompassed Virginia, Maryland, and the Caribbean 
islands of St Christopher (St Kitts), Barbados, Nevis, 
Montserrat and Antigua. The first English transatlantic 
shipment of enslaved Africans had arrived in Barbados 
aboard the Star in 1641, over 1,500 Africans would be 
trafficked in English ships by the end of 1644, and the 
relationship between English and African people was 
about to change radically for the worse. n

Dr Miranda Kaufmann, BA, MA, M.St., D.Phil, FRHS, 
FRSA, is a Senior Research Fellow at the Institute of 
Commonwealth Studies, University of London and 
the author of Black Tudors: The Untold Story (2017) 
and Heiresses: Marriage, Inheritance and Caribbean 
Slavery (2025). www.mirandakaufmann.com

Henry VII emancipated a Black man named Diogo; 
the King of Portugal allowed him to maintain that 
freedom in Portugal. 

None of this was common knowledge when I arrived 
at Christ Church as an undergraduate in 2001. In fact, 
I completed almost three years at Oxford without the 
slightest idea of this early Black presence. But, one day 
in my final year, during an otherwise exceedingly dull 
lecture on early modern trade, I heard a brief mention 
that the Tudors started trading to Africa in the mid-
16th century. Intrigued, I headed to the library and soon 
found a copy of Peter Fryer’s Staying Power, which 
traced Black people in Britain back to Roman times.   
 
During the subsequent research I conducted for 
my D.Phil., which later became my 2017 book Black 
Tudors: The Untold Story, I found evidence of over 
200 Africans living in Britain during the Tudor period. 
Most of the records date from the Elizabethan era, but 
this may partly be due to the fact that most parish 
registers of baptisms, marriages and burials (which 
form a major source for this information) only began 
to be kept during Elizabeth I’s reign (despite being 
initiated by Wolsey’s protégé Thomas Cromwell as 
early as 1538). The other key development was in the 
nature of Tudor England’s interactions with the wider 
world. As I learnt with surprise in that dull lecture, the 
Tudors began trading to Morocco and West Africa in 

2 A black trumpeter at the Field of the 
Cloth of Gold and the wrestling match 
between Kings François I and Henry VIII, 
1520.

4 Black Tudors; The Untold Story
 by Miranda Kaufmann, Oneworld 
Publications (ISBN: 978-1786071842).

AFRICANS IN ENGLAND

http://www.mirandakaufmann.com
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Black-Tudors-Untold-Miranda-Kaufmann/dp/1786071843
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EDITORIAL 
KIMBERLEY LITTLEMORE (1985, PPE)

The launching of the Centre for Entrepreneurship – Oxford Edge – has been an exciting 
development for Christ Church.

It also gave me an idea for the focus of the career 
interviews for this edition.  I wanted to ask some of 
our alumni who have ‘founder’ against their entry on 
the database about their journey and what it took for 
them to build their own business. 

My own experience of entrepreneurship came about 
after leaving a big public corporation – the BBC – after 
20 years of devoted service and creating a digital 
media start-up.  I seemed to have worked incredibly 
hard to raise funds to do things that no one has done 
before, have often found it scary and despite 
daydreams of even moderate riches, have 
learnt that there are no financial guarantees.  
However, I realise also that even something 
as apparently simple as survival, through the 
pandemic and now in the current economic 
climate, is an achievement in itself. 

I am in awe of those who have built national or 
even global phenomena. You can read about 
the journey of Tony Pastor (1990, English) who 
has done just that with The Rest is… series of 
podcasts. Tara Garnett (1988, English) isn’t 
sure if she is an entrepreneur, but I feel 
confident that she is. Entrepreneurship 
is about purpose, mission and passion, 
often involving risk and innovation 
with the goal of building something 
valuable. Both Tony and Tara are doing 

just that and shaping conversations in really interesting 
and important ways.  They are open to sharing their 
experience and giving advice, so if you have a drive to 
escape the corporate nine to five – and go it alone and 
have a burning question to ask them – then do get in 
touch with them through Christ Church Connections 
https://chchconnections.org/users/login. 

If you are interested in learning more about Oxford 
Edge, then do contact the Development Office who 

can arrange for you to visit.  

The Christ Church Association is fully aware 
of the rich experience of our alumni and 

the ambitions of undergraduates and 
graduates. Fiona Rice (1980, Law) is one 
of our committee members interested in 
seeing how we can connect these two 

parties to their mutual benefit.  
We have been brainstorming 
ideas and would love 
your input. Christ Church 
Connections is the place to 
ping Fiona a message if you 
have an idea for bringing 
people together to share 
their expertise and support 
the next generation of 
entrepreneurs with their 
plans to change the world. 
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GOING IT ALONE...

A BILLION 
DOWNLOADS 
AND COUNTING
TONY PASTOR 
(1990, ENGLISH)

I am in Waterstones in 2019 
looking for some history to read.  
Seven of the top ten books for 
sale in the history section are about the Second World 
War and I buy one by the best-selling historian James 
Holland. It’s about Malta, where my grandfather met 
my grandmother in 1942. As a big podcast consumer, I 
also decide to download a show about the war, to 
complement my reading. But there isn’t one. So, 
there’s a huge book reading community out there 
but no podcast for them? I quickly find a number for 
James Holland’s agent and call him.

James sees the opportunity immediately and tells me 
he has all his best conversations with fellow war buff, 

comedian Al Murray. We hire Al and together create 
the podcast, We Have Ways of Making You Talk.  
I start to learn the business of podcasting: making 
over a thousand episodes, organising three-day 
festivals, building clubs and generating a successful 
subscription model.  

The rest is … well, History, Politics, Politics USA 
and Leading, Football, Money, Entertainment and 
Classified.  A podcast stable that’s become a go-to 
source of news, views, insight and entertainment for 
millions of people around the world.

After leaving Christ Church in 1993, I began my 
career at the Liverpool Echo as a graduate trainee 
journalist. Two years later I joined the BBC as a trainee 
Assistant Producer in Sport, working on iconic events 
from the Olympics to ‘Match of the Day’. After six years 
of learning the art of sports production, I moved to ITV 
and focused largely on football, producing World Cups 
and the Champions League. It was a lot of fun and 
took me around the world. 

1 Alastair Campbell 
and Rory Stewart live 
on stage, delivering 
their analysis of 
current affairs for the 
Rest is Politics. 

GOING IT ALONE...
Kimberley Littlemore (1985, PPE) meets two Members who have embraced entrepreneurship 
with purpose, mission and passion, often involving risk and innovation with the goal of building 
something valuable.



34  |  CHRIST  CHURCH MAT TERS 54

Hyde forming the soundtrack to many people’s lives. 
Now we enjoy around 65 million downloads a month 
worldwide and have 160,000 paying subscribers to our 
content.

With no commissioner except ourselves, we work 
hard to develop new shows, often piloting ten or more 
episodes before releasing one to the public. Look out 
for The Rest is Science coming soon.
  
If you want to be an entrepreneur, there’s nothing I 
can say except give it a go. Prepare for it to swallow 
you and all your time, but if you don’t take that risk, 
you’ll never know.

Now I walk my dog on Wandsworth Common and 
bump into people who delightedly tell me they are 
listening to one of our shows. It’s fabulous to know our 
content is out there being enjoyed.

Spending time with the presenters is great fun. They’re 
usually full of gossip and fabulously indiscreet. The 
Rest is Politics US co-host, Anthony Scaramucci, hangs 
out with me when he comes to London, introducing 
me to an incredible circle of people.  He says the 
podcast has changed his life, with large numbers of 
people approaching him in the street.

“My God!”, he says, “You’ve turned me into a Vaudeville 
star!”

It’s been quite a journey. n

By 2009 I was running ITV Sport, managing a team of 50 
people. But as often happens with corporate structures, 
the higher I climbed, the more time I spent in meetings 
and the less time being creative. I’d largely figured out 
how the business of sport worked and was making good 
money for ITV, but was feeling increasingly unhappy.  My 
wife Sarah and I had a rather large mortgage, and three 
young children, but it was time to take the plunge. In 
2013 I left and set up on my own.

I started my own production company, Goalhanger, 
and produced a sports documentary with former 
footballers Roy Keane and Patrick Vieira which quickly 
became a cult classic. Gary Lineker loved the show and 
contacted me to suggest we join forces. We’d worked 
together previously and the relationship, got along 
well, and slowly built Goalhanger’s profile and revenue.

Then, in 2020, the Covid-19 pandemic halted traditional 
television production. It was horrible for everyone, 
including my own kids, unable to go to school. But 
a nation trapped at home was crying out for fresh 
content and we slowly figured out how to make high-
quality podcasts with hosts unable to travel to a studio.

We mastered a way to record people in different places 
but still sounding as if they were together. Downloads 
spiraled rapidly. It was time to broadcast daily to people 
stuck at home and for many we became their family.

The warmth and central relationship of the co-hosts is 
a key ingredient for us. We know that it’s something 
our audiences really value.

Over the last six years, the Goalhanger brand has 
grown and flourished, with hosts like Rory Stewart, 
Alastair Campbell, Anthony Scaramucci and Marina 

ASSOCIATION NEWS

4 The Rest is… franchise of podcasts is growing steadily.  Look out for The Rest is Science. 

Prepare for it to swallow you and all your 
time, but if you don’t take that risk, you’ll 
never know.
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In the early 2000s, I joined a small environmental 
transport charity and developed a project on ‘food 
miles,’ highlighting the environmental impacts of food 
transport.  I discovered that the food system as a whole 
– from agriculture through to processing, distribution, 
cooking and eating – had an impact on the climate, 
and this felt hugely important to me. Why hadn’t I 
known about this before?!
     
I collaborated with Surrey University to establish the 
Food Climate Research Network, eventually earning 
a PhD and moving to Oxford in 2012. The network 
evolved into TABLE, an international platform linking 
five universities to explore and analyse the complex 
challenges around food: how we farm, think about 
nature, eat in a way that balances human health and 
planetary boundaries and make the food system fairer. 
Our goal is to foster constructive conversations rather 
than deepen divisions. Funding has been a constant 
challenge, but I’ve been lucky to work with brilliant, 
committed people who share a vision for a better food 
system.

My key lesson: don’t be held back by what you don’t 
know. Be curious, step outside your comfort zone, and 
embrace new opportunities. As a jack-of-all-trades 
generalist, I often feel like I’m the least-qualified 
person in any given room. However, as my dad so 
wisely pointed out (one of those times when I was 
having a crisis of confidence): that’s a gift – it means 
I’m always learning. n

THE ACCIDENTAL 
ENTREPRENEUR 
DR TARA GARNETT 
(1988, ENGLISH) 

I never intended to become 
an entrepreneur. Through my 
English degree, I learned to 
think critically and connect 
ideas. However, after Christ Church, I felt I needed to 
gain more nitty-gritty facts about the world. I therefore 
pursued an ecology evening course and studied 
Development Studies at SOAS (School of Oriental 
and African Studies, University of London). Time in 
India, working with an NGO, exposed me to issues 
like poverty and deforestation; but I felt powerless, 
surrounded as I was by brilliant local people who 
understood the complexities far better than I did. 
I returned to London unsure of my next step.

In London, I freelanced for Radio 4’s Food Programme 
and volunteered at the National Food Alliance a tiny 
NGO which is now called Sustain. There, I explored 
urban food growing and its benefits, such as better 
nutrition and community connection – it carried 
symbolic weight, somehow representing a marriage of 
the cultural and the natural worlds. I secured funding 
to work in this area and write reports, supported by 
my parents. I was very lucky – I’m very aware that not 
everyone had that then (or now).

GOING IT ALONE...

Don’t be 
held back 
by what you 
don’t know. 
Be curious, 
step outside 
your comfort 
zone, and 
embrace new 
opportunities.

2 2025 TABLE team.
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DICK HOWARD (1958, PPE)

Dick Howard, international constitutional law expert 
and long-serving professor at University of Virginia, 
was recently presented with the Outstanding 
Virginian 2025 award by the General Assembly of 
Virginia. He reflects on the key part Christ Church 
has played throughout his life. 

The first week in Hall, I introduced myself (as an 
American might do) to another student – “Hi, I’m Dick 
Howard – from Virginia.” He replied, “Hello, I’m Winston 
Churchill.” I resisted the temptation to say: “Right, and 
I’m Franklin Roosevelt.” He was indeed the grandson 
of the great prime minister. 

Having been selected as a Rhodes Scholar, I spent two 
years, from 1958 to 1960, at Christ Church. Both years, 
I lived in Tom Quad. The first year, I had a room in the 
same staircase where, many years before, John Ruskin 
had lived. The second year, I had lodgings with Carlyle 
Witton-Davies, the Archdeacon of Oxford. 
 
The imprint of Christ Church and of Oxford on my 
life and career have come, above all, from the great 
minds with whom I had tutorials or whose lectures 
I attended. After coming down from Christ Church, 
I earned my law degree at the University of Virginia 
(UVA), was a law clerk to Justice Hugo L. Black at the 
Supreme Court of the United States, and for sixty 
years taught law at UVA. Outside the classroom, I 
briefed and argued cases, wrote books, lectured widely 
(especially in the United Kingdom and in Europe), 
and advised constitution-makers in other countries, 
especially in post-communist Central and Eastern 
Europe. In all of these ventures, the influence of my 
mentors at Oxford is inescapable. A few examples may 
amplify this observation.
 
One of my politics tutors was Robert Blake. He was at 
work on his magisterial biography of Disraeli. Blake 
and I shared the legacy of Cecil Rhodes. He was a 
trustee of the Rhodes Trust; I served for 29 years as the 
Virginia Secretary for the Trust. From Blake, I learned 
much about the processes of politics, in earlier times 

and in our own day. Blake helped me appreciate the 
organic nature of England’s political and constitutional 
history. I often thought of Blake when I wrote my first 
significant book, The Road from Runnymede: Magna 
Carta and Constitutionalism in America.
 
Peter Pulzer was one of my favorite tutors. He was only 
a few years older than I and a rising star in Oxford’s 
world (he later became the Gladstone Professor of 
Government). Pulzer was born in Austria; when he was 
a child, his family emigrated to the United Kingdom to 
escape the Nazi regime. He wrote books on Germany, 
German politics, and Austria. Pulzer’s understanding of 
the place of history and culture in politics carried with 
me when, after the collapse of communism in 1989, 
I sat at the elbows of constitution-makers in Prague, 
Budapest, Warsaw, and other capitals in the region. 
 
I had the good fortune to be in Oxford when, in 1958, 
Isaiah Berlin gave his inaugural lecture as Chichele 
Professor – “Two Concepts of Liberty.” I still have my 
notes from Berlin’s lectures on the Enlightenment 
and Its Critics. I had been only vaguely familiar with 
such thinkers as Vico and Herder. Stirred by Berlin’s 
lectures (and later his scholarship), I gave those ideas 
a prominent place in my lectures on Jurisprudence at 
UVA. 
 
My academic regime aside, I drank deeply of the rich 
experiences that Oxford offered. I sang in the Bach 
choir, ran with the Christ Church Beagles, played 
cricket when undergraduates played the House’s 
servants, explored the Oxfordshire countryside on my 
bicycle. I read PPE, but I attended lectures on subjects 
as varied as the English Country House, Roman Britain, 
the Sistine Chapel, and Paradise Lost. 
 

A DEBT I CAN 
NEVER REPAY

https://www.upress.virginia.edu/title/4812/
https://www.upress.virginia.edu/title/4812/
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I owe Christ Church a debt I can never repay. I treasure 
my connections with the House. My name appears on a 
plaque above the door to my room in Tom Quad. When I 
come back, I walk the circumference of the Meadow, as I 
did every morning before breakfast in my undergraduate 
days. I bring my grandchildren to show them where, 
in the days of the College’s being in parentis, their 
granddad climbed over the House’s massive walls when 
he had come back from a late evening in London. Christ 
Church has made me, in so ways, what I have been in the 
years since my undergraduate days there. My bond with 
that great institution is profound and enduring. n

Friendships with fellow students at the House were 
nurtured in the Christ Church buttery. The families 
of Christ Church friends often invited me to visit 
their homes in places as diverse as Devon, Sussex, 
and Scotland. 

A classmate, Joe Walker-Smith (1958, History), had a 
sister who was a debutante in the London season. 
She put me on ‘The List’, and, for that season, I 
became a Deb’s Delight – the closest I will ever get 
to life in England as it must have been between the 
wars.
 

1 Dick Howard 
with Amy Laufer, 
a member of 
the House of 
Delegates from 
the Charlottesville 
area, who made the 
presentation.

Christ Church has made me, in so ways, what I have been in the years since my 
undergraduate days there. My bond with that great institution is profound and enduring.
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Varsity Boat Races 4 
Alumni gathered on the banks of the Thames at 
Linden House to watch the annual Varsity Boat Races 
– and cheer on the Dark Blues – on Sunday 13 April. 

Dinner in Paris 
On Thursday 15 May, we were delighted to host a 
500th Anniversary Dinner at Aux Lyonnais in Paris. 

Alumni Gathering in Brussels 4 
Brussels alumni met on Monday 19 May. 

500th Anniversary Lecture in London 46 
For the first of our 500th Anniversary Lectures, on 
Thursday 8 May, we were delighted to welcome many 
alumni to the Royal Society for a lecture from the Vice-

Chancellor of the University of Oxford, Professor Irene 
Tracey CBE. The Vice-Chancellor’s lecture explored the 
critical role of higher education in shaping tomorrow’s 
world.  

EVENTS 
APRIL TO JUNE 2025



CHRIST  CHURCH MAT TERS 54  |  39

EVENTS

Dinner in Geneva 4 
On Wednesday 21 May, we were delighted to meet 
alumni in Geneva for a dinner at Les Armures.

Dinner in Zurich 4 
On Friday 23 May, we were pleased to welcome Members 
based in Zurich for a dinner at the Terrasse Restaurant. 

TOM Event 43 
This year’s TOM event, for our regular donors, took 
place on Saturday 31 May. A morning of lectures was 
followed by a BBQ at the Winklevoss Boat House for 
the final day of Summer VIII’s. 

Dinner in Stockholm 43 
The 500th Anniversary Black Tie Dinner at Sällskapet 
was kindly hosted by André Andersson (1986, Law) and 
Professor Wilhelm Engström on Thursday 22 May. 
Samantha Job (1988, History), British Ambassador to 
Sweden, and Law Emeritus Student Professor John 
Cartwright were the guests of honour at this event, 
and after dinner, Professor Wilhelm Engström gave a 
short talk about Christ Church and its literary heritage.
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Boat Club Society Dinner 4 
To conclude Summer VIII’s for the year, we hosted our 
annual Boat Club Society Dinner on Saturday 31 May.

500th Anniversary Alumni Week 43 
From Monday 23 to Thursday 26 June, we were 
delighted to welcome alumni back to the House for 
a wide variety of activities in celebration of the 500th 
Anniversary of the foundation of Cardinal College. 

2004-2006 Gaudy 4
Members from 2004–2006 attended their Gaudy on 
Friday 27 June. 

500th Anniversary Lecture in Oxford 43

For the second of our 500th Anniversary Lectures, we 
were pleased to welcome alumni and guests to Oxford 
Town Hall for a lecture from Professor Dame Sarah 
Gilbert, Professor Sir Peter Horby and Dr Zakiul Hassan 
on Wednesday 25 June. The lecture was hosted by 
Hugh Pym (1978, PPE), the Health Editor at BBC News, 
and was on the theme of ‘Preparation and Pandemics: 
Confronting New Threats’. 



Thursday 3 to 
Sunday 6 April 
2025

CHRIST 
CHURCH 
SPECIAL 
INTEREST 
EVENT

I’ve been coming to the Christ Church Special Events 
for a number of years. I find them an entertaining way 
to expand my knowledge, often focussing on subjects 
which I had encountered only cursorily.  Thanks to 
these Special Events, I’ve broadened and deepened 
my knowledge in many ways. This year’s ‘Thomas 
Hardy’ event was exactly what I wanted (having read 
only two and a half of the novels – and no poetry). 

The speakers were excellent and were all leading 
Hardy or Hardy-aligned specialists. They made their 
subject accessible and entertaining. We ranged from 
landscape and archaeology to witchcraft and Wessex 

tales, tapping into that seminal Oxford Novel(!) Jude 
the Obscure, by way of Tess of the d’Urbervilles and 
Stonehenge on the way.  
 
The food was superb, generous and delicious, and 
a real highlight of the event.  While although the 
accommodation remains student-shaped, it has 
improved in many ways from my day.  I find it an 
exhilarating weekend, meeting people from all over 
the world, old friends and new.  The event gives 
different perspectives on subjects and plenty to talk 
about. I’ve taken family and friends over the years 
giving them a taste of the Christ Church experience.

Thomas Hardy,  
      Art and Culture

As a regular attendee, Pollyanna Deane (1984, Classics) reflects on 
this year’s Special Interest Event.

NEXT YEAR’S EVENT, ‘BRITAIN TURNED UPSIDE DOWN: 
Civil War and Republic, 1640–1660’, will take place from 
Thursday 26 to Sunday 29 March 2026. 

Join us for this Special Interest Event as our team of experts explore with 
you what the causes, costs, consequences and legacies of Civil War and 
Republic mean for us today. How should we remember this revolutionary 
period in British History and how might we learn from it as we face an 
uncertain future?

Further details: https://www.chch.ox.ac.uk/visit/special-interest-event

EVENTS
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The groundwork began before term even started. We 
ran a weeklong Easter training camp in Oxford, with 
crews based out of Sandford, training twice a day. The 
camp was instrumental, not just for refining technique 
and building fitness, but also for training new coxes, 
something the Club has been in desperate need of for 
the past two years. The camp brought people together 
by sharing long rows, crew meals, and time off the 
water, which helped foster the commitment and 
camaraderie that carried us through the term.

At the start of term, we kicked things off with 2km 
testing. The results were encouraging, especially 
among our novice rowers, many of whom had only 
picked up an oar earlier this year. Alongside testing, 

we launched a recruitment drive to help fill out our 
projected six eights. This proved particularly successful 
with freshers, inspired by the early May sunshine and 
the promise of Summer Eights.

Training highlights in the first half of the term included 
regular outings from Sandford and joint sessions 
between M1 and M2, with tough but rewarding battle 
paddles that sharpened both fitness and focus.

But the path to Eights Week rarely runs smooth. 
Eleven days before racing began, our head coach 
became ill, and most of the planned session structure 
and organisational oversight vanished overnight. It 
was a major blow at a critical moment. Now with five 

BOAT CLUB REVIEW 
2025
JACOB WILLIAMS (2022, PHYSICS)
BOAT CLUB PRESIDENT

This Trinity Term was always going to be a challenging one 
for Christ Church Boat Club. After fielding only our top boats 
in Torpids earlier in the year, my goal for the club was simple but ambitious: to have 
six full crews racing in Summer Eights. Achieving that, however, meant more than just 
enthusiasm – it meant growing our coxing squad from one to six and recruiting around 16 
new rowers for the women’s side. No small task.

4 W2 celebrating bumping Corpus W1 to reach Division III.
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crews preparing for Summer Eights, the situation was 
far from ideal.

However, the club rallied together. Past committee 
members supported, new coaches were found, and 
we worked together to reorganise and reschedule our 
final training block. That spirit of resilience carried us 
into race week.

In the end, we entered five boats into Summer Eights, 
with M3 taking part in the Rowing On race. While M3 
didn’t qualify, many of the crew had only learned to 
row in the preceding month, but their determination 
and enthusiasm were admirable and set the tone for 
future development next year.

M1, W1, M2, and W2 all returned from Sandford to race 
on the Isis. Each crew demonstrated grit, adaptability, 
and club pride. W2, featuring several rowers with 
only four weeks’ experience, rowed twice on most 
days and bumped their way back into Division III, an 
incredible achievement. M2’s campaign was equally 
dramatic: after a bump on Wednesday was scratched 
and replaced with a technical bump, they were later 
disqualified on Friday (and then reinstated) in a bizarre 
twist that ultimately led to a row-over being awarded 
after a successful appeal.

One of the most unforgettable moments came on 
Saturday, as M1 surged past the boathouse. The roar 
from the bank was deafening. In my three years racing 
Summer Eights, I’ve never heard anything like it. Let’s 
see if we can make it even louder next year.

Personally, this term has tested me. Balancing the 
demands of leading a club through a turbulent 
pre-Eights period alongside my third-year Physics 
exams has not been easy. And while the net bumps 
total may be negative on paper, it doesn’t reflect the 
true progress made. The growth in the squad, the 

development of our coxing team, and the resilience 
shown by every crew member gives me huge 
confidence in the club’s future.

Christ Church Boat Club has faced its challenges this 
year, but in overcoming them together, we’ve come 
out stronger. The spirit, commitment, and promise 
shown by our newest members suggest that the best 
is still to come. n

2 Christ Church’s M1.

BOAT CLUB

4 Rowers from M2 at the Boat Club Dinner. sporting their new blazers.

4 Members from W1 at the Boat Club Dinner. 
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Allies at War: The Politics 
of Defeating Hitler (2005)
TIM BOUVERIE 
(2006, History) 

A landmark history of 
the alliance that won the 
Second World War and 
shaped the peace. Based 
on research in more than 
100 archives across Britain 
and America, Allies at War: 
The Politics of Defeating 
Hilter examines the twists 

and turns of the improbable and incongruous alliance 
that defeated Hitler, while exploring lesser known 
diplomatic relationships such as those between the 
‹Big Three› and Nationalist China, the Free French and 
important neutrals. 

Described as ‘revelatory’ by Adam Sisman in The 
Observer, it was praised for its ‘sensitivity and wit’ 
by William Waldergrave in The Independent, while 
Caroline Moorhead described it as ‘meticulous, 
scholarly and highly enjoyable’ in The Spectator. Tim 
Bouverie’s first publication, Appeasing Hitler, was 
shortlisted for the Orwell Prize.

BOOK REVIEWS

ISBN 978-1788162487ISBN 978-1846686177 ISBN 978-1788162500ISBN 978-1781258125

THE CARDINAL’S COLLEGE: 
Christ Church, Chapter and 
Verse 

The Cardinal’s College is 
the first complete history 
of Christ Church since 1900.  
The book is grounded in 
Christ Church’s archive and 
explains the constitutional 
oddities that have both 
beset and aided Christ 
Church throughout its 
history, explores how the 
College and Cathedral have 
worked together (or not), 
and describes how students 
were fed and watered, 
taught, and accommodated.

THE KING’S CATHEDRAL: 
The Ancient Heart of Christ 
Church, Oxford 

The Cathedral is the heart of 
Christ Church and of Oxford. 
For eight hundred years it 
was the church of a priory, 
founded by Frideswide, now 
patron saint of both City 
and University. In spite of 
many reversals, the church 
was beautified to be worthy 
of the shrine of its saint. 
The King’s Cathedral tells 
the story of both the priory 
and the Cathedral, from its 
medieval difficulties and 
modern complications.  

THE STONES OF CHRIST 
CHURCH: The Story of the 
Buildings of Christ Church, 
Oxford

Christ Church has awed 
visitors ever since its 
foundation by Cardinal 
Wolsey in 1525: one 17th-
century visitor said ‘it is 
more like some fine castle, 
or great palace than a 
College’. The Stones of Christ 
Church tells the story of the 
buildings of this remarkable 
institution throughout its 
five centuries, and of those 
who brought them into 
being.  

COWS & CURATES: 
The Story of the Land 
and Livings of Christ 
Church, Oxford 

In 1546, Christ Church was 
granted land and other 
property by Henry VIII to 
ensure smooth running.  
Cows & Curates recounts the 
history of Christ Church’s 
management of its rural and 
urban estates over centuries 
of national social change, 
agricultural revolution 
and depression, war, and 
modernisation, and explores 
its relationship with its 
incumbents.

Bestselling books by the College Archivist, Judith Curthoys

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Allies-War-Politics-Defeating-Hitler/dp/1847926223
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Allies-War-Politics-Defeating-Hitler/dp/1847926223
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Allies-War-Politics-Defeating-Hitler/dp/1847926223
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Allies-War-Politics-Defeating-Hitler/dp/1847926223
https://blackwells.co.uk/bookshop/product/The-Kings-Cathedral-by-Judith-Curthoys/9781788162487?srsltid=AfmBOooUFl7Kwdm7jXMz432nRJn8DvKMX47tDfWmf7545nIT_gmYEHDr
https://blackwells.co.uk/bookshop/product/The-Cardinals-College-by-Judith-Curthoys/9781846686177?srsltid=AfmBOor554yoDmyc91mP4gUw7NjyBwhL2Ek_g-CcOQC4aHijPQ3XAKmP
https://blackwells.co.uk/bookshop/product/The-Stones-of-Christ-Church-by-Judith-Curthoys/9781781258125?srsltid=AfmBOopArtNNJG-DlqGxQwL06lusGKb-17RGwbUKEse8PtNqeQemN4VI
https://blackwells.co.uk/bookshop/product/Cows-and-Curates-by-Judith-Curthoys/9781788162500?srsltid=AfmBOoqyNrqM95zxgG_MHAFoWVGcjzryf5j315CuhMHVA4rM02djtuL5
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mains’, the poorly paid workers who made these 
vastly expensive dresses, and the crinoline, the bell-like 
dresses that created hordes of genuine fashion victims: 
thousands of women burned to death when they 
strayed too near a fireplace.

Working with some of the Worths’ descendants, 
I’ve also tried to re-establish the reputation of the 
frequently forgotten Marie Worth. In the family’s huge 
collection of Charles’s obituaries from around the 
world, Marie is mentioned only for her charity work 
and good housekeeping, whereas without her sales 
techniques, the couple might have gone bankrupt in 
their first few months.

Heiresses (2005) 
MIRANDA KAUFMANN 
(2001, History)

From Jamaica to 
Charleston, Sierra Leone to 
Bombay, China to Australia, 
back to England, Ireland, 
Scotland and Wales, this is 
the story of the heiresses – 
and the role they played in 
the history of enslavement.

Through the 18th and early 
19th centuries, it was a fact universally acknowledged 
that any man in want of a great fortune ought to find 
himself a Caribbean heiress. Their assets, the product 
of the exploitation of enslaved Africans, enabled 
them to marry into the top tiers of the aristocracy and 
attracted the attention of fortune-hunters. They fell in 
love (not always with their husbands), eloped, divorced, 
squandered fortunes, threw parties, went mad and (in 
once case) faked a daughter’s death.

In her much-anticipated follow up to Black Tudors, 
Miranda Kaufmann peers beneath our pastel-hued, 
Jane Austen inspired image of the Georgian heiress to 
reveal a murky world of inheritance, fortune-hunting 
and human exploitation.

Uncovering the lives of nine women who made their 
fortunes in the Caribbean slave trade, Heiresses 
provides a compelling and often shocking account 
of how Britain profited and continues to profit from 
the slave trade. In the vein of Empireland, Natives 
and White Debt, Heiresses promises a meticulously 
researched and readable exploration of the darker side 
of British history. n

Charles Frederick Worth, 
the Englishman Who 
Created Parisian Haute 
Couture (2025) 
STEPHEN CLARKE 
(1978, Modern Languages)

Charles Frederick Worth is 
largely forgotten outside 
the fashion industry, but 
in his heyday (1860s–1890s 
Paris), this Englishman 
was world-famous. Charles 
Dickens and Henry James 
wrote about him, and the exorbitant price tags on 
Worth’s dresses were the main plot device in a novel 
(La Curée) by Emile Zola.

Worth arrived in Paris in 1845, jobless, almost franc-
less, and speaking barely any French. A recently 
qualified draper’s apprentice from Linconshire, he 
eventually got a job in a chic textile merchant’s shop, 
where he met a salesgirl, Marie Vernet. The two 
workmates became soulmates, and Charles began 
to design dresses that his fiancée wore in the shop, 
becoming the first ever full-time clothes model.

They married, started their own business and, thanks 
to Marie’s sales campaign amongst high-society 
ladies, founded a whole new industry: haute couture. 
They had the first catwalk, the first designer labels, 
and Worth created the template for the fashion 
designer as arrogant creative genius. 

I’ve set what I like to call this rag-trade to riches story 
in its social context, with chapters about the ‘petites 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Heiresses-Women-Brought-Caribbean-Slavery/dp/1639368299
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Charles-Frederick-Englishman-Invented-Parisian/dp/2958566358


DEVELOPMENT AND ALUMNI RELATIONS 
EVENTS 2025
Friday 19 September – Washington DC Alumni 

Event  

Saturday 20 September – Christ Church Alumni 
Association Open House 

Sunday 21 September – 1546 Lunch (donor event) 

Monday 22 September – Boston Alumni Dinner   

Thursday 25 September – 500th Anniversary 
Lecture, Reception and Dinner in in New York 

Saturday 27 September – Law Lunch in Honour 
of Professor John Cartwright 

Wednesday 1 October – Tuesday 25 November 
– 500th Anniversary Music Festival 

	 (see enclosed flyer for details)

Friday 3 October – 2007–2009 Gaudy 

7-9 November – Fell Patrons’ Weekend in Berlin 
(donor event) 

11–12 November – 500th Anniversary Giving Day 
and Christ Church around the world alumni 
gatherings  

Thursday 13 November – Alumni Drinks 
Reception in London

All events take place at Christ Church unless otherwise stated. For the most up-to-date 
information on our upcoming events, visit https://chchconnections.org/events
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